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GENTLEMEN,

i A Work originally intended foY ‘the ufe
of your corps, and undertaken at the

: defire of fome of you, claims forme right to
­ your protection : The authorétherefore, begs
leave to addrefs it toyou; a
to affure you, that he is,

GENTLEMEN,

| 7 Wy

[0 7

t the fame time

and obedient Levant,

L Lewrs NicoLae. )



INTRODUCTION,

HAT officers who devote their whole time and
attention to the military profeffion, aindare paid

for making it their bufinefs, fbould amufe them/elves
with maneuvres, more calcriated for fhew than uti­
lity in the day of battle, is not only allowable, but
allo commendable, as it keeps their men employed,
and renders them more ready and expert in thaofe
operations that are ufeful and abfolutely neceflary
but the cafe is widely different with a fet of men,
who, compelled by the unbappy fate of the rimes,
take up arms to dcfend their liberties, with a defign
to lay them down as foon as the end propofed is 0b­
catned: In [uch a fituation to teach men manzuvres
of mere fhew and parade, is both crucl and impalitic,
Cruel, as it waftes time they could better employ in

following their different profeffions, from which the
maintenance of themfelves and families muff b,
drawn. Lipolitic, as thereby time is thrown away
upon trifles, which might be better employed on ef­
r . . . ’ . .Jentials : And to wien in this fituation, time is pre­

cious,



[ vi ]
cious, as Citizens feldom have recourfe to arms till
the occafion is urgent.

No one thing is more carefully to be attended to
than preventing the men from falling into confufion
as this misfortune may prove the deftruttion not only
of that particular corps, but alfo of the whole army+
therefore every thing that can have the leaft ten­
dency that way is to be avoided ; for which reafon
all manures, by which a corps is disjointed, and
its parts feparated, jhould as far as poffible be re­
jefled y as in re­uniting, unlefs men are extremely
expert in their bufine(s, they will in fome places be
crouded, in others improper intervals will be left
and a vigilant enesny will [eize every opportunity,
and employ all means of encreafing the confufion
and deftroying the corps. On thefe principles the
following directions arc founded.

What bas induced ths battalions of this city to
draw up two deep, I know not, but look on it as
a dangerous praltice, which may expofe them to
unavoidable defiruttion y: for if clofe attacked, by
a battalion toree deep, they will not be able to refift
the fhock, but muft be overturned and deftroyed. As
all other troops are drawn up thice de.p, ours fhould
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[vo]
i Follow their examples, to be on a footing with them.

By drawing up into two ranks, the front is ex­
tended, but no additional fire or Sirength i£5 obtained;
on the contrary, the latter is diminifbed, and the
former no way advantaged, as no greater quantiiy
of fire can be prodused by a certain number of men
from their being drawn up in two inflead of three
ranks. One reafon I bave beard affigned for this
practice is, that the men, being as yet raw, the rear
rank might, in firing, burt the front; but the dan­
ger is greater when drawn up in two than in three
ranks, as may be plainly proved. When two deep,
the fherteft men muft fire over the beads of the tall­
eft, or between them; but when drawn up three
deep, the front rank kneeling, the fecond, or loweft

[r men, eafily fire over their beads, and the rear, who
are of the fecond fize, more commodionfly fire between

the men of the Jecond rank.

It may be afked for what reafon I always ufe the
word fubdivifion, inflead of company, when I men­
tion the divifion of the battalion? My reafon is, that

Las companies of the fame corps are not always equally
v  Sirong, owing to fickne[s and other accidents, the fuo­

divifions by companies would conf; i of unequal num­
bers of files, which would have a bad look, and be

a incon­
Dath CTF LG
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Sifting of an equal number of files, os near as poffible,
thefe inconveniencies are avoided.

Wien tle fame evolution can be performed more
ways than one, 1 ahways prefer that which is moft

Simple. Before I quit this |fubjeét, Imuft obferve,
that there is a [pecies of war, with which I am un­
acquainted, that is, bufb­fighting ; but as this may
be very neceffary in fo woody a country as this, all the
troops foould be infirucied therein.

The honour of a corps in a great meafure is
placed in the colours, and the lofs of them loads th
body, which meets with fuch a misfortune, wilh
a large portion of infamy: Therefore they foould be
treated with all poffible refpeft, and the men ba­
bituated to have a high degree of veneration for
them, which will make them more zealous to pro­
teil them in time of danger, and more unwilling to
quit the field without them; for which purpofe,
awhen the men ground their arms in the field, till all,
the companies are affembled, each coloyr fhould be
given in charge 19 acentry, end not fuffered to be
touched by any but military perfous.

A

inconvenient 5 but when told off in fubdivifions, con­
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A TREATISE, &.

CuarTeERrR I.

Of the number of companics moft convenient to form
a battalion, with fome obfervations on the maft
eligible manner of making our defence aganft re­
gular troops.

L L the battalions in the Britith regular
troops confiit of ten companies each, viz.

one of grenadiers, one of light infantry and
eight battalion­companies. This mode, though
very good for wars carried on in Europe ought
not to be ftrictly followed by us. Bold and
defperate attacks, fuch as are frequently prac­
tifed in Europe, and performed by grenadiers,
either 1n pitched battles or fieges, are at pre­
fent out of the queftion. To. engage in the
former againit veteran troops, thoroughly dif­
ciplined and ufed to war, would, in our pre­
fent fituation, with only new and unpractifed
troops, be imprudent; and having no forti­
fied towns (a few in Canada excepted) to at­
tack or defend, grenadicrs are unneceffary to
as; in lieu thereof 1 believe it would be good

A to
8.



[2]
to {ubftitute a company of riflemen * to each
battalion. A light infantry company, well
chofen, I conceive, 1s the moft ufeful body
of troops we can have. This fhould confit
of cholen officers and men, able to perform
long and expeditious marches ; for which pur­
pole farmers and country­labourers are in ge­
neral better qualified than tradefmen from large
towns, moft of whom lead fedentary lives.
They thould have arms a little lighter than
the battalion ; their coats ought to be without
flecves, which thould be fixed to their jackets,
that in very warm weather, and when more
than ufual expedition is neceflary, they may
difencumber themfelves ot the former. When
not employed on actual {fervice, they thould be
trained te long and expeditious marches, not
lefs than ten miles out, and to return the {fame
day; if longer, the better: By this means we
fhould have a body of men ready to fly from
one place to another, and harrafs the enemy
on all occafions. Thus cach corps would con­
Gift of every fpectes of troops, artillery ex­
cepted, that can be of fervice to us. In fo co­

vered
* Ufing rifles in war is certaidly favage and cruel, but

the Americans may alledge in their defence the law of
abfolute neceflity, which fuperfedes all ¢ther obligations ;
tor they, undifcplined and unufed to arms, are compeiled
to make ule of every advantage Providence has put in
their power, 1n order to effe€tually refit regular and well
difeiplined troops.



[3]
vered a country as this, pioneers are very ne­
ceffary, one from every battalion.company,
each provided 3 with an ax and faw, to open
roads in the woods and remove obftrutions in
the way of the troops, alfo to fell trees, to
form an abatis, to impede the march of an
enemy.

I have already obferved, that in our prefent
fituation it would be very imprudent in us to

‘engage in pitched battles with veteran troops;
and the very nature of this country points out
the method of defence we ought to purfue,
not having any extenfive plains. to draw up
armies in order of battle, but interfected by
large rivers, in many places covered with
woods and fwampy grounds; even our fences
are in {ome meafure entrenchments, which
would afford a confiderable degree of fhelter
to our men, fo that fhouid an enemy penetrate
any diftance into the country, which I much
doubt, they would pafs their time badly, har­
raffled on all fides day and night, efficers and
men killed or wounded without perceiving
their enemies, or having it in their power to
take their revenge, their parties cut off if they
fhould venture, or be compelled by neceflity,
to fend out any in {earch of provifions, befides
the conftant oppogtunities the foldiers would
have to defert, which probably feveral would
embrace If an enemy was expofed for any

2 time
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time to thefe inconveniencies, in all likelihood
few would return. Befides the advantages of
fituation, we have another from the nature of
our troops : Not having any game­acts in Ame­
rica, to reftrain its inhabitants from the ufe of
fire­arms, they are in general good marksmen,
and it would be difficult for any of them to
put a gun to his fhoulder without covering
fome object: This is far from being the cafe
with European foldiers, few of whom ever
fired a gun before they were enlifted. It may
be objelted, that if an enemy was to penetrate
any way into the country, they would burn
and deftroy every thing within their reach.
This 1s highly probable; but would it not be
much more eligible to facrifice a dozen or a
{core farm­houies than venture the deftruction
of our army, that would greatly hurt the caufe
by a defeat, which 1s generally attended with
evil confequences; befides the lofs, which
frould be borne by the people in general,
would {carcely be felt. What would have been
the confequences of the Lexington affair, had
our people been as well prepared and armed
as at prelent ? Probably the entire deftruction
of the whole party, not one of whom would,
in all likelihood, have returned to Bofton;
and how trifling was the mifchief they were
able todo? I'may be dfked, why I have given
direCticns in the 1ollowing treatife, which are

only

1
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oniy ufeful in clofe engagements, when I dif­
approve of them? My anfwer is, that though
I recommend the avoiding them as much as
poffible, I would have our troops prepared for
all events, that in cafe at {ome time they {hould
be compelled to fuftain a clofe attack, they
may know how to defend themfelves. In ftreets
and broad roads, where there are no trees to
fell, in order to ftop the paffage, other expé­
dients may be ufed. In the former bags of cot­
ton or w.0l, and empty cafks with one head
out, fhould be aranged acrofs the ftreets, and
filled with beds, blankets, cork, or other foft
matters ; 1n the latter waggons with their wheels
burried to the axle­trees, and the body filled
with hay, ftraw, &c. will make no defpicable
entrenchment,

Cuar. IL

Direttions to be obferved by officers and men, pre­
vious to the forming the battalion, and by the
adjutant in forming it.

HEN the men are warned by the drum
to afiemble, thofc of each company

fhould immediately repair to their particular
parzde, where they {hould be drawn up by the
ferjeants in two or three ranks, according to
the cuttom of the corps. The ferjeants (hould
te careful in well fizing their men, placing

the
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the talleft in the front, and the reft in the
rear, if but two ranks; if three, the talleft men
thould be" placed in the front, thofé of the
fecond fize in the rear, and the loweft in the
centre rank. The men in each rank fhould

‘be placed according to their fize from right
and left to the centre; that is, the talleft man
{hould be placed on the right, and one equal,
or next in fize to this firlt, on the left, and
fo alternately to the centre. Fo perform this
in the moft convenient manner, every ferjeant
fhould be provided with a fize roll, in which
the name of each man fhould be placed, ac­
cording to his ftature.*

When the companies are thus formed, the
officers fhould examine the arms, accoutre­
ments and ammuaition of the men; after this
they fhould by themiclves or the ferjeants
march the men to the regimental parade or
field.

When a battalion aflembles by companies,
thofe that firlt arrive fhould take up the
ground that the officer tiiinks wili be the com­

pany’s

* Thefe recuiations only concern the preparations for
field­duay +, reviews, &c, But uch formalities are not to
te obterved on {udden alarms, when the drum beats to
ams. In this cafe the officers and men thouid repair
vith all expedition to their atann­yotl, 1s te ceeaiion
mav be {o prefing as not to admit tae or fon ung the
CCLLpan1es eg rar V
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pany’s poft in battalion; thofe that come af­
terwards thould march in the rear of thofe be­
fore arrived, and draw up on their own ground
as near as they can judge, and drefs in the
fame line, except that which efcorts the co­
lours, which here 1s always the light­infantry ;
this, if it arrives on the left of the battalion,
or any part thereof, muft march along the
front, and muft be received with refted arms,
drums beating, and officers fal, iting with their
hats, The colours fthould remain with ­the
efcorting company ’till the battalion is form­
ed, and “the y are ordered to their pofts. If
the company 1s ordered to ground their arms,
each colour muft be left in the care of a cen.
tinel, and none but railitary perfons be per­
mitted to handle thern.

When the companies are all arrived, the
adjutant fhould examine whether any of thern
have an odd man, and take him out, other­
wife the battalion will be irregularly formed,
the tront rank having more men than the
rear. ‘The odd men may be employed to keep
the ground in froat of the battalion clear, or
to form additionzl files. When this 1s dere,
he fhould proceed to form the battalion as
teliows :
Take care to fern: the Larizlion !­­­Right­band file

Sand fat |­­­To the vipht form the bottalion!
The
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The whole, except the right­hand file, face

to the right, oo
March!

The whole clofe their files {o as to allow
fufficient room for the men when they face to
the front, and alfo fome for the officers, when
they fall in, otherwife the files will be crouded,
and be obliged to incline to the right 2nd
left, that they may have fufficient room to
handle their arms; which irregular motion
looks bad.

Take care !­­­Face to the front!
He fhould then examine how many files

the battalion confifts of, and, having deducted
the files for the referve, compute the number
each platoon muft confift of. As it {eldom
happens that the number of files can be di­
vided by fixteen without any refidue, the fu­ °
pernumerary files fhould be divided among
the platoons, beginning with the right and
left, one file to each platoon. The moft ufual
way among the military for the adjutant to
know the number of files in the field 1s, for
a ferjeant of each company to give him a re­
wurn in writing of the number of files his
company confifts of, {pecitying the odd men,
if any. Having made his calculation, he
mutt tell off his platoons, placing a ferjeant to
each, who is to drefs with the tront rank, tholc
on the right of the colours or ftundard to

ftand
}
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ftard on the right of the platoon, and the
contrary for thofe on the left wing, acquaint­
ing him with the number of the platoon, the
firing it belongs to, and its place theremn;
alfo the right and left of the grand and fub­
divifons : all which the ferjeant muft care­
fully attend to, that he may inforn? the officer,
who comes to command the platoon, thereof.
The ferjeant mult alfo carefully take notice
of his right and left­hand man, that, after the
manual, he may know where to find his place.

When the officers take their pots for fire­
ing, the ferjeants fhould fall into the rear
rank, take care that the men­do their duty,
and be otherwiie ferviceable, as occafion may
require. They are alfo of further utility in
this place, as by filling up the intervals in the
rear of the officers, they connect the detached
parts of the rank, and prevent the men from
uncovering their file­leaders. As foon as the
adjutant has completed the battalion, he
thould inform the commanding officer that
the battalion is ready. While the adjutant is
telling off the mien in the front, the ferjeant­
major fhould do the fame in the rear, by this
means miftakes mav be difcovered and reéti­
ed.

| If not ctherwife directed by the command­
ing officer, the major proceeds to make the
officers take their poft in battalion. This

B tormerly
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formerly ufed to be done by feniority, the
oldeft captain on the right, the fecond on the

left, and {o on through all the ranks. By this
method it often happened that two captains

were in the right or left­hand fubdivifion, one
of which commanded only a platoon, while
the fecond {ubdivifion in either wing was com­
‘manded by a lieutenant. To obviate this, 1
was ordered that the officers of each company
fhould remain with their refpeétive compa­
nies; but as many cafualties, fuch as death,
ficknefs, abfence, &c. efpecially after a battle,
when it fometimes happens that not one of­
ficer, of {ome companies, remains capable of
fervice, the commanding officer muft remedy
this inconvenience as he thall think beft. The
captain thould be on the right of his com­
pany, the firft licutenant on the left; the fe­
cond lieutenant, if one, on the right, fome
diftance trom the captain, and the enfign
between the firft and {econd lieutenants;
if there is no fecond lieutenant the enfign
takes poft in the centre. This regards only
the right wing, and the foregoing order muit
be reverfed in the left wing: The captain
taking poft on the left of his company, and
the firft lieutenant on the right, &c. whichis
to be done by word of command from the
major.

Officers! Take poft in battalion!



 ¢

The captains and fecond lieutenants of the
left wing face to the left, the firft licutenants
and enfigns to the right.

March!
The officers who faced, face again to the

right and left, to their proper trent.  Thefe
words of command fhould alfo ferve for the
enfigns, with the colours, to take their poft,
by tacing to the right or left, according as the
company that efcorted them is placed. This
is the method practifed by the regulars, the
enfign that carries the firft colour being with
the colonel’s company on the right, and the
fecond with the lieutenant colonel’s company
on the left, each enfign facing to the right
and left inwards, and marching along the
front of the battalion to the centre. The
practice followed by the battalions of this
city, of efcorting the ftandard and colours. by
halt of the light­infantry company, 1s amufing,
but 1s time loft.

Cuar. III.
Of the manual exercife.*

HEL ranks being at four good paces
from each other, the manual may be

B 2 per­
* If riflemen are fubitituted for grenadiers, they

fhould not join with the battalion in any ot thetrmance avres
or exercife, their bufinefs being of a quite ditfc:cat nature;
bur when they march by a general, at a review, they may
form a divifion 1a the rear of the battalien.

) ee
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performed, either with open or clofe files ; if
the former, the major gives the following
words 0* command :

Take care ts double your files!
Left­hand files! To the right, double !

The left­hand, or every fecond file, faces
brifkly to the right. |

March!
‘The files that faced take a ftep with their

left feet to the rear, and a fecond with their
right feet, by which they face to the rear, and
march till cach rank has gained four paces
from that which will be in its front when they
come to the right about.

Halt!
The­fles that doubled come to the right

about, and cover their file­leaders. In the
Prufiian fervice the files that are to double
do not go to the rear, but fall in between the
ranks that ftand fait, by which means they go
through their manual at half diftance.
Officers! Take your pojis in the rear of the

battclion !
The officers recover their arms, and go to

the right about; the ferjeants recover their
arms, and face to the right and left outwards.

Narch!
If the files are open, the officers march

through the intervals till they are four paces
beyend the rear rank; the derjeants march

round

a
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round the flanks of the battalion ’till they
arrive at fuch a diftance (generally. about
thirty paces) that they can draw up at fome
diftance in the rear of the general or com­
manding officer, then face inwards and march

till they draw up in front of the battalion,
taking care to divide the ground equally
between them. Thedrummers and fifers march
to the front, and draw up in the rear of the
commanding officer, between him and the
ferjeants. J

If the files are clofe, the officers muft pafs
through the intervals between the platoons.

| Halt ! |
The officers come to the right about, the

ferjeants tace the battalion, and both order
their arms, and the enfigns the colours.

Pofition of a SOLDIER under arms.
To ftand ftraight and firm upon hs legs;

head turned to the right; heels clofe; toes
alittle turned out; the belly drawn in a little,
but without conftraint ; the breatt a little pro­
jected; fhoulders iquare to the front, and
kept back; the right hand hanging ftraight
down the fide, with the palm ciofe to the
thigh; the lett elbow not to be turned out
from the body ; the tirelock to be carried on
the left fhoulder, as low down as can be ad­
initted without conftraint ; the three laft fin­

‘gers under the butt; the fore finger and
thumb

hE Fata,.
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thumb before the {well ; the flat of the butt
to be {upported againft the hip bone, and to
be prefled fo that the firelock may be felt
againft the left fide, and that it may ftand
before tiic hollow of the thoulder, not lean­
ing towards the head nor from it; the barrel
almoft perpendicular.

To be very exact in counting a fecond of
time, Or one, iwo, between each motion.

| T ake care!
At this word every man muft be filent,

ftand firm, and not move hand nor foot, but
attend carefully to the words of command.

I. Poife your firelocks! 2 motions.
Explanatien­­­­1. Seize the firelock with

your right hand, and turn the lock outwards,
keeping the firelock perpendicutiar.

2. Bring up the firclock with a quick mo­
tion from the fhoulder, and feize t with the
left hand juit above the lock, fo that rhe little
finger may reit upon the ipring, a the
thumb lie upon the ftock : The firelock mui:
not be held too far trom the body, and “he
left hard nutt be of an equal height with the
eyes.

II. Cock your firclocks! 2 motions.
Explanciici­­­1. Turn the barrel oppofite

to your face, and place your thumb upon the
cock, raifing the elbow {quare at this motion.

2. Cock your firclock, by drawing your
tloov,

­
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[ 15 ]
elbow down, placing your thumb upon the
breech­pin, and the fingers under the guard.

ITI. Prefent! 1 motion.
Explanation­­­Step back about fix inches on

the rear with the right foot, bringing the
left toe to the front; at the fame time the
butt end of the firelock mutt be brought to
an equal height with your fhoulder, placing
the left hand on the fwell, and the fore finger
of the right hand before the tricker, finking
the muzzle a little.

IV. Fire! 1 motion.
Explanation­­­Pull the tricker brifkly, and

immediately after bringing up the right foot,
comic to the priming pofition, with the lock

© opp “ite to the right breaft, the muzzle
the acight of the hat, keeping it firm and

fteady, and at the fame time feize the cock
with the fore finger and thumb of the right
hand, the back of the hand turned up.

V. Half cock your fii :~cks | 1 motion.
Explanation­­­Balt trad the cock brifkly

with a draw buck of the night elbow, bring­
ing 1 civie to the butt of the firelock.

Vi. Hanale ysur cariridge! 1 moun.
| Explanation­­­Bring your right hand with
i athort round to your pouch, flapping it hard ;
~~ feize the cartridge, and bring it with a quick

motion to your mouth, bite The top well off,
and bring the hand as low as the chin, with
the elbow down. VIL
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VII. Prime! 1 motion,

Explanation­­­Shake the powder into the
an, placing the three laft fingers behind the
ammer, with the elbow up.

VIII. Shut your pans! 2 motions.
Esplanation­­­1. Shut your pan brifkly,

drawing your right arm at this motion toward
your body, holding the cartridge fait in your
hand, as in the former pofition.

2. Turn the piece nimbly round to the
loading pofition, with the lock to the front,
and the muzzle the height ot the chin, bring­
ing the right hand behind the muzzle; both
feet kept taft in this motion.

IX. Coarge with cartridge! 2 motions.
Explanation­­­1. Turn your hand and put

the cartridge into the muzzle, fhaking the
powder into the barrel.

2. Place your hand, clofed, with a quick
and ftrong motion, upon the rammer.

X. Draw your rammers! 2 motions.
Explanatioin­­­1. Draw the rammer with

a quick motion half out, feizing it at the
muzzle back­handed.

2. Draw 1t quite out, turn it, and enter it
into the muzzle.
X1. Ram down your cartridge! 1 motion.

Explanation­­­Ram the cartridge well down
the barrel, inftantly recovering, and feizing
the rammer back­handed at the centre, turn­

ing
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ing it, and enter it as far as the lower pipe,
placing at the fame time the edge of the hand
on the butt end of the rammer, with fingers
extended. | EE

XII. Return your rammers!. 1 metion.
Explanation­­­Return the rammer, bringing

up the piece with the left hand to the fhoul­
der, feizing it with the right hand under the
cock, keeping the left hand faft at the fwell,
turning the body fquare to the frorit.

X 111. Shoulder your firelocks! 2 motions.
Explanation­­­1. Quit the left hand and

place 1t {trong upon the butt.
2. Quit the right hand and throw it down

the right fide. :
XIV. ‘Ref your firelocks! 3 motions,

Explanation­­­1. Seize the firelock with the
right hand, turning the lock outwards.

2. Raife the firelgck from your fthoulder,
and place your left hand with a quick motion
above the lock, holding the piece right up and
down in both hands betore you, and your left
hand even with your eyes.

3. Step brifkly back with your right foot,
placing it a hand’s breadth diftant from your
left heel, at the fame time bring down the
firelock as quick as poflible to the reft, fink­
ing it as far down before your left knee, as
your right hand will permit without con­
ftraint; your left hand at the feather fpring,

C and
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and your right, with finge:s extended, held
under the guard, taking care to draw in the

‘muzzle well towards your body, and to drefs
in a line with the butt end.

XV. Order your firciocks! 3 motions.
Explanation­­­1. Place your firelock nimbly

with your left hand againft your right fhoul­
der.

2. Quit the firelock with the right hand,
and, finking it at the fame time with your left,
feize it at the muzzle, which muft be of an
equal height with your chin, and hold it clofe
againft your night fide,

3. Lift up your right foot and place it by
your left ; at the fame time throw back your
left hand by your left fide, and with your right
bring down the butt end ftrong upon the
ground, placing it even with the toe of your
right foot ; the thumb of your right hand ly­
ing along the barrel, 2nd the muzzle kept ar
a little diftance from your body.

XVI. Ground your firelockst 4 motions,
Explanation­­­1. Facegeo the right upon

vour heels, and at the fame time turn the
firelock fo that the lock may point to the rear,
and the flat of the butt end againft the infide
of your toot, at the fame time {lipping the
right foot behind the butt of the firelock, the
right toe pointing to the right, and the left to
the front. ‘

2.
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2. Step directly forward with your left foot

about as far as the {well of the firelock, and
lay it upon the ground, your left hand hang­
ing down by your left foot, 2nd your right
kept faft with the burt end againft it. /
. 3. Raife yourfelf up again nimbly, bring­

ing back your left foot to its former pofition,
keeping your body faced to the right.

4. Face again to the left upon your heels,
and come to.your proper front, letting your
hands hang down without motion, a
XVII. Take up your firelocks! 4 motions.

Lxplapation­­­1. Face to the right upon
both heels. |

2. Sink your body down, and come to the
pofition defcribed in rhe fecond motion of
grounding.

3. Raife yourielf and firelock, bringing it
clofe to your right fide. .

. 4. Come to your proper front, feizing the
firelock at the muzzle, as in explanation fif­
teen.

XVIII Ref your firelocks! 3 motions.
Explanation­­­1. Slip your right hand down

the bariel as far as the fell.
2. Rafe the firelock high up in a perpendi­

cular line from the ground with your right
hand, and feize it with the left above the
{pring, the cock the height of the waift belt.

3. Step back with your riglit foot, placing
C2 it
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it behind your left heel and come to the reft.

X 1X. Shoulder your firelocks! 2 motions.
Explanation­­­1. Lift up your right foot and

place it by your left; bring the firelock at the
fame time to your left thoulder, and feize the
butt end with the lett hand, keeping 1t in the
fame pofition as above defcribed.

2. Thro your right hand brifkly back.
X X. Secure your firelocks! 3 motions.

Explanation­­­1. Bring the right hand brifkly
up, and place it under the cock, keeping the
firelock fteady in the fame pofition.

2. Quit the butt with the left hand, and
feize the firelock with it at the fwell, bringing
the elbow clofe down under the lock: The
right hand kept fait in this motion, and the
piece {till upright.

3. Quit the right hand and bring it down
, your right fide, bringing the firclock nimbly

down to the fecure; the lett hand in a line
with the waift belt.
X X11. Shoulder your frelecks! 3 motions.

ExplanatioRe­1. Bring the firelock up to
a perpendicular line, feizing it with the right
hand under the cock.

2. Quit the lett hand and place it ftrong
upon the butt.

3. Quit the richt hand and place rt fmartly
down the right fice.

XXII

|

|
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X X11. Fi your bayonets! 3 motions,

. Explanation­­­1. and 2. motions as in the
two firft of the fecure. |

3. Quit the right hand, and bring the fire­
lock fmartly down to the left fide with the
left hand, as far as it will admit without con­
ftraint, feizing the bayonet at the fame time
with the right hand, and fixing it, placing thet
hand juft below the brafs, with the piece kept
clofe to the hollow of the fhoulder.

XX I11. Shoulder your firelocks! 3 motions.
Explanation­­­1. Quit the right hand, and

bring up the firelocR with the left, feize it
again under the cock with your right, as in
the fecond motion of the fecure.

2. Quit the left hand, and place it ftrong
upon the butt.

3. Quit the right hand, and bring it down
the right fide. ‘

XX IV. Prefent your arms! 3 moridns.
As explained in three motions of the four­

teenth word ot comand. |
X XV. To the right face! 3 motions.

Explanation­­­1. Bring up the frelock, with
a quick motion high before you, "till your left
hand comes even with your eyes, with the
fingers of that hand extended alung the ft ck,
juft above the teather {pring. The right foot
to be brought clofe up to the left heel in this
motion, .

2. Face
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. 2. Face to the right, taking care in facing
to hold the firelock right up and down, and
fteady in your hands. ]

3. Step back with your right foot and come
down to your prefent.

XX VI. To the right face! 3 motions.
As in the foregoing explanation.

XXVIL To the right about face! 3 motions.
As in the foregoing explanation, coming
to the right about inftead of to the right.

XXVIII To the left facet 3 motions.
. Explanation­­­1. Bring the right foot brifkly

to the hollow of your Wf: with the firelock
in the fame pofition as in the fir{t motion of
facing to the right.

2. Face to the left.
3. Come down to your prefent.
IN x IX. To the left face! 3 motions.

before.
XXX. To the left about face! 3 motions.

As before, coming to the left about, in­
ftead of so the left,
XX X1. Shoulder your firelocks ! 2 motions.

As in the two motions of explanation
ninctc

: "

X XAT. Charge your bayonets! 2 motions.
ve In explanation one. .

2.+. Bring the {well of the firelock down
ftrong upon the palm of the hand, turning
upon both heels to the right, the right hand

o vafp! ng
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grafping the piece at the {mall behind the
Tock, and as high as the waift belt: the fire­
lock upon a level with the barrel upwards.
X X X 111. Shoulder your firelocks ! 2 motions,

Explanation­­­1. Bring up the firelocic to
the fhoulder; place the left hand upon the
butt, bringing the feet {quare to the front.

2. Quit the right hand, and throw iit down
the right fide.
XXXIV. Advance your arms! 4 motions.

1. and 2. As in explanation one.
3. Bring the firclock down the right fide

with the ht hand, as low as it will admit
without conftraint, lipping up the left hand
at the fame time to the {well, the guard be­
tween the thumb and fore finger of the right
hand, the three laft fingers under the cock, |
with’ the barrel to the rear.

4. Quit the left hand.
XXX V. Shoulder your firelocks! 4 motions. ­

Explanation­­­1. Bring up the left hand and
feize it at the fwell. #

2. Come {martly up to a poife. /
3. and 4. Shoulder.

“When this is finithed, every thing muft be
reftored to its former ftate by the following
words of command :

Officers ! Take.care!
Take your pot in the front of the battalion!
The officers and ferjeants recover their

arms,
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arms, the enfigns advance their colours, ‘the

Aerjeants face to the right and left outwards.
March!

The officers advance to the front through
the files or between the platoons, and halt at
four paces before the front rank; the fer­
jeants march round the flanks, and when come
to their proper places in the rear, ftand fat.
The druminers and fifers return to their
former pofts.

| | Halt!
The ferjeants face to the rear of the batta­

lion: They and the officers advance their
arms. *

Files that doubled to the left! As ye were!
March!

The files that doubled take a large ftep to
the left to get oppolfite to the intervals through
which they march to their former ftations.
When the exercifing officer ices they are all
got into their places, |

Halt!
The

» When the battalion is formed, the drummers and
ffers are to be divided on the right and left, ‘and in the
centre behind the colours, except the grenadier and light.
infantry drummers and fifers, who always remain with
their companies, as alfo their ferjeants on their flanks.
It is to be obferved, that the officers and ferjeants fiep off
together, and keep the ftep with each other regularly,
the officers marching f{lowly, the ferjeants more brifkly,
as they have a large round to take.
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The files that doublca drefs with thofe that

ftood.
After the manual the battalion generally

marches by grand or fubdivifions: This de­
pends on the pleafure of the commanding of­
Acer, who may either order it or proceed to
the firings. * | | i
~ On field­days the colonel or commanding
cificer ftands in the front of the battalion, near
the exercifing officer, generally without his
arms, to give him fuch directions as he may

‘think neceffary ; but at reviews he ftands with
his arms in his hand, near the reviewing ge­

‘neral, to anfwer fuch queftions as may be put
to him, or receive directions.

Cuar. IV.’
Of marching by grand or fubdivifioms, or by

companies, particularly at reviews.
Rear ranks! Clofe to the front !­­­March !

HE centre and rear ranks march ‘till
there remains no more diftance between

D the

* I have in the manual, and fhall on all other occa­
fions, given a caution to the officers and men what they
are next to perform : ‘This is very proper on a field­day,
but fhould never be pradtifed at a review. If the coms
manding officer choofes to have the exercife performed by
beat of drum, a ruffle, preparative or role on the drum, is
a warning to the battalion to be attentive; "a flam or

~ double firoke directs the motion to he performed.
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the ranks thar: what is neceflary to give the

‘men room to ftep without treading on the
heels of thofe before them.
To the right wheel by [ubdivifions !­­­ March!
When the fubdivifions have wheeled, they

march a little way, then wheel tothe left, and
march fo far that the next wheel will enable
them to march by the general, or command­
ing officer, with their right about two or three
paces from him; they then wheel and open
their ranks, the front rank marching four
paces before the centre fteps off, and the
centre the fame before the rear rank fteps off.
Fach fubdivifion muft obferve the fame; the of­
ficers, who are to be at the head of their refpce­
tive {fubdivificns, mutt {alute the general with
their fufees as they. pafs by hm. When the
firft divifion has paffed by the general fo far
that it is arrived oppofite the place where the
left of the battalion ftood, it muft wheel to
the lett, and march till it arrives at the
ground where the battalion was drawn up,
wheel again to the left, and march along the
rear of faid ground, ’till it arrives at fuch
a diftance as on the next wheel to occupy the
ground it marched from: The other fubdi­
vifions muft do the fame, ’till the battalion is
again formed. Great care muft be taken to
march very flow, particularly the firft divi­
fons, ctheywife the rear divifions will be

obliged
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obliged to run or leave very large intervals
between them, both of which are carefully to
be avoided, as they have a very bad ap­
pearance.

Sometimes the battalion marches before
the general by companies, that he may fee the
ftrength and condition of each ; but when the
companies are equal in numbers, this is unne­
ceffary, they being really fubdivifions. Among
the king’s troops, if the companies are unequal,
it is cuftomary to {quare them, that is, to
take fo many men from the ftrong companies
as may be neceffary to make the weak equal
to them, which is abfolutely requifjte; be­
caufe each company being obliged t furnith
an equal number of men on all duties, if they
were not {quared, fome companies would un­
dergo great hardfhips, while others are im­
pr operly indulged.

Before I difmifs this fubjed, it will not be
amifs to give fome direions how a reviewing
general is to be received. One or more cen­
tinels thould be placed at fome diftance irom
the battalion, on the road the general is ex­
pected, who are to give notice the minute they
perceive him coming. If the battalion has its
arms ordered, the major is to order them to
thoulder. When the general comes to about
eighty or ninety paces from the right of the
battalion, the major (who fhould be on horfe­

D2 back,
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back, as alfo the adjutant) muft order the men
to prefent their arms, then take his poft to the
right of the battalion, between it and the gre­
nadier company, and the adjutant on the lef,
each with their fwords drawn; with which they
are to falute. As the general paffes along the
line, he is to be faluted by the officers; when
he has paffed the centre, the major muft ride
to his poft of exercile; and when the generat
arrives to the left flank, the major muit order
the battalion to face to the left, the men are
to recover, face to the left, and preient their
arms. This 1s to be repeated when the ge­
neral gees to the rear," right and front of the
battalion. When the general has taken his
poft for reviewing, the major is to order the
battalion to fhoulder. The enfigns with the
colours never falute any but the king, his im­
mediate reprefentative, as the lord­lieutenant,
in Ireland, or the commander ­in chief of an
army. In America I apprehend this compli­
ment ought to be paid to the governing
powers. *

CHap.

* There is a method of wheeling praftifed among the
~ regulars, only when a battalion, or large body, 1s to per­

form this mgnceuvre, which is wheeljmg on the centre.
This, I believe, might be advantageoufly prattifed by
nnaller bodies, as low down as fubdivifions, platoons be­
ing too {mall to admit or require it. My reafons for pre­
ferring this method 15, that the «wwhecling line, being but

half
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Crap. V.

Of firing by platoons, fub or grand­divifions, or ly
wings landing, advancing and retreating, &c.

Grenadiers! (if none, lght­infantry) Tr 11 loft
cover the flanks of the baiiuiion !

HE company faces to the left.
| March!

The company files, the right­hand divifion,
when it has arrived w a diftance’ from the
right of the battalion equal to its own front,
ftops; the left­hand divifion continues to
march to the left of the battalion, the officer
marching between the officers and front rank,
and the men between and in the rear of the
ranks, *till it has got with its right to a diftance

| SEER equal
half the length, this evolution is performed with more re­
ularity than if the line was longer, and in half the time.

The words of command might’ be the fame as in the
ufual method, but dire® more as
Take care to avheel to the right by fubdivifions!
On this caution the right­hand platoon of each fub­

divifion fhould go to the right about.
March!

Each platoon fhould wheel to the right.
Halt!

The left­hand platoons halt, and the right come to the
nght about and drefs, .

If the wheelmg is to be, the left­hand platoon fhould
£0 to the right about. A little praftice would make this
method as eafy to the officers and men as the old. See

pare C. fp. 1.
5 fe
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equal to its own front from the left of the bat­
talion.

| Halt!
The company faces to the right, and drefles

with the battalion.
Rear ranks! Clofe to balf diffance!

The officers go to the right about.
March!

The rear ranks clofe to the front fo as to
leave only a moderate ftep between them; the
officers who are to cammand platoons, &ec.
fall into the intervals ; thofe that are to be in
the rear pafling through the intervals and form
four paces in the rear; the lietitenant­colonel,
if not commanding officer, three paces in the
rear of the officers. The officers who com­
mand platoons, and have fallen into the inter­
vals, tace to the centre, that is, thofe on the
right to the left, and thofe on the left to the
right. |

Halt!
The officers commanding platoons, &c.

face to their proper tront, thofe in the rear to
the right about. The {ferjeants are then
to acquaint the officers commanding pla­
toons, &c. what is their proper place in the
firings.

It 1s ufual, and alfo very neceffary, to have, it
poflible, {ome officers in the rear ot the batta­
lon, who are to bea check on the men, prevent

their
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their falling into confufion, and lad the batta­
lion when a retreat becomes neceflary. Thefe
officers fhould be of different ranks, that fome
of them may be men of experience. The
Pruffians, thofe patterns of dif.’ pline, who have
demonftrated what furprifin; «nd unexpected
feats well regulated and d:‘.iplined goops
may perform, lock on this as {o effential, that
they never have lefs than three in the rear of

"each battalion, tho’ they fhould be neceffitated
toentruft the command of platoons to {erjeants.
The regiments in the Englifh fervice, having
bugpfew officers, feldom have many in the
rear : But the cafe is different here, the city
batelions having forty battalion­oficers, and
the continental battalions twenty­four, onlv
fixteen of which are neceffary to command
platoons. The fecond and tourth captains
fhould be in the rear of the centre of each
wing, the fubalterns divided on the wings
from right to lett. 4. fy. 1. thews how the
officers of the city battalions ight be divided,
and fig. 2. thofe ot the continental troops. *

By the king’s order in 1764 ir 1s directed,
that during the firings the colonel fhould be
advanced before the ranks, and the lieutenant­

colonel

* I: would not be amiis if, on #wld­days, this order
was altered each day, that every officer may have an op­
portunity of learning his bufinefs at the head cf a pl=­
toon or w the rear.
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colonel in the front rank of the referve. This
may do at reviews, but not on fervice; be­
caufe fuch an advanced fituation would ex­
pofe the cojgnel to be particularly fired at,
and in cafe ofg charge with bayonets, he muft
retire into the f¥ont rank of the referve, which
will much croud it; befides, I conceive fome
officer of the experience and authority the
lieutenant­colonel may be fuppofed to have,
will be of great fervice in the rear, particu­­
larly in a retreat, which often requires great
care and attention when the battalion 1s hgrd
prefled. cr

Fix your bayonets !­­­Shoulder !
Prime and load! &

. Thiw far the major is to give the word of
coromarid : The firings are to be directed by
the colonel by fignaks with the drum.

Befgre | proceed to the firings, I beg leave
to corret an qgror which moft regiments
I have {een,:falgntp, and which the officers
do not take proper care to prevent. It is ge­
nerally ima Ered, that if a regiment fires faft,
and each platoon without any ftraggling fire,
it fires well, which is a great miftake; the
hurry prevents the men from ramming their.
mufkets as they ought, which greatly weakens
the force of the thot, and levelling properly,
fome pieces being too much elevated, and
others too much deprefled, which occafions

| | great
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oreat wafte of ammunition, and little exe­
cution. The correcting this error depends
greatly on the officers commanding the pla­

toons, who fhould not give the word fire "till
they fee their men are well levelled.” Two
fires leifurely and properly given, will do
more execution than three in the ufual way.
There 1s another error foldiers are apt to fall
into, owing to their military education: A
pie of ground, as level as poflible, being ge­
nerauy chofen for field­days and reviews, by
which men are accuftomed to conceive they
level well if their barrels are in an horizontal
pofition ; but as few fields of battle confift
entirely of fuch ground, a regiment may fire
over the heads of its antagopiits, if the latter
are in a hollow, and the cagtrary if on a rifing
ground. ‘T'o obviate this, regiments fthould
be exercifed on variety of grounds: |
. To make the firings more eafily underftood,

wn plae A. fiz. 3. 1s a regiment told off in
platoons, fub and grand­divifions, &c. ready
to fire ; the figures.above the diagonal lines
fhew the time at which each platoon is to fire,
tliole h=low the lines the number of the firin
as hrft, fecond or third firing. This {cheme
is difficrent from that directed by the duke .
of Cumberland, when captain­general ; but
{ have preferred it as being more fimple, and
as likely to anfwer the end propofed.

E  PLATOON­



BE EY EE
PLATOON­FIRING fanding.

Preparative.
The whole make ready, and ftand reco­

vered, having the fore finger on the trigger
and the thumb on the cock.

« Flam.
If the regiment is drawn up three deep, the

front rank kneel on their richt knees, and fix
the butts of their mufkets on the ground ; the

~fecond rank fteps forward to fire over the
heads of the front rank ; the third rank alfo
fteps torward, but inclines a little to the right, ­
to fire between the men of the fecond rank.
If it is only: two deep, the men of the rear
rank ftep forward, inclining a httle to the
right, in order to fire between the men of the
front rank.
Prefens + (by the officer commanding the

platoon.)
The men level.

Fire!
‘The men fire, and immediately recqver

their arms; and the centre and rear ranks fall
back to their proper places; and the platoon

proceeds to prime and load, *
As

* I believe the belt method of loading is as follows :
Tle men, having half cocked, race to “the right, and
bring their pieces down to a level, and prime; tica
graiping the cart:idge with the fore finger, and covering

the
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As foon as the firft platoon of the firft fire­

ing has fired, the fecond platoon of the {ame
firing fires, and is followed by the third,
fourth, fifth and f{ixth; as foon as this has
fired, the firft of the fecond begins, and is fol­
lowed by all the platoons of that firing ;; when
the firft of the third begins, and continues to
its fixth platoon; when this has fired, the
firlt of the firlt begins again, and 1s followed
by the reft. Thus an uninterrupted fire is
jzept up ’till the drum beats the firft part of
the general, which 1s to be the fignal on all
cccafions for ftopping the firing, and fhoul­
dering.

To fire advancing.
A march beat.

The whole ftep off together, and march.
Pr par: 1

‘The platoons of the firft firing make ready;
the firlt and fecond march out brifkly three

| DI) paces.

the opening thereof with the thumb, they fhut their pans
with their three other fingers ; then with a gentle jerk on
the butt they reverfe the firclock, bringing it to an in­
clined pofition, wich the butt to the front, and the
muzzle to the rear, proceed to load, fthoulder and face to
their proper front. The advantage of this pofition 1,
at while the men are loading, they prefent only thei

he to the enemy, which being in moit men narrower
than their front, the chapce of their being hit by anv
for fired at that dine is fo much letleaed. :
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paces. The firft is fired by its proper of­
ficer, and is followed by the other five, the
third marching out when the word prefent is
given tto the firft, the fourth when the word is

given to the fecond, and fo on, ’till the
cighteen platoons have fired, when the firft
begins again, and the firing continues ’till the
fignal felecealing is given. By the time each
= we has fired, it is to be fuppofed the bat­
talion, which mutt not halt, is come up and
received it into its proper place. The officers

~ muft be particularly attentive to preferve the
proper intervals, otherwife the platoons will
not find room when the battalion comes up.

To fire retreating.
Retreat !

The battalion goes to the right about and
retreats.

| Preparative.
The platoons of the fir firing make ready;

the firlt and {econd come to the right about;
the firft fires, goes to the right about, regains
its interval and loads; then the fecond does
the fame. When the word prefent 1s given by
the firft, the third comes to the right about,

and the following platoons obferve the {ame
method: And the Gre is in this manner con­
tinued through the whole, and repeated "ull

| lopped
­ ul
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ftopped by the commanding officer. When
the drum ceafes the battalion halts. |

Preparative.­­­Flam.
The regiment comes to the right about to

its proper front.
FIRING 4y SUBDIVISIONS.

To fire Sanding.
Preparative.

The firft firing makes ready.
Flam,

The rear rank or ranks place themfelves in
their ions proper for firing.
Prefent! (by the officer commanding the

fubdivifion.)
The firft fubdivifion prefents.

~~ Fire!
The firft fires, &c.
‘I'he firings ot the fubdivifions are as follow:
birt finng. Fifty, eighth, {econd and

ieventh., |
Second firing. Third, {ixth, fourth, fifth.
Third firing.  Firft and fecond divifions of

grenadiers or light­infantry. *
| Firft

* Ths 1s contrary to the military practice at reviews,
when the battalion 1s divided into two firings, and after
the {econd round the two grenadier dwviiions are fired to­
gether by the commanding ofhcer ; but in the hurry of
u battle this is very ditheult, 1tf at all practicable, as the
voinmanding officer muit advance a comderable diftance

in
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Firft part of the general.

The firing ceafes, and the men fhoulder.
B. fig. 1.
To fire advancing. eT fire retreating.

Thefe are to be pertormed in the fame
manner as platoons, with the fame alterations
as are mentioned in fubdivifion firing­ftand­
ing : Therefore a repetition of thofe directions
15 Unneceffary.

FIRING 4y GRAND­ DIVISIONS
Standing.

Preparative. oo
The whole makes ready; and the grand.

divifions are fired by the officers that com­
mand them, in the following order: Firft,
third, {econd, fcurth. Grenadiers or light
infantry on the right and lett, to be repeated
till the fignal is given to ceale Firing.

Advancing,
N,

in the front, to be feen by the orenadiers on the flanks,
both of ie: would probably be obitrutted by tie hurry
and fmecke : For which reaton I have alfo omitted firing
each firing together by the commanding officer, though
practifed by the Englith treops on field­days and reviews,
Ancther ob; cétion | nave to fring the grenadicrs : szethes
by the commending officer 1c, that as it 1s not done ‘ul
after the fecond round, half their fire is loft. The cflicers
fhould take a little more time between the fubdivifions
firing than when by platoons; beciufe the former being
done in half the time; too large u part of the regunent 2
would be unloaded at the fine tive,
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Advancing .­­­Retreating.

The direéions for firing by platcons will
fuffice for firing by grand­divifions, the officers
taking care not to fire too faft, but allow the
firlt time to load betore the fecond fires.

FIRING 4 WINGS.
Preparative.

The whole makes ready, and each wing
and divifion of light­infantry or grenad:ers 1s
fired by its proper officer. |

I'IRING 4 RANKS.
Preparative.

The whole recovers; the rear rank, or
ranks, if three, advance to clofe order; the
tront rank knecls, and the men drop the
muzzles of their firclocks, as do the centre
rank.

Rear rank! Prefent !­­­Fire!
Thefe words of command are given by the

commanding officer. As foon as this rank
has fired, it falls back and loads.

Centre rank! Prefeit !­­­Fire!
This, when fired, falls back and loads.

Lront rank! Picfent !­­­Fire!
This, when fired, rites up and loads. *

FIRINGS
© This is contrary to the ufual prafice, which i: to

begin
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Al

cond line, or referve, may be obliged to change
their front. There are feveral methods of per­

­ Pruffians, viz. by filing and wheeling, will be

“they are the fitteft to fuftain an attack ; but

[ 40 ]
FIRINGS #2 the REAR.

They may become neceffary when the
enemy has found means to get Into the rear of
the army, by which the regiments of the fe­

forming this. Two of thofe, practifed by the

found among the evolutions, and in plate C.
fig. 1. and 2., that thofe who incline to fol­
low them, may know Low they are to be per­
formed. T he reajon given tor this maneeuvre
is, that the beft men being in the front rank,

this I cannot lock on as conclufive, bravery
not being always annexed to ftature; nor can
it be doubted that the rear rank may, and ge­
nerally does, confilt of men of as much re­
folution as the front. Befides, this requires
time, which the enemy may not always allow:
"Theretore I believe facing to the right about,
and the 0officers commanding platoons moving

trom

begin with the front rank; but the following’ incon­
venience attends this _——t It the front rank fires firt,

it muft rife to load, and the two rear ranks cannot fire
till it has acne and kneels again ; but by beginning

‘with the rear rank, that has time to load while the
others are firing, It is often beft not to fire the frent
vark, but kecp it for a referve, left the enemy fhould at­
tack when the whole front 1s unfurnifhied of nre.
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from the front to the rear rank, now become the
front, would anfwer the purpofe full as well,
be performed in lefs time, and not e.:pofe the
corps to fall into confufion by making fuch
amotion in the face of an enemy. Itis true,
that by the method I propofe the order of the
platoons in firing 1s reverfed, the right­hand ­
wing becoming the left; but this, I apprehend,
is of little confequence, it being very immaterial
whether the firing begins from the right or left,
neither in the hurry of an action can this regu­
larity be always attended to, but each platoon or.
fubdivifion will be apt to fire as faft as it can,
independant of the reft.

OBLIQUE FIRING.
This, tho’ not often neceflary, may fome­

times become requifite, in crder to ufefully en>­
ploy the whole fire of the battalion. Suppofeit
attacked by a column or body of horfe, whof:
front is not equal to that of the regiment, if only
the direct fire is ufed, part of it muft be need­
lefsly referved or thrown away. To prevent
which, every file that outflanks the body at­
tacking, fhould face to the right or left, ac­
cording to its pofition, the degree of facing
muft be proportioned to the diftance from the
front attacked, in order to bear on the attack­
ing body. The fame fervice may be Fe
formed by wheeling the parts not attacked one

a cighth
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eighth or one quarter of a circle; but this
method iis attended with the following incon­
venience: That, as it has been found, by re­
peated experience, very difficult to bring men
to fire to their right or left, they always in­
clining to do it directly to their front, the de­
gree of wheeling muft be varied every minute,
as the attacking body approaches, *till it comes
to very near a quarter of a circle, by which the
flanks may be expofed, but in oblique firing

every man will, of his own accord, be apt te
vary the degree of his facing, as neceffity­ re­
quires. Poflibly a method compounded of the
two might be found beft, wheeling to a cer­
tam degree, and then firing directly or cb­
liquely, as cccafion may require. See B. fig. 2.

Of PARAPET FIRING.
This may be performed two ways, with the

filesopen or clofe; each has its advantage. By
the firft the firings fucceed one another with­
out any interruption, by the latter they are
flower, but heavier, that is, each platoon or
iubdivifion fires double the number of men at
one time, but requires much longer time be­
tween each firing: For which reafon I prefer
the former.

o« To fire with open files.
= The files may be opened two ways, by

doubling
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doubling them or by facing from the centre
to the right and left outwards, and filing till
there is a {pace between each file for a man to

afs. Which of thefe methods 1s to be fol­
bowed muft depend on circumftances, fuch as
the length of parapet a battalion or any cer­
tain number of men has to defend, but prin­
cipally by the manner in which the battalion
1s drawn up, whether in two or three ranks
if the former, doubling the files 1s beft ; if the
latter, opening them, becaufe, if only two
deep, the front cannot be loaded by the time
the rear has fired, but it may in the time re­

. quifite for two ranks to fire.
If the files are to be doubled, the words of

command are
Left­band jiles! Take care to double to the right!

Every fecond or left­hand file faces to the
right.

March!
If the ranks are open, the men that faced

ftep into the intervals between the ranks; but,
if clofed, they march into the rear ’till they
have got to a proper diftance,

Halt!
The men that doubled come to their pro­

per front and cover their file leaders.
If the files are to be opened

Take care ta open your files to the right and lef:
from the centre!

Fo The
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The officers and men face to the right and

left outwards. Co
March!

The right and left­hand files march two
fteps, and is then followed by the fecond, and
this in like manner by the third, each file
ftepping off at the fecond ftep of the preceding
file. When the commanding officer fees that
the whole is properly opened

Halt!
The officers and men face to the front.

Preparative.
The front rank recovers.

~ Flam.
The whole marches ; the front rank tteps

on the banket, if any, and is fired by the of­
ficers commanding the platoons or fubdivi­
fions: As foon as the men have fired, they re­
cover and go ta the right about, which brings
them oppofite the incervals through which
they march to the rear, load, and march
forward. The officer who commands the
platoon or fubdivifion does not go to the rear,
but continues in the front to fire the ranks as
they advance, the fupernumerary officers and
ferjeants taking care of the men that go to
the rear. When the word Prefent is given to
the front rank, the fecond recovers. Thus
the firing 1s continued ’ull the enemy retires
or beats off the defendant:

To
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To fire with clofe files.

The foregoing direttions will in a great
meafure ferve here, the only difference between
the two methods being the manner in which
the ranks are to go to the rear, which is by
facing to the right and left outwards, and
filing through the intervals between the pla­
toons or fubdivifions. |

When the firing ceafes, if the files were
opened either by doubling or filing to the
right and left, the battalion is again reduced
to its former ftate by the following fignals :

Preparative.­­­Flam. .
If the files were doubled, thofe that doubled
ftep with their left feet obliquely to the left,
and march through the intervals ; if the files
opened, they facé to the right and left in­
wards, at the preparative, and march at the
fam.

Flam,
The whole faces to its proper front.

STREET­FIRINGS advancing.
Platoons! (or fubdivifions) ‘Take care to wheel to

the right | *­­­March! See plate C. fig. 1.
| The

® The manner in which the battalion is to whecl,
whether by platoons, fub or grand­divifions, mutt depend
on the widenefs of the {treet or road; the front fhould
always be as large as poflible, leaving a fufficient fpace
on each flank for the platoons that have fired to fiic to.
the rear,

LB, ­
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The platoons, &c. wheel either on the

centre or with one front; if on the centre
when the word

Halt
is given, the half that went to the right about
come to the right about to their proper front,

Drummer beats a march,
The whole ftep off together, and march.

Preparative.
The lewpog divifion recovers.

—3 Flam.
It fires, Wheels from the centre to the right

and left outwards, and when in a line with
the flanks of the regiment, the divifions face
to the right and lett, and file down the flank,
’t:ll they come to the rear of the battalion,
when the officer that commands them orders
them to wheel inwards, which they are to do
by files, the leading file of each divifion wheel­
ing half a circle, the next file wheels round
the leading file, till it comes to its pro­
per place on the right or left of the leading
file, and is followed by the other files, ’till the
whole divifion is properly formed, when it
loads and marches. ‘When the word Prefent
1s given to the firft divifion, the fecond reco­
vers, and marches beyond the ground of the
firlt before it fires, {fo as to gain ground every
bring.

Alter the fignal is given to begin the firing,
the
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the drummer is to beat a march without ceaic
ing, ’till ordered to the contrary.

The regimental colours or ftandard muft
wheel after every divifion that files along the
flanks, and form in the rear of the divifion at
the head of which it was before, by which
means it will always be in the centre of the

. battalion. The enfigns that carry the grand­
divifion colours thould al{o wheel in {uch
a manner as always to keep in the centre of
their refpective grand­divifions.

Retreating.
The drummer beats a retreat.

The whole battalion halts, and the firings
are conducted as before direCjed, by which
means the battalion retreats, dr rather loofes
ground, as each divifion fires.

Take care to form the battalion!
To the left wheel, and form the battalion !­­­ March!

The platoons, &c. wheel to the left, and
drefs.

Of FIRING « VOLLEY.
This may be done on two occalions, in the

day of battle, immediately before charging
with bayonets, and for a feu­de­joy on fome oc­
caflon of rejoicing.
To fire a volley and charge with baycnets.

Pr cpaiatipe.
The
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The whole makes ready; the front rank

kneels, the others lock.
Flam.

The whole prefent.
Flam. |

The whole fires, and recovers; the front
rank rifes up brifkly; the whole level their
bayonets to charge, which they muft do brifk­
ly, and clofely follow their fmoke, 1 in cafe the
wind favours them, by blowing it in the face
of the enemy. In caf= they have the good
fortune to break their opponents, the officers
fhould be carei! not to let their men purfue
the fugitives too eagerly, left by breaking
their own ranks they become a prey to fome
freth body of the enemy.

Preparative.
The whole halts, drefies and recovers.

Flam.
The regiment half cocks, primes and loads.

Flam.
The whole fhoulders.

If the firing is for ¢ feu­de­joy
Preparative.

The whole recovers; the front rank does
not kneel, or the others loc.

Flam.
The whole prefent, with their muzzles in

the air, the centre and rear elevating them
above the heads of the men before them.

Elam,
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Flam. |

The whole fires, recavers, primes and loads,
as this fring is always twice repeated. After
the third volley the men ftand recovered.

Flam.
They half cock,

| Flam.
They fhut their pans.

Flam.
They fhoulder. |
This is the moft ufual method with the

Britith troops; but among foreigners, and
fometimes by our regiments, when on foreign
fervice, and mixed with other troops, the fex­
de­joy 1s by a running fire in the following
manner :

Preparative.
The battalion recovers and cocks.

Flam.
The whole prefents.

Liam.
‘The rightand left­hand files fire, and are fol­

lowed by the next files, thefe by the third, &c.
till the firing reaches the centre, when the
Hanking files begin again, and continue ’till
three rounds are fired, when the firing ceafes,
and the men ftand recovered.

Flam.
They half cock,

G Flam.
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| Flam.
They fhut their pans.

Co Flam.
They thoulder.
If the troops are in a fortified town, the

feu­de­joy 1s always performed on the ram­
parts, the men facing the parapet.

I have directed thefe firings by fignals, but
the commanding officer may do it by word of
command, if he choofes fo to do. Having
now gone through all the firings that are
ufually practifed, I {hall proceed to the evo­
jutions.

Crar. VI.
Of wheeling on the centre.

Take care lo wheel on the centre!
H E right divifion of grenadiers, or
light­infantry, and right wing of the

battalion, go to the right about.
To the right wheel on the centre |­­­March!
Each wing, &c. wheels to its night a quar­

ter of a circle.
Halt!

The left wing, &c. halts, the right comes
to the right about, and the whole drefs.

Take care to wheel to the left on the centre!
The left wing, &c. goes to the right about.
To the left wheel on the centre | —­­March !

Each wing wheels a quarter of a circle.
Holt!
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Halt!

The right wing halts, the left comes to the
right about, and dreffes.
Wings |! Take care to wheel to the TigoE on the

centre!
To the right wheel on the centre! March!

Halt!
Wings! 7% heel to twe leit en the centre !­­­March!

Halt!
Grand­di; fons! Take care to wheel to the right

an the centre!
To he right wheel on the centre! ­­­March !

Halt!
To the left wheel on the centre !­­­March !

Halt!
I have omitted giving any directions for

the two laft evolutions, as thofe before given
are {ufficient in all cafes, obferving this ge­
neral rule, That, when the wheel 1s to the
right, the right­hand half is to go tothe right
about, and the left when to the left.

In wheeling, great care fhould be taken to
keep the ranks as ftraight as poffible, for
which purpofe the centre. man, on whom the
wheeling is performed, fhould only turn flow­
ly, the next wheel a very little fafter, and
ach, as he 1s more diftant from the centre,
nove proportioiably quicker. Every man
thould, with his clbow, teel his neighbour on
the fide on which he wheels, oofting his eyes

(2 the
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the contrary way, that he may not move too
faft for thofe who have a larger {pace to go
over. If every man is attentive to feel his
neighbour without crouding on him, the whole
line would never take up more or lefs ground
than it occupied when 1t fet off. i

Cuap, VII.
To change the front of the battalion.
HIS may be done by filing or wheel­
ing. Firft by filing.

Take care to change front cf the battalion by fling!
Face to the left !

The whole faces to the lett.
March and wheel by files!

The "left file of the left divifion of grena­
diers or light­infantry wheels to the lett half
a circle, and marches along the rear of the
battalion, ’till it gets to the rear of the ground
on which the right divifion ftood. As {oon
as the firlt has wheeled round, the fecond |
marches to the ground from which the firft
wheeled, and wheels, and is followed in the
{ame manner by every other file, ’till the right­
hand file of the right divifion of grenadiers
or light­infantry has wheeled. J —

Halt! .
‘The whole faces to the right, and drefics,

See plate C. fig. 2.
Secondly.
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+ Secondly. By platoons or fubdivifions.
Take care h change the front of the battalion by

wheeling to the left by fubdivifions!
a To the left wheel !­­­ March !

The left diyifion of grenadiers, or infantry,
wheels half a circle to the left, and marches
in the rear; the other battalion, &c. divifions
march in fucceffion to the ground this one has
quitted, and wheel in the fame manner, then

Halt!
The whole faces to the right, and dreffes.

See plate C. fig. 3.
If thought neceffary to bring the battalion

to its former front, the foregoing directions
muft be reverfed.

Cuapr. VIII.
FORMING ze SQUARE.

H 18S is belt done by grand­divificns.
Take care to form the [quare by grand­

divifions !
Grand­divifions! Form the fquare !

The firft grand­divifion and grenadrers on
the right face to the left; the left wing and
grenadiers face to the right.
. Mach {

The fecond grand­divifion mcves flowly
forward. As foon zs the rear rank has cleared
the front line, the referve and regimental co­

lnnre
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lours, or ftandard, moves with the fide ftep
till it gets in the rear of the centre of the fe­
cond grand­divifion. The firft grand­divifion
wheels to the right by files, and rarghes in
the rear of the flank files of the fecond, to
form the right face. The third grand­divifion
wheels by files, till 1ts leading files cover the
left flank of the fecond, and forms the left
face. The fourth or lett grand­divifion files
along the line to form the rear face. Each
divifion of grenadiers fubdivides and covers the
angles of the {quare. The field and ftaff officers,
drummers and fifers, get into the fquare.

| Face fquare!
The right, left and rear faces go to the right

about, and face outwards.
|

To march the fyuarc.
Take care to march the fguare to tie frome!

The right face faces to the left, the lett face
to the right, and the rear goes to the right
about,

March!
The whole marches *ull the drum ceafes,

when the fquare halts, cach face faces out­
wards. In the {fame manner the {quare
may march by any of its faces. The regi
mental celours, or ftandard, drummers and
fers mult always £211 in the rear of the face
that learls,

To
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To fire the fquare.

Preparative.
The grenadiers make ready, and fire by

word of command from their refpcétive of­
cers, in the following order: That on the

~ right of the front face on the right of the rear
face, on the right of the right face, and on the
right of the left face. Each platoon, as foon
as 1t has fired, recovers and goes to the right
ibout ; alfo the left­hand platoon of each face
recovers and wheels out about an eighth of
a circle to make room for the grenadiers to
march into the {quare, the platoon that wheel­
ed falls back and thoulders, and the grenadiers
load.

Preparative.
The right­hand platoon of each face makes

ready, and is fired by its proper officer in the
following order: Front, rear, right and left
taces. The left­hand plateons make the fe­
cond fire, and are {followed by the other two
platoons of each face. When the ‘whole has
fired, the left­hand platoons wheel out, as be­
fore directed, and let out the grenadiers. This
1s the ufual method on field­days and at re­
views; but {uch regularity cannot well be
obierved in the hurry of an ation, but the of­
ficers of each face regard chiefly their own
firings; and this may occafiogally become ne­
| ceflary,
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ceflary, as, when the fquarc arrives at fome
place where one or more of its faces are fe­
cured from an attack by the nature of the
ground. Should any face fo circumftanced
fire, it would needlefsly expend its ammunition.

To reduce the fyuare.
Take care to reduce the [quare!

From the [quare form the battalion !­­­March !
The reducing of the fquare being the re. |

verfe of forming 1t, each face muft face or
wheel contrary to what it d'd before ; confc­
quently any further directions are unncceflary.
See plate D. fig. 1.

Cuar. IX.
Of forming the OBLONG SQUARE.

Take care 10 form the oblong fquare !
Form the oblong [quare!

HE fubdivifions on the right of the
fourth face to the left, thofe on the let:

face to the right. |
March!

The fourth fubdivifion marches forward
to form the front face; the third, fecond
and firft wheel by files to form the right face ;
the fifth, fixth and feventh do the {fame to form
the left face; and the eighth files along the
line and makes the rear face. The grenadiers,
or light infantry, cover the angles,

The
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The directions for marching, firing, &c.

are the fame as in the foregoing ; but it rarely,
if ever, bas occafion to march but by its

front or rear faces. See plate D. fig. 2.
The battalion is formed by facings and

wheelings ; the reverie to thofe ufed to form
it, by the following words of command :

Take care to forus the battalion!
From the fquare form the battalion

March !­­­Halt!
Cuar. X.

Of tp. fing a BRIDGE or DEFILE, and of
the SIDE STEP. J

T" E drummer beats a march, and the bat­
~~ talion marches ’t1ll 1: comes to the bridge.

Prep.rative, or, Take care to pafs the bridge !
March |

The platoon « fubwurvifion oppofite the
bridge which I here fuppofe to be the fifth
fubdiviiion) raurches flowly forward; thofe
and the grenadiers on its right face tc the
left; and thofe on the left face to the right :
and they all file. Each fubdivifion ot the
right and left wing, as foon as it comes to the
place from which the fifth marched off, faces
to its proper front, and marches in the rear of
the leading fubdivifion. This is te be done
in alternate order, one from each wing, that
15, the fourth, fixth, thir!) feventh, fecond,

Il eighth
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eighth; grenadiers or light­infantry in divi­
fions. When the leading divifion has paffed
the bridge, it continues to > march ver y lowly;
the other fubdivificns, as they pafs, fhould
advance brifkly, with the fide ftep, to the
right or left, till they regain their proper
places in battalion, and drefs with the leading
fubdivifion. See plate E.

As marching in battalion is never practiled
but in day of battle, we muft fuppole 1t pafies
the bridge, &c. to attack an enemy on the
other fide, and as fuch enemy may take the
eppor tunity of attacking and defeating it by
reroll # the fubdivifions Mould recover, to be
ready to fire, if neceffary; but if it can be
avoided the firft thould not fire till at leatt
three have formed, and the other two are ready
to fupport it. This firing fhould be carried
on as lowly as pofiible, to give the relt time
to come up

When a battalion is marching in column of
platoons or {ubdivifions, and arrives at a nar­
row bridge, or other pats that will not admit
the whole front of the platoon or fubdivifion,

the
* This 1s a term I do not remember to have feen 1n

any Englith author on military affair»; but among the
French the word detail, which, in mercantile affair, has
the {ame fignification with our retail, is frequently ap­
plied tc the “military. I think I may with propriety uie
1t, as it conveys a plain id ­a, and is fhorter than any
otlier manner in which the fame thing can be exprefie:
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the ufual manner of paffing is, for the right
or left half of the front rank 7 pafs over, the
other half facing to the right or left, as it may
be requifite, filing to the ground the other half
had occupied, then coming to its proper front,
and marching, the fecond and all the follow­
ing ranks do “the fame. When the two parts
of each rank have pafled over, they fhould
again unite. ‘The officers of the forenioft di­
vifions thould give great attention to make
their men march very lowly till the whole has
pafled, otherwife there will be: a very long
and ftrageling rear, which fhould always be
carefully avoided.

Of the fide [flep.
The fide ftep, which fhould properly be

called the diagonal ftep, as it 1s not made di­
rectly either to the fide or tront, but between
both, in order to gain around each way, 1s
very convenient on many occafions. The
men fhould always {tep off with the foot which
15 on the fide ground to be gained. See plate
L. fz. 3. On all occafions where men are
marcuing in column, ard are to be formed in
batral; on, I preter doing it by the fide ftep ra­
ther than by filing or wheeling, as by the firft
they expole their Hanks to the enemy, and by
the latter the are more lable to fall into con­
tufion, and it requires more time; but by the

11 Ode:
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fide ftep they always face the enemy, and
every part of a divifion that has cleared the
flank of the preceding one, may be fired, if ne­
ceffary, without waiting ‘till the whole is
clear. It may be alledged that by filing this
laft advantage may be obtained by ordering
the men to come to their proper front. This
I grant; but when the divifion is once faced,
it becomes fixed, and cannot gain ground, nor
uncover more of its files; but by the fide
ftep it advances to the very laft, and every
ftep it takes it gains the fire of an additional
file. See plate D. fig. 4. where a fhews the
enemv, the leading Fivifion. and ¢ one partly
uncovered.

Cuar. XI.
Of paffing through a wood.

IF the battalion comes to a thick wood,
having a narrow road through it, this be­

ing a defile; is to be paffed as directed in the
foregoing chapter ; but if open, and clear of
underwood, and no other circumiftances, fuch
3s an enemy. having pofieffion of the ikirts of
it on the other fide, it may be paffed by each
fubdivifion wheeling by files, and filing "ull it
vets clear of the wood. When 1t has done
this, the fubdivifions fhould again wheel by
files to the right or left to form the battalion. *

In
* As the grenadiers or light­infantry divifions are

fmaller
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In cafe the enemy it in pofleffion of the far­
ther fide of the wood, and the battalion is un­
der a neceflity of pafling through, it muft then
pafs in front in the beft manner 1t can, and
brifkly attack the enemy with bayonets; the
refolution with which this fhould be per­
formed, may compenfate for the badnefs of
fituation, When in the firft cafe the batta­
lion arrives at the edge of the wood, the com.
manding officer orders the drummer to ceafe
beating a march, and the battalion halts.
Jake care the battalion! Face to the right!

* The whole faces to the right.
Subdivifions! Wheel to the left by files!

March! fom
The right­hand file of each fubdivifion files

to the left, and is followed by the other files.
When the whole 1s well clear of the woed

To the right wheel by files and jor: the battalion!
March I­­­Halt !

J The whole comes to its proper front, and
drefles.

My reafon for filing by {ubdivifions is, that
the fmaller the filing body, the fooner it will

| have pafled and formed. See plete F.
Car,

imalier than fubdivifions, generally by kalf, when the:
ome to form thus en the night will be too clofe te, and

oe that on the lef* too far from, the battalicn : "Therefor
hey fheuld file along the line till they recover thei
: cr diflance.,
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Cuar. XII.

Of forming the folid column.
HE ftrength of a column is no way
fixed, but depends on circumftances,

as, the ftrength of the troops attacking; the
nature of the ground the column is to pas
over, which thould be little, 1f at all, incum­
bered with trees, bufthes, &c. that may retard
and break fuch a body, whofe principal
merit confifts in its weight occafioned by ve
locity and compacétnefs. 7 thall give direction
how to form it of one regiment, which wil
ferve for any other number. If the regimen
1s drawn up three deep, it may form by grand
divifions, which will make a column twelv

“deen; butif it is only two deep, it thould b
by {ubdivifions, forming a column fixtce
cle. Platsons would ove too fmall a fron
ind too long a rear.
7 cke care to for 12 the [elid column by [ubdivifions!
Right­hand fubdic if wn! Stand fot 1­­­Face |

toe right!
The fecond, and all the other fubdivifion

and lett grenadiers, face to the right.
March!

ht 18 irik {fubdivifion marches flowly fo
ward, the reft file "util each fubdivifion com
Lo He round the firit has marched fro
when it aould face to the front and jon t

preceding
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preceding as clofe as poflible, leaving juft
room enough for the men to march freely.

The grenadiers, inftead of forming at the
head of the column, would, I believe, be bet­
ter in one or two files on the flanks, for a pur­
pofe I fhall immediately mention. The lead­
ing files of the grenadiers thould drefs with
the head of the column. ‘

Pryepare to charge!
The whole recovers. The three front ranks

prefent their bayonets for the charge.
March! or Chorge!

The whole column marches as brifkly as
poflible, in order to break through the corps
oppofling; as foon as it has penetrated, the
grenadiers on the flanks fthould face out­
wards and attack the enemy in front, flank
and rear, which will effectually deftroy that
corps. See plate G.
Tcke care to form the battalion !­­­March!

If the ground will permit to form, by
marching forward, when the word march 1s
given, the leading divifion moves forward,

and the other divifions recover their places in
the battalion, by the fide ftep, or when the
firft divifion 1s fufficiently advanced to make
room for the fecond to wheel, it halts; the fe­
cond wheels a quarter of a circle to the left,
tnen a quarter of a circle to the ­right, and
marches to its place in battalion; the third

wheels
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wheels to the left, marches *till it has got to
the left of the fecond, then whe:ls to the right
and marches to its proper place; the fourth,
fifth, &c. do the fame ’till the whole is form­
ed. If the ground will not allow the firft to
advance

Leading fubdivifion! Stand faft !
Face to the left !

The fecond, third, &c. divifions face to the
left.

March!
The divifions that face file ’till each comes

to the rear of the ground which it is to occupy
in battalion, then faces to its proper front
and marches to the left of the preceding one,
with which it dreffes.

Cuar. XIIL
Of breaking and rallying.

S the bell regiments may fometimes be
broken and rally again, it is not amifs

to inftru¢t the officers and men what they are
to do if fuch a misfortune fhould betall them.

%.  Preparative.­­­Flam.
On this laft fignal the men break and run

confufedly to fome diftance.
To arms.

The oificers muft exert themfelves to rally
and form their men. The {tandard­bearer,

or
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or enfigns, with the regimental colours, fhould
tak.e fome proper poft, that they may thew the
men where they are to aflemble.

Cuar. XIV.
Of forming the [quare when marching in open

column, by (ubdivifions or svand­divifions.
Take care to form the [quare !­­­­March!

HE leading fubdivifion halts, the fe­
cond marches with the fide ftep ’till 1t

gets on the left of the firft; the third marches
to the ground the fecond juft quitted, then
wheels to the right; the fourth marches w
the fame ground and wheels to the lett; the
fifth marches to the ground the third occu­
pied, and wheels to the right; the fixth
marches with the fide ftep to the left of the
fame ground, and wheels to the left; thc f&­
venth marches to make the rear face, and is
jollowed by the eighth, which marches with
the fide ftep to its left. The grenadiers, or
light­infantry, cover the angles, and the faces
face outwards. pe. |

Take care to reduce the fyuare!”
‘The front face halts, the right face faces to

its left, as does the left face to its right, the
rear face comes to the right about.

March!
The right fubdivifions of the front and

I rear
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rear march forward ; the left­hand ditto march
with the fide ftep to the right, ’till they get
in the rear of the former. The fubdivifions
of the right face wheel by files to their left,
and thofe of the left face do the fame to their
right, ’till they have got into their places;
the grenadiers, or light­infantry, cover the
flanks. The whole muft continue marching
till each fubdivifion has gained its proper
diftance from the preceding one.

Halt!
7 cke care to form grond­divifions !­­­ March!
The art, third, ft and feventh {ubdivi­

fions march forward ; the fecond, tourth,
fixth and eighth, by the fide ftep, to their left,
till each gets on the left of its preceding fub­
divifion. The former fhould move flowly,
the latter more brifkly.

Take care to form the fqrare!
The front halts; the other three grand.

divifions march to half diftance.
March!

The right fubdivifions of the fecond and
. third grand­ divifions wheel to their right to
form the right face; the left fubdivifions
wheel ta their left to form the left face. The
fourth grand­divifion marches torward to form
the rear face.

Halt!
The night, left and rear fuces face outwards.
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Take care to reduce the [quare!

The right, left and rear faces go to the
right about ; the front and res: faces ftand
faft.

March!
The fubdivifions of the right face wheel to

their left; thofe of the left face to their right,
and the proper fubdivifions unite and form
arand­divifions ; when united, they come to
the right about.

"The drummer beats a march.
The leading grand­divifion marches for­

ward ; when it has got to a proper diftance
the fecond marches, and the fame is obferved
by all the others.

Cuar. XV,

To form the obiong [quare.
S in the laft chapter the battalion was
fuppofed marching by grand­divifions,

it muft be reduced to fub­divifions, which may
be done either by forming the battalion and
wheeling by {ubdivifions, or the grand may
be reduced to fubdivifions on the march.

Take care to form from grand io fubdrvifions!
March!

The right­hand fubdivifions of each grand­
divifion march forward; the left­hand ful»

12 divifions
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divifions march, by the fide ftep, to their
right, ’till each falls into the rear of its right­
hand fubdivifion. |

Take care 10 form the oblong [quare!
All the fubdivifions, but the firft, march to

half diftance. |
| March!

The right platoons of each fubdivifion, but
the firft and ¢ighth, wheel to the right to form
the right face; the left­hand ditto wheel to
the left to form the left face; the eighth
marches to form the rear face.

Halt!
The rear face goes to the right about, and

faces outwards,
Take care io reduce the fquare!

The platoons that formed the right face,
face to their left; thofe of the lett face to
ther nght; and the rear face comes to the
right about.

March!
The front and rear faces ftand faft. The

platoons of the right face wheel by files to
their left, as do thofe of the left face to their
right, *vll they unite in fubdivifions.

The drummer beats a march.
The firft fubdivifion marches forward;

when it has got to a proper diftance, the fe­
«ond fteps off, and is followed in the fame
spanner by the others.

Tors

~ma————
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3 ‘ake care to form the battalion!

dbdivifions | To the left wheel 1­­­March !
Cuar. XVI

Of forining on potence, or gallows, balf a fguare, Gc.
S a battalion is liable to be attrcked in
rear, or on its flanks, as well as in

front, it fhould be prepared to defend itfelf
in all cafes. If attacked on all fides, the
fquare muft be formed ; but as it may be at­
tacked on one or both flanks, or in rear, and
on one flank, or that fome part may be pro­
tected by the nature of the ground ; in any
of thefe cafes to form the {quare would be
wrong, as the face or faces fo fecured, or not
attacked, would be ufelefs, and their affiftance
loft to thofe that are: Therefore the batta­
lion fhould be formed on potence or gallows,
or in half a {quare, as occalion may require
but as the length of the legs muft depend on
the nature of the ground to be occupied, it is
impofiible to fix on any number of platogns
or fubdivifions for each, confequently to af­
certain the proper word of command. The
commanding ofhicer fhould go himfeif, or fend
the major or adjutant, to face or wheel the
number that may be requilite. The gre­
nadiers, or light­ infantry, muit be di fooled of
on the angles, or rather, parts where they may
be ufeful. The inipection of the figures ii

plate
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plate H. will make the matter clearer than

_ any written directions.
Fig. 1. Shews a battalion forming the gal­

lows, its right being covered with an ime
paffable river,

Fig. 2. A battalion drawn up in gallows,
its rear’ covered by a wood. In this cafe all
the avenues in the wood fhould be ftopped
with felled trces, and fome grenadiers, light­
infantry or riflemen placed in the wood.

Fig. 3. A battalion forming half a fquare,
its right and rear covered by a rivulet with
fteep banks. In this cafe fome of the detached
companies * fhould be pofted of its banks, for
the fame reafon they are directed to be pofted
in the wood in the foregoing cafe.

Fig. 4. A battalion forming half a {quare, with
its rear covered by a hollow way, and its lett by
awood. Here fome of the detached companies
fhould be ftationed on the inner bank of the
hollow way, and in the wood, where an abatis
fheuld be formed as direéted under figure 2.

Cuap. XVII. co
Of fufiaining a charge with bayonets, and difiniffing

the regiment.
| HE N a battalion perceives another

ready to charge it, which is generally
done

* By detached companies I underftand the grenadiers
and light­infantry, who, thcugh part of the regiment,
are not of the battalion, prorerly fo called.
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done, by firing a volley at a fmall diftance,
and following the fmoke, it fhould put itfelf .
in the beft pofture to fuftain it. This is dif­ |
ficult, as the force the affailants acquire, by |
the quicknefs of their motions, is not eafily
refifted. The beft method of doing it is,
I believe, the following: The front rank

| fhould kneel, fupport their left arm by refting
the left elbow on the left knee, and with the

“right keeping the butt of the mufket to the
left breaft; the fecond rank fhould prefent
their bayonets in the fame manner, covering
the intervals between the bayonets of the
front rank, the men inclining a httle forward ;
the rear rank fhould ftand recovered, and
with their fhoulders fupport the backs of
the fecond rank. By this method the ba­
yonets would project farther from the mens

| bodies than thoie of the regim:nt charging;
and, as enlarging the bafe of any body, and

| diminifhing its height, renders it more ftable,
the front rank kneeling would not be fo eafily
overturned as it would ftanding.

Having gone through all that I conceive
neceflary to be done in the field, it is time to

| difmifs the battalion by the following words
of command, the battalion being formed :

Rear ranks! Open backwards to your former
diftance | ­­­ March !

The centre and rear ranks fall back to open

I.
order,
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order, or they go to the right about, and
march, the rear eight paces, the centre four,
The officers in the front rank ftep forward
four paces, thofe in the rear come forward
and drefs with the others.

Halt !
If the rear ranks went to the right about,

they come again about to their proper front,
and cover their file leaders. . The officers or­
der their fufees.
Poife your firelocks !­­­Rep on your arms !­­­Re­

© turn your bayonets !*­­­Shoulder !
Grenadiers! Face to the right !­­­March!

Having faced, the right divifion files to
fuch a diftance as to leave room for the left
divifion, and alfo a fpace equal to the front
of the company between its left and the right
of the battalion. Theleftdivifion files through
the ranks.
Tbe drummers call is beat by the orderly drummer.

The drum and fife major, with part of the
agrummers and fifers, form on the left of the
left­hand colours, facing to the right. The
enfign, with the colours, advances to the head
of the drummers, and marches to the right,
cach colour or ftandard falling in as the drum~

mers

* When the men ufe powder, it is cuftomary, before
they return their bayonets, to order them to wipe them,
that they may not rult in the fcabbard ; for which pur­

+ pofe every man fhould have an oiled rag in lis pouch.
Ne 44
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mers come up to them, the whole marching
along the line ’till they arrive at the head of
the grenadiers, or company that is to efcorr
them. As they pafs along the line, the men
prefent, the drummers beat, and the officers
falute with their hats.

When arrived at the head of the company,
the captain, if the whole is to efcort them, or
the firft­lieutenant, if only half the company,
orders the men to fix their bayonets. The of­
ficer commanding the efcort places himfelf at
the head of the colours, and the reft in the fol­
lowing order: Colours, drummers and fifers,
elcort.

When the colours are got to fome diftance
from the battalion,
Shoulder !­­­Right­hand file of each company fland
fap !­­­To the right clofe your files by companies !
"The files of each company, except the

right, face to the right.
” March!

The files clofe.
Halt!

They come to their proper front.
The commanding officer then direéts the

officers or ferjeants to march the companies to
their refpective parades, and difmifs them.

‘There being other things, befides the ma­
nual and evolutions, neceffary tor officers and
men to know, I fhall give directions for a few

K of
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af them, viz. Receiving and diftributing orders
in camp or garrifon, mounting of guards,
and precautions to be obicrved on a march.

Cuar. XVIII,
Of orders, bow they are to be received and diftributed.

RDERS, both in camp and garrifon,
are of two kinds: General, which are

given by the commander in chief, or governor,
and refpeét the whole camp or garrifon; and
regimental, which concern each particular re­
giment only. Of garrfon orders {ome are
permanent, which are generally fixed up In
cvery guard­room; thefe “contain general
direétions, as, the times of drums beating,
mounting guard, and fuch other ftanding rules
as are feldom varied; thefe arc peculiarly
diftinguifhed by the title of garrifon orders :
Others given out daily, as, the parole, fign and
counterfign, and {uch others as phn
may require.

General orders in camp are received from
the commander in chiet by the adjutant­ge­
neral, who diftributes them to tie aid­de­
camps of the inferior generals and brigace­
majors; thefe give them to the adjutants of
the regiments that conftitute their refpective
brigades. In garrifon the towi­major recerves
the orders from the governor, and diftributes
them as before directed. As foon as an ad­

.

jutant
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jutant has received the general orders, he
fhould communicate them to the officer com­
manding the regiment, who adds fuch as he
thinks neceffary for the particular government
of his corps. Thus turnifhed, hc orders the
orderly drummer to beat the ferjeants call.
The orderly ferjeants and corporals thus fum­
moned, repair to the ufual place ; the ferjeants
draw up in a rank, with the ferjeant­major at
their right; the corporals in another rank in
the rear, three or four paces­diftant. The adju­
tant then orders the ferjeants to wheel from the
right and left, and form a ring round him, and
order their arms ; they then prepare their or­
derly books, pens and ink. The corporals
form a circle round the ferjeants, face out­’
wards, and reft their firelocks to prevent any
perion approaching the ring while the parole
1s giving out. All thefe preparations made,
the adjutant whifpers the parole to the fer­
jeant­m¥or, he to the ferjeant on his right,
this to his next neirhbour, ‘till it comes
round to the ferjeant­major, who whifpers it
to the adjutant, that, if any miftake has been
made, he may reétity it. “L'his done, the cor­.
porals are crdered to clofe to the ring that they
may hear the orders, when the adjutant gives
out the fign and counterfign,* general and re­

K 2 g'mental
* The fign and counteriizn are motions by which

2 cCn­
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gimental orders, then difmifes the ferjeants anc
corporals to carry the orders to their officer:
and men.

| Char. XIX.
Of guards in camp and garrifon.

HE guards in camp are of two kinds,
general and regimental: General guards

are {uch as are mounted by detachments from
each regiment, as advanced, artillery, ammu­
nition and forage guards, a guard for each
general officer, according to his rank." Regi­
mental guards are the quarter and rear guards,
the firft­ commanded by a fubaltern officer,
the laft by a non­commiffioned officer, and
both are turnifhed by their refpective re­
giments,

The general officers guards are, For the
commander in chief one captain, two {ubal­
terns and fifty men ; a lieutenant­general one
fubaltern and thirty men; a major­general
one fubaltern and twenty men; a brigadier
one ferjeant and. twelve men.

Befides
a centinel may, in the night particularly, diftinguith
a frien rom a ftranger ; they are generally manual, and
fuch as mey make fome noife, as, when any onc ap­
proaches a centinel, he (the centinel) challenges and
oives the fign, fuppofe a flap on his pouch, the othe,
then gives the counterfign, as, blowing his nofe. Thele
precautions are not generally taken in time of peace, but
aiways when an enciny is near,
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Befides thefe guards every regiment fur­

nithes a picket, confifting of one captain, two
fubalterns and fifty men; thefe remain with
their refpective regiments till called out on
particular occafions. Neither officers or men
fhould undrefs themfelves either by day or
night, but remain always accoutered, with
their arms ready to turn out on the firft no­
tice. The officers and men are always fuch
as arc firft on command, that 1s, to mount
cuard the next day, if not called out fooner ;
tor, if the picket, or any part thereof, once
marches off the parade, though only for a few
minutes, it is a tour of duty done, and the
next on command muft be warned to fupply
their place. The picket fhould turn out
every morning, as foon as the guards march
oft the parade, and at retreat beating, when
the officers thould examine the mens arms and
ammunition, to fee that all 1s in proper order.

In garrifon the moft ufual guards are the
main, ports or gate, barrier and barrack
guards. The main guard 1s generally placed
near the centre of the town, and commanded
by a captain, though fometimes only by
a {ubaltern, in which cale it 1s ufually the
oldeft on the parade. The port guards are
one at each gate, moftly conumauded by fub­
alterns. When the ditch 15 {Givounded by
a covered way, there is generally a ferjeants
guard pofted in thc place of arms oppolite the

oy agate
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gate; this is detached from the port guard.
The euard for the barracks is fometimes com­
manded by an officer, but generally only by
a ferjeant. If there are more barracks than
one, each muit have its guard.

In garrifon there 1s always a picket; but
in lieu of one from each regiment, as in camp,
one generally ferves the whole garrifon. It is
alfo cuftomary to do duty by regiments, not
detachments; or, if one regiment is not {uf­
ficient to fuinifh the necetlary number, by
brigades. The reafon of this is, that every
regiment may have an opportunity of al­
fembling entire for exercife. The guards are
generally made up by the town­major, on the
grand parade, or, in his abfence, by the adju­
tant, 1f only one regiment mounts, if more,
by the oldeft adjutant on the parade.

When the guards march off, thofe com­
manded by commiffioned officers do it by
beat of drum, unlefs duringg kege, when this
is omitted, that the enemy may not know the
time and place of parading, as they would
then direct their hells there. When the old
guard has notice from its centinels that the
new one is coming to relieve it, it turns out,
it practicable, with its back to the ouard­
rouin, rcfts, and beats a march, if the new
guard beats, otherwife not. The new guard
draws up oppofite the old, and.refts, the of­
ficer commanding it advances to that of the

old
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old, to receive the orders relative to that
guard. This done, the old orders, and the
new fhoulders, till the corporal has numbered
the men, which he mutt do from right or left,
2s dire€ed by the officer *; he then takes off
the centries 4 from the end where he began to
number, and, with the corporal of the old
guard, goes to relieve the centinels. When
they are marched off, the officer of the new
guard gives the word of command to his men
to order, that they may reft their arms while
the centries are relieving. When the corpo­
ral returns witli: the old centinels, he joins his
guard, and makes his men order. The officers
of both guards order their men to fhoulder,
and that ot the old wheels his men and troops,
or marches them to the parade,­where they are
to be difmiflfed ; the new guard refts, and
beats a march. As foon as the old guard is
at fome diftance, the officert the new makes

; CF "his
* The reafon of OY to prevent any man frcm pre­

vioufly computing when and where he will be pofted, as
fuch knowledge might enable him to combine with the
encmy to betray his poft.

+ The corporal, when relieving the centries, fhould
be vtry attenuve that the old gives his orders diftinétly
to the new; he fthould alfo be paiticularly careful to
examine every tlung under the centry’s charge, and if he
finds any thing amis, acquaint his officer therewith,
otherwiie he will be liable to be purithed for his aegle&.
ric fiould alfo be able to tell what centry was on duty
at every particuiar polit at any heur, that in cafe of com­
plaint he may point out the man taat is to anfwer it.
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his recover and file by the right or left to the
ground the old has quitted, and orc rs them
to ground or lodge their arms.

To prevent any neglect, either by the of­
ficers or centinels, ­ they fhould be wifited
often. In the night this 1s to be done by
rounds, which are moftly made by the follow­
ing perfons : The governor, when he pleafes,
the field officer of the day, and town­major ;
the time uncertain, to keep the people always
alert. The ufual manner as follows: The
perfon who 1s to go the rounds muft repair
to the main guard, and get a ferjeant with
fout or fix men, and a drummer to carry
a lantern ; he then proceeds to any guard he
choofes to begin with. When he approaches
a centinel, he (the centinel) challenges, and
1s anfwered ‘By the ferjeant, Who comes
there? Rounds. What rounds ? Grand, or
covernor’s, rounds. Pals rounds, and keep
clear of my arms. (A centry, particularly in
the night, fhould never permit any one to
come within arm’s length of him.) When the
rounds approach the centry at or near the
guard, Who comes there? Rounds. What
rounds ?¢ Grand rounds. Stand, rounds.
Turn out the guard | When the guard 1s un­
der arms, the officer fends a ferjeant and a file
of men to examine the rounds. When he
comes within a fmall diftance ot them, Ad­
vance, [erjeant, and give the parole! The {ci­

jeant
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jeant of the rounds advances, and whifpers
the parole to the ferjeant of the guard, who
receives him with his halbert, or {crewed ba­
yonet, pointed to his breaft to ftab him if he
proves an impoftor. When he has received
the parole, he returns to his guard, and re­
ports it to his officer, leaving his men to
watch the rounds. When tite officer is fa­
tisfied, he fends back the ferjeant to pals the
round, who draws up his men on one fide,
and fays, Pafs rounds. The rounds advance,
and, when near the officer of the guard, the
latter fteps forward two or three paces, and,
gives the parole to the officer of the rounds,
and informs him of any extraordinaries thar
may have happened. The roupd then pro­
ceeds to fome other guard. A

A report in writing fron¥ every guard
fhould be made to the governor, by the per­
{fon commanding the guard, as {oon as he has
difinified it, though, to avoid fo much trouble,
the garrifon orders often direct the officers of
the port and other inferior guards to fend, by
a corporal, before the guard is relieved, a re­
port fcaled up to the captain of the main
guard, who gives them, with his report, "to

~ the governor. The ferjeants of the barrack
guards only report to the fenior officer in
cach barrack. When a guard is detached
from another, as in the cafe of a barrier guard
detached from the port guard, the perfon who

com­
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commands it makes his report only to the of.
ficer of the guard from which he is detached.

This is all I think neceflary to fay relative
to guards, except fhewing how a rofter for the
officers tours of duty 1s kept.

A ReciMmentaL ROSTER .X*
+ Capts.
T. Padget,
Mic. Hodge,
Tim. Pearce,
­­ Gilb. Keen,

| | Rab. Cuthbert,
' © Will. Hufon,

Geo. Rawfon,
Tho. Nugent,
capt. lieut.

Firft­lieuts. Second­lieuts.  Enfigns.
Will. Brown,  Anth. Brown, Peter Bowier,
Will. Pearce, Rich. Brown, Rich. Taylor,
+ Feff. Craven, Rob. Prefcot,  Fobn Feffers,
— Pet. Rainsford, + Fobn Felliott,

Mich. Allen, + Fobn Gill, ~~ Mich. Mitchel,
. Tim. Brombead, Rob. Yard, Gilb. Vanriel,

Will. Parr,  .fobn Head, Fobn Pyurcel,
Peter Dick, Nich. Fudger, Tho. Pearce,
Geo. Prefton. Tim. Hart, Fobn Erwin,

Fotm Hanzard. Hill. Hufton.
Suppofe

.* This rofter fuppofes a regiment, whofe field­officers
have companies. The line among the lieutenants thew:
a aveancy ; 1 denotes officers abfent.

4 :
.
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Suppofe the fubalterns. down to enfign T4y­

lor have done their duty, and fix fubalterns
are to bc warned for guard, lieut. Craven be­
ing abfent, we muft proceed to Rob. Prefeot,
Fobn ‘feffers, Peter Rainsford, Mich. Allen,
Mich. Mitchel and Tim. Brombead, who are the
perfons next for duty.

Cuar. XX.
Of marches, and bow to guard againft a furprife.
TS condu¢t men on a march properly,

1s a material point that requires much
attention on the part of the officers, to guard
againft many inconveniencies and dangers,
efpecially when an enemy is in the neighbour­
hood ; for which reafon the column fhould
be as fhort as poffible, as a long rear is very
dangerous, expofing the head or tail of a re­
agiment to be deftroyed, by fome fudden at­
tack, before it can be fuccoured. This fhews
that marching by files fhould, as far as pof­
fible, be avoided, neither fhould the divifions
be fo large as to fill up the whole breadth of
the road, becaufe every carriage they meet
will break them, and throw the men into con­

“tufion; to avoid which, a fpace thould be’left
on one fide for 2 waggon, &c. to pafs; this
ipace will alfo be convenient for the major,
or other field officers, to ride from one part to

IL 2 another,
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another, and examine in what order the regi­
ment marches, and for the adjutant to carry or­
ders: On'which account I look on a column of
platoons or fubdivifions as moft eligible. The
officers who command the leading divifions
fhould move very flowly, to allow the rear to
keep up, which it can never do if the front
marches faft. When a narrow bridge, broken
road, &c. obliges the men to double, the head
fhould move as flow as poflible, and often
halt, to allow the rear to pafs and form.

As nothing military loads a man with more
difgrace than being furprifed, every officer en­
trulted with a.command fhould be particularly
¢dreful to guard againft it; he may be beaten,
yet gain reputation, if his difpolition has been
judicious and his retreat prudently conducted,
bu: a furprife does not admit of any ex­
cufe. To guard againit a furprife on a
maici admits of certain rules applicable
to all cafes, and differing only in point
of numbers. The {following precautions
fhould alw ays be taken when there 1s the moft
diffant pofabiiity of being attacked by un
enemy : I fuppole the corps marching to be
a battalion of rour or five hundred men, a lieu­
tenant and forty men, with two ferjcants, three
or tour corpo als and one drummer fhould be
aetached for an advanced guard. 1his officer

| fan d DC carcial aver to wid wee to fuch a di­
{tanc ¢
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ftance from the main body as to endanger his be­
ing cut off or beaten before he can be relieved or
retreat ; but the exact diftance cannot be af­ +
certained, as that depends on circumftances.
In an open champain country, where the view
is not interrupted for a confiderable diftance,
he may take more latitude than if it was in­
terfeted by rivulets and hollow ways, or
covered with trees in clufters, fhrubs and
buildings, or {unk into caves and quarries, or
any thiry eife which might conceal a body of
men, as, ftanding corn, high grafs, &c. in
thefe cafes he fhould be very circumfpeét. Be­

­

­

­—

w
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fore he marches off he fhould detach a ferjeant )
­———

and ten men twenty­or thirty paces before his
guard, with orders to advance a few men on
the right and left of his front, who are to exa­
mine cvery piace near them, where an enemy
may lie ccrncealed. [The {erjeant fhould ue the
fame precaution as fie advances, fearching every
place he paffes near; if he fees or 1s intormed
of any thing fufpicious, he is to halt and in­
form his officer therect, who 1s to have the
piace ftrictly exammed ; gnd if he makes any
difcovery requifite for the commanding officer
to know, he muft {fend him unmediate notice
thereon, The ferjeant fhouid (top ali pafiengers,
and now and then take up tome or the country
people, all whom he fhould fend to the ofheer
cf tae ouard, who 1s ttrictly to examine them

con­
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ctcerning any troops that may have lately
bez 10 the neighbourhood, their number, kind
ana every other circumftance neceffary to be
known. If he fufpeéts any to deceive him, he
fhould fend him or them to the commanding
officer, that they may be there detained ’tll the
fufpicion is confirmed or removed. If the
former, he thould be punifhed; it the latter,
difmiffed : All others thould be well treated.
When the ferjeant comes to a 1arge village,
coppiee, grove, or other place, where a con­
fiderable body of men may be concealed, he
thould not enter it *till it has heen thoroughly
examined by his people. In cafe it be a village,
he would do well to feize {ome of the inha­
bitants, whom he is to examine, informing
them that they. will be kept ’till the battalion
has pafled the village, and if any enemy, which
they do not give intormatign of, 1s found con­
cezled there, they will certainly be hanged.
The lieutenant thould {end a corporal and four
or {ix men on each of his flanks, who are them­
felves diligently to {earch every {ufpicious
place, or, if at a gonfiderable diltance from

‘the guard, fend two men on that {ervice, who
ihould ifearch all buthes, Ligh corn or grals,
wt cther place where &n enemy may be ton­
cealed by lying on their faces; and, if any
ae difcovered, they are immediately to give
the zlarm by firing one or both of their pieces,

anc
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and rejoin their corporal, who, if neceffary,
muft retreat leifurely to the main body,
watching the enemy’s motions.

I fuppofe the battalion marches by fubdi­
vifions, as that is as large a front as moft
roads will admit of ; but where there is room
for grand­divifions they will be beft, as the
larger the front the fhorter the line of march
will be, which is an article of no {mall confe­
quence. ‘The officers fhould be particularly
attentive to preferve the proper diftance be­
tween the divifions, that they may have room
to wheel and form, if neceflary, without con­
fufion ; they fhould alo be careful to keep
the men as much as poflible in their ranks.
The commanding officer fhould detach a cor­
poral and fix or eight men on each flank who
ought to examine all places, as directed, for
the flanking parties of the advanced’ guard.
The officers commanding {ubdivifions thould
be dire¢ted, when the drum*eats a long roll
to form to the right or left, as the fubdivifion
next to them, from that part where the alarm
comes, whether front or rear, does. A drum
fhould be always kept braced in front, near
rear and centre, to give the alarm or any
other neceffary fignal. +

The laft precaution is the rear guard. The
ftrength of it muft depend on circumftances,
viz. The number of prifoners there may be,

as
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‘as this is the place where they are generally.
fecured, or the probability there may be of
the enemy’s falling on the rear: Where
neither of thefe make a ftrong party neceflary,
a {ubaltern and twenty men will be {ufficient,

‘as their principal bufinefs will be to prevent
ftraggling, and drive on thofe that loiter, and

‘the officer fhould be very careful not to allow
any man to {tay behind his guard. Sec Plate I.

Where troops are likely to ferve together,
they fhould follow the fame difcipline, and ob­
ferve the fame rules and cuftoms, otherwife
when detachments of them unite, they will be
apt to fall into confufion.

REFERENCES for I
a. Battalion marching.
b. Advanced guard.
Cc. Sereants party.
d. Rear guard.
e. Corporals flanking parties.
t. Men detached to examine f(ufpicicus places.

~~ CONCLUSION.
Biv wn diimifs this fubject, I beg

leave to give fuch advice to the officers
as twenty­{ix years experience has fuggefted.
I would recommend procuring the good­will
of the men, who foon become good judges of

an
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an officer’s merits or demerits: This will not
only be advantageous to the officers in par­
ticular, but to the fervice in general, as the
men, in time of danger, will more readily
follow thofe’ they efteem; nor is the tak
difficult, requiring only fome attention to
a few glain and eafy maxims, as, doing ftrict
juftice ¢ men inumilewNeRchts, and
keeping heir duty, byt without un­
necefTary, J¥hnefs Or cruelty, as this procures
hatred ; ne
be too rel d, ast he men will certainly de­

fife fuch ers. Tho’ folders in general
arc chiefly gept to their duty more by fear of
punithmen jan other motives, yet the rule
is notdo general as to be without exteption,
fome being guided by fuperior confiderations ;
to this officers thould attend and treat their
men accafdihgly. That foldiers have fome­
times prigcipies and a way of thinking fuperior,
to the common run of mankind, the tollowing
ftory, which I had from a French officer,

oN:

evinces ¥ “ A captain of the corps this gentle­ ­
man belonged to, cn fome occafion beat one
of his men ; the fellow went away grumbling,
and faid Le would find an cpportunity of
makjng his captain repent thefe blows. Some­
mg after in an engagement, the captain was
wotinder). This loidier, who happened to
LC near hin, took him up and carried him to

M a place

fhould the reins of difcipline. ..
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a place of lefs danger, and when he laid him
down faid, Sir, do youremember the beating you
gave me on fuch an occafion? Yes. I then
told you you would be forry for it. He then
turned about and went to his poft.” There
is a method of keeping the men in order,
which I have fuccefsfully practifed when on

detachment without officers fufficient to hold
~ a court­martial, and which might, I believe, be

practifedoat all times. It is to have the men
tried for {mall offences by their peers or
brethren, a court­martial, to confit of anon­
cormiffioned officer and four privates. The

‘men are generally ingenious in contriving
punifhments that expofe the delinquent to the
ridicule of his comrades, fuch as ftanding cen­
try with a broom­ftick on his thoulder at the ne­
ceffary houfe, dunghill, or fuch places; wearing
his coat turned infide out; {weeping the bar­

* rack­yard out of his turn, &c. Thisis attended
with this additional advantage, that the men
are {pies on one another, and ever ready to dif­

cover the trefpaffes of their comrades, parti­
‘cularly fuch as have been tried and are defire­
ous to bring others into the icrape; by which

‘means feveral ofrences, that would never reach
the officers ears, are deteted. To held­ofhi­
cers I would recommend: keeping the officers
under their command to their duty, at the fame
time confidering they have gentlemen to deal

, with,
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with, therefore treating them with good tnan­
ners even in their reproofs, unlefs where an
officer, by his conduc, forfeits all claim to
that title, in which cafe the commanding officer
of a corps ought, in juftice to his regiment
and the Dublick, to get rid of fuch a perfon as
foon as poffible. I have known field officers
who had a method of giving genteel hints
that anfwered better thah punifhment.

FI NTIS.



£3 &ions to the Y okEi ie for
| fixing the Plates.

A. Page 133.
‘B. 42.
C. ~- 53. /
DD. —— 50.
E. — 50. ‘
F. —— 61.
G. — 61.
Ji. —= 70.
I.  —— 83.


