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INTRODUCTION.,

H AT officers who devote their whole time and

attention to the military profeffion, andare paid
for making it their bufinefs, fbould amufe them/elves
with manzuvres, more calcriated for fhew than uti-
lity in the day of battle, is not oniy allowable, but
alfo commendable, as it keeps their men employed,
and renders them more ready and expert in ihofe
operations that are ufeful and abfolutely neceflary
but the cafe is widely different with a fet of men,
who, compelled by the unbappy fate of the rimes,
take up arms to dcfend their libertics, with a defign
L0 lay them down as foon as the end propofed is 0b-
‘atned: In [uch a fituation to teach men mancuvres
of meve fhew and parade, is boih crucl and impalitic,
Cruel, as it wafles time they could better employ in
following their diffevent profeffions, from which the
naintenance of themfelves and fomilies muft b,
drawon. Liupolitic, as thereby time is thrown away
npon trifles, which might be better employed on ef-

/~ . . . . . .
Jentials: And to riien in this fituation, time is pre-
CioUs,



[ vi ]
cious, as Citizens feldom bave recourfe to arms till
the occafion is urgent.

No one thing is more carefully to be attended to
than preventing the men from falling into confufion
as this misfortune may prove the deftruttion not only
of that particular corps, but alfo of the whole army+
therefore every thing that can have the leaft ten-
dency that way is to be avoided ; for which reafon
all maneuvres, by whick a corps is disjointed, and
its parts feparated, fhould as far as poffible be re-
jelled s as in re-uniting, unlefs inen are extremely
expert in their bufine(s, they will in fome places be
crouded, in others improper intervals will be left
and a vigilant encriry will [eize every opportunity,
and employ all means of encreafing the confufion
and deftroying the corps.  On thefe principles the
following directions are founded.

What bas induced ths battalions of this city to
draw up two deep, I know not, but look on it as
a dangerous praltice, which may expofe them to
unavoidable deftrultion s for if clofe attacked, by
a battalion toree deep, they will ot be able to refift
the fbock, but muft be overturned and defiroyed.  As
all other troops are drawn up thiee de.p, ours fhould

r.77....
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fm’law their examples, to be on a footing with them.
By drawing up into iwo ranks, the from‘ 5 eX-
tended, but no additional fire or ﬁrengtb £5 obtained,
on the contrary, the latter is diminifbed, and the
former no way advantaged, as no greater quantiiy
of fire can be prodused by a certain number of men
from their being drawn up in two inflead of three
ranks.  One reafon I bave beard affigned for this
praitice is, that the men, being as yet raw, the rear
rank might, in firing, burt the front 5 but the dan-
ger is greater when drawn up in two than in three
ranks, as may be plainly proved. When two deep,
the fborteft men muft fire over the beads of the tall-
eft, or between them s bus when drawn up three
‘ deep, the front rank kneeling, the fecond, or loweft
g;g men, eaftly fire over their beads, m‘zd the rear, who
- are of the [econd. fize, more cemmodionfly fire between
the men of the _[ecbnd rank.

It may be afked for what reafon I always ufe the
word fubdivifion, inflead of company, when I men-
tion the divifion of the battalion? My reafon is, tha
bk as companies of the fame corps are not always equally
v firong, owing to fickne[s and other accidents, the fus-
divifions by companies would conf; Jt of unequal num-
bers of files, ‘uhzw would bave a bad look, and be

mcon-
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Sifing of an equel number of files, ¢s near as poffible,

thefe inconveniencies are avoided.

Wihen tle fame evolution can be performed more
ways than one, 1 always prefer that which is mof?
Simple.  Before I quit this | fubjelt, Imyfk obferve,
that there is a [pecies of war, with which I am un-
acquainted, that is, bufb-fighting , but as this may
be very neceffary in fo woody a country as this, all the
sroops foould be infirucied therein.

The honour of a corps in a great meafure is
placed in the colours, and the lofs of them loads th;
body, which meets with fuch a misfortune, wilh
a large portion of infamy: Therefore they fbould be
treated with all pofible refpeft, and the men ba-
bituated to have a bigh degree of veneration for
them, which will make them more Zealous to pro-
tei? them in time of danger, and more unwilling to
quit the field without them ; for wkich purpofe,
avhen the men ground their arms in the field, till all,
the companies are affembled, each coloyr fhould be
given in charge 19 acentry, cnd not fuffered to be
touched by any bur military perfous.

inconvenient 5 but when told off in fubdivifions, con-
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A TREATISE, &

CuartER I

OFf the number of companics moft convenient to form
a battalion, with fome obfervations on the maft
eligible manner of making our defence againft re-
gular troops. .

L L the battalions in the Britith regular
. troops conlfiit of ten companies each, viz.
one of grenadiers, one of light infantry ana
eight battalion-companies. This mode, though
very good for wars carried on in Europe ought
not to be ftrictly followed by us. Bold and
defperate attacks, fuch as are frequently prac-
tifed in Europe, and performed by grenadiers,
either 1n pitched battles or fieges, are at pre-
fent out of the queftion. To engage in the
former againit veteran troops, thoroughly dif-
ciplined and ufed to war, would, in our pre-
fent fituation, with only new and unpractifed
troops, be imprudent; and having no forti-
fied towns (a few in Canada excepted) to at-
tack or defend, grenadicrs are unneceffary to
us; 1n licu thereof I believe it would be good

A to
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to fubftitute a company of riflemen * to each
battalion. A light infantry company, well
chofen, I conceivs, is the moft ufeful body
of troops we can have. This fhould confift
of chofen officers and men, able to perform
long and expeditious marches ; for which pur-
pole farmers and country-labourers are in ge-
neral better qualified than tradefmen from large
towns, moft of whom lead {edentary lives.
They thould have arms a little lighter than
the battalion ; their coats ought to be without
flecves, which thould be fixed to their jackets,
that in very warm weather, and when more
than ufual expedition is neceflary, they may
difencumber themfelves ot the former. When
not employed on actual fervice, they fhould be
trained to long and expeditious marches, not
lefs than ten miles out, and to return the {ame
day; if longer, the better: By this means we
fhould have a body of men ready to fly from
one place to another, and harrais the enemy
on all occafions. Thus cach corps would con-
(ift of every {pecies of troops, artillery ex-
cepted, that can be of {ervice to us. In o co-
vered

* Ufing rifles in war is certaidly favage and cruel, but
the Americans may alledge in their defence the law of
abfolute neceflity, which fuperfedes all ¢ther obligations ;
tor they, undifcplined and unufed to arms, are compeiled
to- make ufe of every advantage Providence has put in
their power, 1n order to effe€tually refiflt regular and well
difeiplined troops.




[ 3 ]

vered a country as this, pioneers are very ne-
ceffary, one from every battalion.company,
each provided with an ax and {aw, to open
roads in the woods and remove obitructions in
the way of the troops, alfo to fell trees, to
form an abatis, to impede the march of an
enemy. |

I have already obferved, that in our prefent
fituation 1t would be very imprudent in us to
“engage 1n pitched battles with veteran troops;
and the very nature of this country points out
the method of defence we ought to purfue,
not having any extenfive plains. to draw up
armies in order of battle,_%ut interfected by
large rivers, in many places covered with
woods and fwampy grounds ; even our fences
are in fome meafure entrenchments, which
would afford a confiderable degree of fhelter
to our men, fo that fhouid an enemy penetrate
any diftance into the country, which I much
doubt, they would pafs their time badly, har-
raffed on all fides day and night, efficers and
men killed or wounded without perceiving
their enemies, or having it in their power to
take their revenge, their parties cut off if they
fhould venture, or be compelled by neceflity,
to fend out any in fearch of provifions, befides
the conftant oppogtunities the foldiers would
have to defert, which probably feveral would
embrace - It an enemy was expofed for any

A time
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time to thefe inconveniencies, 1n all likelithood

!

few would return. Befides the advantages of
fituation, we have another from the nature of

our troops : Not having any game-acts in Ame-

rica, to reftrain its inhabitants from the ufe of =

fire-arms, they are in general good marksmen,
and it would be difficult for any of them to
put a gun to his fhoulder without covering
fome object: This is far from being the cafe
with European foldiers, few of whom ever
fired a gun before they were enlifted. It may
be objected, that if an enemy was to penetrate
any way into the country, they would burn
and deftroy every thing within their reach.
This 1s highly probable; but would it not be
much more eligible to facrifice a dozen or a
{core farm-houies than venture the deftruction
of our army, that would greatly hurt the caufe
by a defeat, which 1s gererally attended with
evil confequences; befides the lofs, which
frould be borne by the people in general,
would {carcely be felt. What would have been
the confequences of the Lexington affair, had
our people been as well prepared and armed
as at prelent ¢ Probably the entire deftruction
of the whole party, not one of whom would,
in all likelihood, have returned to Bofton;
and how trifling was the miichief they were
able todo ? I'may be dfked, why I have given
direticns in the 1oilowing treatife, which are
only
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only ufeful in clofe engagements, when I dif- .
approve of them? My anfwer is, that though
I recommend the avoiding them as much as
poffible, I would have our troops prepared for
all events, that in cafe at fome time they fhould
be compelled to fuftain a clofe attack, they
may know how to defend themfelves. In ftreets
and broad roads, where there are no trees to
fell, in order to ftop the paffage, other expe-
dients may be ufed. In the former bags of cot-
ton or w:.ol, and empty catks with one head
out, thould be aranged acrofs the ftreets, and
filled with beds, blankets, cork, or other foft
matters ; in the latter waggons with their wheels
burried to the axle-trees, and the body filled
with hay, ftraw, &c. will make no defpicable
entrenchment. -

CgAP.IL

Direttions to be obferved by officers and men, pre-
vious to the foriung the battalion, and by the
adjutant in forming it.

HEN the men are warned by the drum
to afiemble, thofc of each company
fhould immediately repair to their particular
parade, where they thould be drawn up by the
ferjeants in two or three ranks, according to
the cuftom of the corps. The fcrjeants fhould
b careful in well fizing theirr men, placing
the



o el

[ 6 ]
the talleft in the front, and the reft in the
rear, if but two ranks if three, the talleft men
thould be- placed in the front, thofé of the
fecond fize in the rear, and the loweft in the
centre rank. The men in each rank fhould

" be placed according to their fize from right

and left to the centre; that is, the talleft man
fhould be placed on the right, and onc equal,
or next in fize to this firlt, on the left, and
lo aiternately to the centre. T'o pcrform this
in the moft convenient manner, every f{erjeant
fhould be provided with a fize roll, in which
the name of each man fhould be placed, ac-
cording to his ftature.*

When the companies are thus formed, the
officers fhould examine the arms, accoutre-
ments and ammuaition of the men; after this
they fhould by themielves or the ferjeants
march the men to the regimental parade or
field.

When a battalion affembles by companies,
thofe that firlt arrive fhould take up the
ground that the officer tiiinks wili be the com-

pany’s

* Thele recuiations only concern the preparations for
field-duy s, reviews, &c. But 1 h formalities are not to
ke obterved on {udden alarms, when the drum beats to
avms.,  In thes cate the ofheers ant men thouid rcpa,r
v.ith a‘l expedition o their anann-yoll, s the cecafion
muv be {o lreximg as not to admic tne Sor ion ing the
CClLl LPQIMCS g '?'l
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pany’s poft in battalion; thofe that come af-
terwards fthould march 1n the rear of thofe be-
fore arrived, and draw up on their own ground
as near as they can judge, and drefs in the
fame line, except that which efcorts the co-
lours, which here is always the light-infantry ;
this, if it arrives on the left of the battalion,
or any part thereof, muft march along the
rront, and muft be received with refted arms,
drums beating, and officers faluting with their
hats. The colours fhould remain with -the
efcorting company ’till the battalion is form-
ed, and “the y are ordered te their pofts. If
the compary 1s ordered to ground their arms,
each colour muft be left in the care of a cen-
tinel, and none but railitary perfcns be per-
mitted to handle themn.

When the companies are all arrived, the
adjutant thould examine whether any of thern
have an odd man, and take him out, other-
wife the battalion will be 1rregularly 1o*med
the tront rank having more men than the
rear. 'Theodd men may be employed to keep
the ground in froat of the battalion clcar, or
to form additionzl files.  'When this 1s dere,
he fhould proceed to form the battalion as
tollows :

Lake care to fornz the Lariclion !---Right-band ple

Sand faft [---To the riphi form the bottalion!

The
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The whole, except the right-hand file, face

to the right, |
March!

The whole clofe their files {o as to allow
fufficient room for the men when they face to
the front, and alfo fome for the officers, when
they fall in, otherwife the files will be crouded,
and be obliged to incline to the right 2nd
lett, that they may have {ufficient room to
handle their arms; which irregular motion
looks bad.

Take care!---Face to the fromt!

He fhould then examine how many files
the battalion confifts of, and, having deducted
the files for the refcrvc, compute the number
each platoon muft confift of. As 1t {eldom
happens that the number of files can be di-

vided by fixteen without any refidue, the fu-

pernumerary files fhould be divided among
the platoons, beginning with the right and
lett, one file to each platoon.  The moft ufual
way among the military for the adjutant to
Lnow the number of files in the ficld is, for
a ferjeant of each company to give him a re-
wurn 1n writing of the number of files his
company confifts of, {pecitying the odd men,
if any. Having made his calculation, he
mutt tell off his platoons, placinga fcrjeant to
each, who is to drefs with the tront rank, thole

on the right ot the colours or {tundard to
ftand

e et ——
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ftard on the right of the platoon, and the
contrary for thofe on the left wing, acquaint-
ing him with the number of the platoon, the
firing it belongs to, and its place theremn;
alfo the right and left of the grand and fub-
divifions : all which the ferjeant muft care-
fully attend to, that he may inforn? the officer,
who comes to command the platoon, thereof.
The ferjeant muit alfo caretully take notice
of his right and left-hand man, that, after the
manual, he may know where to find his place.
When the officers take their poits for fire-
ing, the ferjeants fhould fall into the rear
rank, take care that the men-do their duty,
and be otherwiie ferviceable, as occafion may
require, They are alfo of further utility in
this place, as by filling up the intervals in the
rear of the officers, they connect the detached
parts of the rank, and prevent the men from
uncovering their file-leaders. As foon as the
adjutant has completed the battalion, he
thould inform the commanding officer that
the battalion is ready. While the adjutant is
telling off the mien in the front, the ferjeant-
major fhould do the fame in the rear, by this
gle(;ms miftakes mav be difcovered and reéti-
ed.
It not ctherwife direéted by the command-
ing officer, the major proceeds to make the
officers rake their poft in battalion. This
B tormerly
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formerty ufed to be done by feniority, the
oldeft captain on the right, the fecond on the

‘left, and fo on through all the ranks. By this
- method 1t often happened that two captains

were in the right or left-hand fubdivifion, one
of which commanded only a platoon, while
the fecond fubdivifion in either wing was com-

‘manded by a lieutenant. To obviate this, 1t

was ordered that the officers of each company
fhould remain with their refpective compa-
nies ; but as many cafualties, {uch as death,
ﬁcknefs, abfence, &c. efpccially after a battlc.,
when it fometlmes happens that not one of-

ficer, of fome companies, remains capable of

fervne, the commanding officer muft remedy
this inconvenience as he thall think beft. The
captain thould be on the right of his com-
pany, the firft lieutenant on the lefr; the fe-
cond lieutenant, if one, on the rlorht fome
diftance from the captain, and the enfign
between the firft and {econd lieutenants
if there is no fecond lieutenant the enfign
takes poft in the centre. This regards only

the right wing, and the toregoing order muit

be reverfed 1n the left wing The captain
taking poft on the left of his company, and
the firft lieutenant on the right, &c. which s
to be done by word of command from the
major.

Officers! Take poft in battalion!
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The captains and fecond lieutenants of the
left wing face to the left, the firft licutenants

and enﬁgns to the right.
Marcb /

The officers who faced, face again to the
right and left, to their proper trcnt.  Thefe
words of command fhould alfo ferve for the
enfigns, with the colours, to take their poft,
by tacing to the right or left, according as the
company that efcorted them is placed This
is the method practifed by the regulars, the
enfign that carries the firft colour being with
the colonel's company on the right, and the
fecond with the lieutenant colonel’s company
on the left, each enfign facing to the right
and left mwards and marching along the
front of the battalion to the centre. The
practice followed by the battalions of this
city, of efcorting the ftandard and colours. by
halt ot the light- mfantry company, 1s amufing,
but is time loft.

Cuar. III.

Of the ranial exercife.*

HEL ranks being at four good paces
from each othcr the manual may be
B2 per-

* It nflemen are f{ubitituted for grenadurL they
fhould not join with the battalionin any ot theirmanw avres
or exercife, their bufinefs being of a quite ditfc.cat nature ;
but when they march by a general, at a revicw, they may
form a divifion ia the 1ear of the b.vtahw

"?‘shw\
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pcrformed either with open or clofe files ; if
the former, the major gives the followmg
words o command :
Take care ts double your files!
Left-band files ! To the right, double!

The left-hand, or every fecond file, faces

brlﬂdy to the rlght
March!

‘The files that faced take a ftep with their
left feet to the rear, and a fecond with their
right feet, by which they face to the rear, and
march ’till each rank has gained four paces
from that which will be in its front when they

come to the right about.
Halt!

The-Ales that doubled come to the right
about, and cover their file-leaders. In the
Prufiian fervice the files that are to double
do not go to the rear, but fall in between the
ranks that ftand faft, by which means they go
through their manual at half diflance.

Officers!  Take your pojis in the rear of the
battelion !

The officers recover their arms, and go to
the right about; the {erjeants recover their
arms, and face to the rignt and left outwards.

March!

If the files are opeti, the officers march
through the intervals ’till they are four paces
beyend the rear rank ; the lerjeants march

round
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round the flanks of the battalion ’till thcy
arrive at fuch a diftance (generally about
thirty paces) that they can draw up at fome

diftance in the rear of the general or com-
manding officer, then face 1nwards and march

il they draw up 1n front of the battzlion,

taking care to divide the ground equally
between them. Thedrummers and fifers march
to the front, and draw up in the rear of the
commanding officer, ketween him and the
ferjeants.

If the files are clofe, the officers muﬁ pafs
through the intervals between the platoons.

Halt ! |

The officers come to the right about the
ferjeants tface the battalion, and both order
their arms, and the enfigns the colours.

Pufition of @ SOLDIER under arms.

To ftand ftraight and firm upon his legs;
head turned to the right; heels clofc, toes
a.hittdle turned out the bel]v drawn 1n a little,
but without conﬂ:ramt the breaft a little pro-

jected ; {fhoulders 1qudre to the front, and

kept back; the right hand hanging ﬁramht
down the ﬁde with the palm clofe to the
thigh ; the left elbow not to be turned out
from the body ; the tirelock to be carried on
the left fhoulder, as low down as can be ad-
initted without conftraint ; the three laft fin-

-gers under the butt; the fore finger and

thumb

C ey Fiptay .
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thumb before the {well ; the flat of the butt
to be {upported againft the hip bone, and ta
be prefled fo that the firelock may be felt
againft thz left fide, and that it may ftand
before tiic Liollcw of the fthoulder, not lean-
ing towards the head nor from it; the barrel
almoft perpendicular.

To be very exatt in counting a fecond of
time, or one, iwo, between each motion.

| T ake care!

At this word every man muft be filent,
ftand firm, and not move hand nor foot, bur
attend carefully to the words of command.

I. Poife your firelocks! 2 motions.

Explanatien----1. Seize the firelock with
your right hand, and turn the lock outwards,
keeping the firelock perpendicutar.

2. Bring up the firclock with a quick mo-
tion from the fhoulder, and feize 't with the
left hand jutt above the lock, fo that the little
finger may reit upon the ipring, a1 the
thumb lie upon the ftock : The firelock muft
not be held too far tfrom the body, and “he
left hard mutt be of an equal height with the
eyes.

I1. Cocx your firclocks! 2 motions.

Explanciioin---1. Turn the barrel oppolite
to your tace, and place your thumb upon the
cock, raifing the elbow {quare at this motion,

2. Cock your firclock, by drawing your

tlecow

-

- e T L 8 X
-« . ]

-

L N E?{M.‘ LR




[ 15 ]

elbow down, placing your thumb upon the
breech-pin, and the fingers under the guard.
IT1. Prefent! 1 motion.
Explanation---Step back about fix inches on
the rear with the right foot, bringing the
left toe to the front; at the fame time the
butt end of the firelock mutt be brought to
an equal height with your fhoulder, placing
the left hand on the {well, and the fore finger
of the right hand before the tricker, finking
the muzzle a little.
IV. Fire! 1 motion.
Explanation---Yull the tricker brifkly, and
immediately after bringing up the right foot,
commic to the priming pofition, with the lock
© opp ~ite to the right breaft, the muzzle
 the acight of the hat keepmg it firm and
fteady, and at the fame time feize the cock
with the fore finger and thumb of the right
hand, the back of the hand turned up.
V. Half cock your ﬁ »~cks' ! 1 motion,
Explanation---Half brad the cock briikly
with a draw buck ot the 1ight elbow, bring-
g 1t civfe co the butt of the firelock.
Vi, Hanale ysur cariridge! 1 mouoa.
Explanation---Bring your right hand with
“a fhort round to your pouch, ﬂappmg it hard ;
feize the cartridge, and bring it with a qmck
motion to your mouth, bite thc top well off,
and bring the hand as low as the chin, W1th
the elbow down. VIL
B e e ¢
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VII. Prime! 1 motion.

Explanation---Shake the powder into the

an, placing the three laft fingers behind the
ammer, with the elbow up.
VIII1. Shut your pans! 2 motions.

Explanation---1. Shut your pan brifkly,
drawing your right arm at this motion toward
your body, holdmg the cartridge’faft in your
hand, as in the former pofition.

2. Turn the piece nimbly round to the
loading pofition, with the lock to the front,
and the muzzle the height of the chin, bring-
ing the right hand behind the muzzle; both
feet kept taft in this motion.

IX. Coarge with cartridge! 2 motions.

Expianation---1. Turn your hand and put
the cartridge into the muzzie, fhaking the
powder into the barrel.

2. Place your hand, clofed, with a quick
and ftrong motion, upon the rammer.

X. Draw your rammers! 2 motions.

Explanation---1. Draw the rammer with
a quick motion half out, feizing it at the
muzzle back-handed. ‘

2. Draw it quite out, turn it, and enter it
into the muzzle, ,

X 1. Ram down your cartridge! 1 motion.

Explanation---Ram the cartridge well down
the barrel, inftantly recovering, and feizing
the rammer back-handed at the centre, turn-

Ing;
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ing it, and enter it as far.as the lower pipe,
placing at the fame time the edge of the hand
on the butt end of the rammer, with fingers
extended. | R

X 1I. Return your rammers!. 1 metion.

Explanation---Return the rammer, bringing
up the piece with the left hand to the fhoul-
der, feizing it with the right hand under the
cock, keeping the left hand faft at the {well,
turning the body fquare to the frorit.

X111, Shoulder your firelocks! 2 motions.

Explanation---1. (l\}llit the left hand and
place 1t ftrong upon the butt. .

2. Quit the right hand and throw it down
the right fide. .

X1V, ‘Reff your firelocks! 3 motions,

Explanation---1. Seize the firelock with the
right hand, turning the lock outwards.

2. Raife the firelock from your fhoulder,
and place your left hand with a quick motion
above the lock, holding the piece right up and
down 1n buth hands betore you, an% your left
hand even with your eyes.

3. Step brifkly back with your right toot,
placing it a hand’s breadth diftant from your
left heel, at the fame time bring down the
firelock as quick as poflible to the reft, fink-
ing it as far down before your left knee, as
your -right hand will permit without con-
ftraint; your left hand at the feather fpring,

C and
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and your right, with finge:s extended, held

under the gua aid, takmg care to draw 1n the

‘muzzle well towards your body, and to drefs

in a line with the butt end.
X'V. Orderyour firciocks! -3 motions.

Explanation---1. Place your firelock nimbly
with your left hand againft your right fhoul-
dcr

Quiz the firelock with the right hand,
and ﬁnl\mff it at the fame tiune with your lcft
feize it at the muzzle, which muft be of an
equal height with your chin, and hold it clofe
againft your rignit fide.

3. Lift up your right foot and place it by
your left ; at the fame time throw back your
left hand by your left fide, and with your right
bring down the butt end ftrong upon the
ground, placing it even with the toe of your
right foot ; the thumb of your right hand ly-
ing along the barrel, znd the muzzle kept ar
a little diftance from your body.

X VI. Ground your firelocks? 4 motians,

Explanation---1. Facegeo the right ujon
vour heels, and at the fame time turn the
firelock fo that the lock may point to the rear,
and the fHat of the butt end againft the infide
of your toot, at the fame time {lipping the
right foot behind the butt of the firelock, the
right toe pointing to the right, and the lcft to
the front. ‘

2.

!
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| 2. Step directly forward with your left foot
about as far as the {well of the firelock, and
lay it upon the ground, your left hand hang-
ing down by your left foot, 2nd your right
kept faft with the burt end againft it. |

. 3. Raife yourfelf up again nimbly, bring-
ing back your left foot to its former pofition,
keeping your body faced to the right.

4. Face again to the left upon your heels,
and come to.your proper front, letting your
hands hang down without motion, .

X VII1. Take up your firelocks ! 4 motions.

Lxplapation---1. Face to the right upon
both heels. |

2. Sink your body down, and come to the
pofition defcribed in rhe fecond motion of
grounding. |

3. Raife yourielf and firelock, bringing it
clofe to your right fide, .

. 4. Come to your proper front, feizing the
firelock at the muzzle, as in explanation fif-
teen.

X VIII. Reft your firedocks! 3 motions.

Explanation---1. Slip your right hand down
the bariel as far as the fwell.

2. Raife the firelock high up in a perpendi-
cular line from the ground with your right
hand, and feize it with the left above the
{priny, the cock the height of the waift belt.

3. Step back with your riglit foot, placing

C 2 it
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it behind your left heel and come to the reft.
X 1X. Shoulder your firelocks! 2 motions.

Explanation---1. Lift up your right foot and
place it by your left; bring the firelock at the
{ame time to your left thoulder, and feize the
butt end with the left hand, keeping it in the
fame pofition as above defcribed.
¢ 2. Throv: your right hand brifkly back.

X X. Secure your firelocks! 3 motions.

Explanation---1. Bring the right hand brifkly
up, and place it under the cock, keeping the
firelock fteady in the fame pofition.

2. Quit the butt with the left hand, and
feize the firelock with it at the {well, bringing
the elbow clofe down under the lock: The
right hand kept faft in this motion, and the
piece ftill upright,

3. Quit the right hand and bring 1t down
your right fide, bringing the firclock nimbly
down to the {ecure; the lett hand in a line
with the waift belt.

X X 1. Showlder your firelecks! 3 motions.

ExplanatioRs-1. Bring the firelock up to
a perpendicular line, feizing it with the right
hand under the cock.

2. Quit the lett hand and place it ftrong
upon the butt.

3. Quit the richt hand 2nd place 1t {martly
down the right fice,

XXII

. -




[ 21 ]
XXII1. P your bayonets ! 3 motions,
. Explanation---1. and 2. motions as in the
two firft of the fecure.

Quit the right hand, and bring the fire-
lock fmartly down to the left fide with the
left hand, as far as it will admit without con-
ftraint, f«:xzmg the bayonet at the {ame time
with the right hand and fixing it, placing thse
haid juft below the brafs, wit % the piece kept
clofe to the hollow of the fhoulder.

X XI11. Shoulder your firelocks! 3 motions.
Explanation---1. Quit the right hand, and
bring up the firelocR with the left, feize it
again under the cock with your nght as in
the fecond snotion of the fecure,
2. Quit the left hand, and place it {‘trong
upon the butt.

3. Quit the right hand, and bring it down

the n%‘?t fide. ‘
IV. Pref cm')our arms! 3 motidns.
As explained in three motions ot the four-
teenth word of comrand. |
XXV, To the right face! 3 Mmotions,
Explanation---1. Bring up the ﬁtclock with
a quick motion high beforc you, "till your left
hand comes even with your eyes, with the
fingers of that hand extended alung the ft ck,
Juft above the feather fpring. The right foot
to be brought clofe up to the left heel in this

rmotion, .
2. Facc
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. 2. Face to the right, taking care in facing |
to hold the firelock rlght up and down, and K
fteady in your hands.
3. Step back with your right foot and come
down to your prefent.
XX VI To theright face! 3 motions.
As in the foregoing explanation.
XXVIL To the rngt about face ! 3 motions.
. As in the foregoing explanation, coming
to the right about inftead of to the right.
XXVIIL To the left face L 3 motions.
Explanation---1. Bring the rlght foot brifkly
to the hollow of your left, with the firelock

in the fame poﬁtlon as in the fir(t motion of
facing to the right.

, 2 TFace to the left.
. Come down to your prefent.

X K I1X. To the left face! 3 motions.

before. .
XX& To the left about face! 3 motions.

As before, coming to the left about, in-
ftead of  the left.

XX X1. Shoulder your frelacks ! 2 motions.

As in the two motions of explanation
l'lmCt(ﬂ

. Sabain O e e o TR -
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‘&I C/mrge your bayonets! 2 motions.
As in explanatlon one.

2. Brmg the fwell of the firelock down
ftrong upon the palm of the hand, turning
upon both heels to the right, the rroht hand
maip ng
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grafping the piece at the {mall behind the
lock and as high as the waift belt: the fire-
lock upon a level with the barrel upwards.
X X X I11. Shoulder your firelocks ! 2 motions.

Explanation---1. Brmg up the firelock to
the fhoulder; place the left hand upon the
butt, bringing the feet {quare to the front.

» 2. Quit the right hand, and throw it down
the rlght fide.
XXXIV. Advance your arms! 4 motions.

1. and 2. As In explanation one.

3. Bring the fireclock down the right fide
with the right hand, as low as it will admit
without conftraint, {lipping up the left hand
at the fame time to the {well, the guard be-
tween the thumb and fore ﬁnger of the right
hand, the three laft fingers under the cock |
with' the barrel to the rear.

4. Quit the left hand.

X XX V. Shoulder your firelocks! 4 motions. -

Explanation---1. Bring up the left hand and
feize 1t at the fwell. |

2. Come fmartly up to a poife. 7#/

3. and 4. Shoulder.

‘When this is finithed, every thing muft be
reftored to its former ftate by the following
words of command : *

Officers ! Take.care!
Take your poft in the front of the battulion!

Thc officers and ferjeants recover tleir

arms,
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arms, the enfigns advance their colours, *the
ferjeants face to the right and left outwards.
| March!

The officers advance to the front through
the files or between the platoons, and halt at
four paces before the front rank; the fer-
jeants march round the flanks, and when comie
to their proper places in the rear, ftand faft.
The druminers and fifers return to their
former pofts.

2 RN N R TR

| Halt !

The ferjcants face to the rear of the batta-
lion: They and the oflicers advance their
arms. * '

Files that doubled to the left ! As ye were!

March!

The files that doubled take a large ftep to
the lett to get oppolite to the intervals through
which they march to their former ftations.
When the exercifing otficer lces they are all
got into their places, |

» Halt! '
The

* When the battalion is formed, the drummers and
ffers are to be divided on the right and left, ‘and in the
centre behind the colours, except the grenadier and light-
infantry drummers and fifers, who always remain with
their companies, as alfo their ferjeants on their flanks.
It is to be obferved, that the officers and ferjeants fiep off
together, and keep the ftcp with each other regularly,
the officers marching f{lowly, the ferjeants more brifkly,
as they have a large round to take, |
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The files that doublca drefs with thofe that
ftood. | |

After the manual the battalion generally
marches by grand or fubdivifions: This de-
pends on the pleafure of the commanding of-
Acer, who may either order it or proceed to
the firings. * | | B
~ On field-days the colonel or commanding
cificer ftands in the front of the battalion, near
the exercifing officer, generally without his
arms, to give him fuch diretions as he may
‘think neceffary ; but at reviews he ftands with
his arms in his hand, near the reviewing ge-
neral, to anfwer fuch queftions as may be put
to him, or receive directions.

| Cuar. IV.’ |
Of marching by grand or fubdivifions, or by

compamies, particularly at reviews.
Rear ranks! Clofe to the front !---March !

" VHE centre and rear ranks march ‘till
there remains no more diftance between

D .the

o | have in the manual, and fhall on all cther occa-
fions, given a caution to the officers and men what they
are next to perform : 'This is very proper on a field-day,
but fhould never be pradtifed at a review. If the coms
mandmg officer choofes to have the exercife performed by
beat of drum, a ruffle, preparative or role on the drum, is’
a warning to the battalion to be attentive; "a flam or
~ double tiroke directs the motion to he performed.
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the ranks thar what is neceflary to give the
‘men room to ftep without treading on the
heels of thofe before them.
To the right wheel by fubdivifions !---March !

'When the fubdivifions have wheeled, they
march a little way, then wheel tothe left, and
march f{o far that the next wheel will enable
them to march by the general, or command-
ing officer, with their right about two or three
paces from him; they then wheel and open
their ranks, the front rank marching four
paces before the centre fteps off, and the
centre the fame before the rear rank fteps off
F.ach fubdivifion muft obferve the fame ; the of-
ficers, who are to be at the head of their refpc¢-
tive fubdivificns, muft falute the general with
their fulees as they. pafs by hhm.  When the
firft divifion has paffed by the general fo far
that it is arrived oppofite the place where the
left ot the battalion ftood, it muft wheel to
the lett, and march ’till it arrives at the
ground where the battalion was drawn up,
wheel again to the left, and march along the
rear of faid ground, ’till it arrives at fuch
a diftance as on the next wheel to occupy the
ground it marcheéd from: The other {ubdi-
vifions muft do the fame, ’till the battalion is
again formed. Great care muft be taken to
march very flow, particularly the firft divi-
hons, ctheywife the rear divifions will be

obliged
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obliged to run or leave very large intervals
between them, both of which are carefully to
be avoided, as they have a= very bad ap-
pearance. . - - o

Sometimes the battalion marches before
the general by companies, that he may fee the
ftrength and condition of each; but when the
companies are equal in numbers, this is unne-
ceflary, they being really fubdivifions. Among
the king’s trdops, if the companies are unequal,
it is cuftomary to fquare them, that is, to
take fo many men from the ftrong companies
as may be neceffary to make the weak equal
to them, which is abfolutely requifite; be-
caufe each company being obliged to furnith
an eqyal number of men on all duties, if they
were not {quared, fome companies would un-
dergo great hardfhips, while others are im-
properly indulged. R |
' Before I difmifs this fubjeét, it will not be
amifs to give fome directions how a reviewing
general is to be received. One or more cen-
tinels thould be placed at fome diftance irom
the battalion, on the road the general is ex-
pected, who are to give notice the minute they
perceive him coming. If the battalion has 1ts
arms ordered, the major is to order them to
thoulder. 'WHen the general comes to about
eighty or ninety paces from the right of the

battalion, the major (who fhould be on horfe-
D2 back,




L 28 ]

' back, as alfo the adjutant) muft order the men
to prefent their arms, then take his poft to the
right of the battalion, between it and the gre-
nadier company, and the adjutant on the left,
each with their fwords drawn; with which they
are to falute. As the general pafles along the
line, he is to be faluted by the officers ; when
he has paffed the centre, the major muft ride
to his poft of exercile; and when the ﬁtncral
arrives to the left flank, the major muit order
the battalion to face to the left, the men are
to recover, face to the left, and prefent their
arms. ‘This 15 to be repeated when the ge-
neral gees to the rear," right and front of the
battalion. When the general has taken his
poft for reviewing, the major is to order the
battalion to fhoulder. The enfigns with the
colours never falute any but the king, his im-
mediate reprefentative, as the lord-lieutenant,
mn Ireland, or the commander -in chief of an
army. In America I apprehend this compli-
ment ought to be paid to the governing

poweys. *
CHapr.

* There is a method of wheeling pratifed among the
- regulars, only whan a battalion, or Iarge body, 1s to per-
form this manceuvre, which is wheeljmg on the centre.
This, 1 believe, might be advantageoufly prattifed by
nnaller bodies, as low down as fubdivifions, platoons be-
ing too fmall to admit or require 1t. My reafons for pre-

ferring this method 15, that the whecling line, being but
& : hglf
2
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Crapr. V.

Of firing by platoons, fub or grand-divifions, or ly
wings flanding, advancing and retreating, &c.

Grenadiers! (if none, lght-infantry) Tr 1 koft
cover the flanks of the baiiuiion !

H E company faces to the left.
| Mareh!

The company files, the right-hand divifion,
when it has arrived w0 a diftance from the
right of the battalion equal to its own front,
ftops; the left-hand divifion continues to
march to the left of the battalion, the officer
marching between the officers and front rank,
and the men between and in the rear of the

ranks, *till it has got with its right to a diftance
| - e equal

half the length, this evolution is performed with more re-
gularity than if the line was longer, and in half the time.
The words of command might' be the fame as in the
ufual method, but dire® more as
" Take care to avheel to the right by fubdivifions !
On this caution the right-hand platoon of each fub-
divifion fhould go to the right about.
March !
Each platoon fhould wheel to the right.
Halt !
The left-hand platoons halt, and the right come to the
night about and drefs, .
If the wheelmg is to be, the left-hand platoon fhould
£0 to the right about. A little pratice would make this
method as eafy to the officers and men as the old.  See

, ﬂa.'e C. . 1.
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equal to its own front from the left of the bat-
talion.
| Halt !

The company faces to the right, and dreffes
with the battalion.

Rear ranks ! Clofe to balf diftance!

The ofﬁcers o to the right about.

March!

The rear ranks clofe to the front fo as to
leave only a moderate ftep between them ; the
officers who are to cammand platoons, &ec.
fall into the intervals ; thofe that are to be in
the rear pafling through the intervals and form
four paces in the rear; the lietitenant-colonel,
if not commanding oﬁicer three paces in the
rear of the officers. The officers who com-
mand platoons, and have fallen into the inter-
vals, face to the centre, that is, thofe on the
right to the left, and thofe on the left to the
right. /

Halt!

The officers commanding platoons, &c.
face to their proper front, thofe in the rear to
the right about. The ferjeants are then
to acquaint the officers commanding pla-
toons, &c. what is their proper place in the
hrmgs

It 1s ufual, and alfo very neceflary, to have, it

poffible, fome officers in the rear of the batta-

lton, who are to b acheck on the men, prevent
their

|
|

i
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their falling into confufion, and lzad the batta-
lion when a retreat becomes neceflary. Thefe
officers fhould be of different ranks, that fome
of them may be men of experience. The
Pruffians, thofe patterns of dif«:’pline, v ho have
demonftrated what furprifin; «nd unexpected
feats well regulated and d:‘.iplined toops
may perform, lock on this as {0 effential, that
they never have lefs than three in the rear of
" each battalion, tho’ they fhould be neceflitated
toentruft the command of platoons to ferjeants.
The regiments in the Englifh fervice, having
bugpfew officers, feldom have many in the
rear : But the cafe is different here, the city
batelions having forty battalion-ofhicers, and
the continental batralions twgnty-four, onlv
fixteen of which are ncceffary to command
platoons. The fecond and tourth captains
fhould be in the rear of the centre of each
wing, the fubalterns divided on the wings
from right to lett. 4. fy. 1. thews how the
officers of the city battalions iight be divided,
and fig. 2. thofe ot the continental troops. *

By the king’s order in 1764 1t 1s directed,
that during the firings the colonel fhould be

advanced before the ranks, and the lieutenant-
colonel

* It would not be amiis if, on tirld-days, this order
was altered cach day, that every officer may have an op-
portunity of learning his bufinefs at the head cf a pl-
toon or 1 the rear.
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colonel in the front rank of the referve. This
may do at reviews, but not on fervice; be-
caufe fuch an advanced fituation would ex-
pofe the cojgnel to be particularly fired at,
and in cafe ofNg charge with bayonets, he muft
retire into the f¥ont rank of the referve, which
will much croud i1t ; befides, I conceive fome
officer of the experience and authority the
lieutenant-colonel may be fuppofed to have,

will be of great fervice in the rear, particu--

larly in a retreat, which often requires great
care and attention when the battalion 1s hgrd

prefled. _
Eix your bayonets !---Shoulder !
Prime and load! &

. Thiw-far th¢ major is to give the word of
coromard : The firings are to be direted by
the colonel by fignaks with the drum,

Befgre | proceed to the firings, I beg leave
to corret ‘an qgror which moft regiments
I have {een,:falkgntp, and which the officers
do not take proper care to prevent. It is ge-
nerally ima gued, that if a regiment fires faft,
and each pfatoon without any ftraggling fire,
it fires well, which is a great miftake; the
hurry prevents the men from ramming their.
mufkets as they ought, which greatly weakens
the force of the thot, and levelling properly,
fome pieces being too much elevated, and
others too much deprefled, which occafions

| | great

et




mutilated page




4

9
0
g

iy

Wil

1
i
“

) ’a’jii«é“'fhm |

WU T
m‘!"h‘"'




[ 33 1

oreat wafte of ammunition, and little exe-
cution. The correting this error depends
greatly on the officers commanding the pla-
~toons, who fhould not give the word fire *till
they fee their men are well levelled. . Two
fires leifurely and properly given, will do
more execution than three in the ufual way.
There is another error foldiers are apt to tall
into, owing to their military education: A
pie of ground, as level as poffible, being ge-
nerauy chofen for field-days and reviews, by
which men are accuftomed to conceive they °
level'well 1f their barrels are in an horizontal
pofition ; but as few fields of battle confift
entirely of fuch ground, a regiment may fire
over the heads ot its antagogiits, if the latter
are in a hollow, and the cagtrary if on arifing
ground. ‘I'o obviate this, regiments fhould
be exercifed on variety of grounds: |

. Tomake the firings more eafily underftood,
n plaze A. fig. 3. 1s a regiment told off in
platoons, fub and grand-divifions, &c. ready
to fire ; the figures.above the diagonal lines
fhew the time at which each platoon is to fire,
thofe h=low the lines the number of the firin

as hrit, fecond or third firing. This {cheme
is dificrent from that directed by the duke .
of Cumberland, when captain-general ; but
( have preferred it as being more fimple, and
as likely to anfwer the end propofed.

£ PLATOON-
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PLATOON-FIRING fanding.

Preparative. |

The whole make ready, and ftand reco-
vered, having the fore finger on the mgget
and the thumb on the cock.

< Flam.

If the regiment 1s drawn up three deep, the
front rank Eneel on their richt knees, and fix
the butts of their mufkets on the ground ; the

~fecond rank f’ceps forward to ﬁre over the
‘heads of the front rank ; the third rank alfo
i’ceps torward, but mchnes a little to the right, -
to fire between the men of the {econd rank.
If it is only two deep, the men of the rear
rank ﬁ:ep torward, inclining a httle to the
right, 1n order to fire between the men of the
frout rank.

Prefens + (by the officer commanding the

_ platoon.)

The men level.
| " Fire!

'The men fire, and 1mmediately recgver
their arms; and the centre and rear ranks fall
back to their proper places; and the platoon

- proceeds to prime and load, *

As

* I believe the belt method of loading is as follows :
Tle men, having half cocked, race to “the right, and
bring their plCC(S down to a level, and primne; tien
graiping the cart:idge with the fore finger, and covering

t!tb
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As foon as the firft platoon of the firft fire-
ing has fired, the fecond platoon of the {ame
firt ing fires, and is followed by the third,
fourth, fifth and fixth; as foon as this has
fired, the firft of the fecond begins, and is fol-
lowed by all the platoons of that ﬁrmg ; whe
the firft of the third begins, and continues to
its fixth platoon; when this has fired, the
firft of the firft begins again, and is followed
by the reft. Thus an uninterrupted fire is
jcept up ’till the drum beats the firft part of
the genéral, which 1s to be the fignal on all
cecalions for ftopping the firing and thoul-
dering,

To fire advancing.

A mavch beat.

The whole ftep off toqether and march.
' Pre;)mrf
‘The platoons of the hlf’c,ﬁrmg make ready;
the firlt and fecond march out brifkly three
I 2 paces.

the 0pemmr thereof with the thumb, they fhut their pans
with their three other fingers ; then with a gentle jerk on
the butt they reverfe the firclock, brmgmg it t¢ an in-
clined poﬁtmn wich the butt to the front, and the
muzzlc to the rear, proceed to load, fhoulder and face to
tl\ux proper front. The advantage of this pofition 1,

12t winle the men are loading, they prefent only theiz
hdu to the enemy, which bcm"r in moit men narrower
than their fmnt the chance 0? their being hit by anv
fov fired at that tine s o much lefleacd. :
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paces. The firft 1s fired by its proper of-
ficer, and is followed by the other five, the
third marching out when the word prefent is
given to the firft, the fourth when the word is
- given to the fecond and fo on, ’till the
c1ghteen platoons have fired, when the firft
begins again, and the ﬁrmg continues ’till the
fignal @eeaﬁng is given. By the time each
platoon has fired, it is to be fuppofed the bat-
talion, which muft not halt, 1s come up and
received it into its proper placc. The officers
~ muft be particularly attentive to preferve the
proper intervals, otherwife the platoons will
not find room when the battalion comes up.

To fire retreating.
Retreat!

The batralion goes to the right about and

retreats.
. Preparative.

The platoons of the firf} firing make ready;

the firlt and fecond come to thc right about ;
the firlt fires, goes to the right about regains

its interval and loads then the iecond does
the fame. When the word prefent is given by
the firft, the third comes to the right about,
.and the fOHOWlT‘g plamons obferve the {ame
method: And the &re is in this manner con-
tunued through the wholc and repeated ’ull

| ﬁoppcd

X
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ftopped by the commanding officer. 'When
the drum ceafes the battalion halts. |
Preparative.---Flam.
The regiment comes to the right about to
its proper front.

FIRING Zy SUBDIVISIONS.
To fire flanding.

- Preparative.
The ﬁrf’c firing makes ready.
Flam.
The rear rank or ranks place themfelves in
their fi utuatxons proper for firing.
Prefent ! (by the officer commanding the
fubdivifion.)
The firft fubdivifion prefents.
o Iare!
The firft fires, &c.
‘I'he firings ot the fubdivifions are as foliow :
birft firing.  Firft, eighth, {econd and
feventh.,
Second firing.  Third, f{ixth, fourth, fifth,
Third firing.  Firft and fecond divifions of
grenadiers or light-infantry. *
| Firf

* Thas 1s contrary to the military pra&xcr at reviews,
when the battalion 1s divided into two hrmga, and after
the {econd round the two grenadier diviiions are fired to-
gether by the Lon‘m'mdmg ofhcer ; but in the hurry of
« baitle this is very dithcult, 1t at all practicable, as the

vuimanding oﬂucr mudt advance a connderable diftance
n
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Firft part of the generql.

The ﬁring ceafes, and the men fhoulder.
B. fg.

To ﬁre adwncmg T Jfire retreating.

Thefe are to be pertormed in the fame
manner as platoons, with the fame alterations
as are mentioned in {ubdivifion firing-ftand-
ing : Therefore a repetition ot thofe directions
15 unncccﬂ'ary

FIRING 4y GRAND- DIVISIONS
Sland:ng.

Preparative. o

The whole makes ready; and the grand-
divifions are ﬁred by the officers that com-
mand them, in the {ollowing order: Firft,
third, {fecond, fcurth. (:renad'crs or lwht-
infantry on the right and lett, to be re; xatcd
’till the fignal is giverito ceale ﬁring.
Advanciig,

N

in the front, to be feen by the orenadiers on the flanks,
both of which would }:rolnb‘x be obitrusted by the hurry
and fmoke : For which reaton I have alfo omitted hru*g
each firing together by the commanding officer, though
practifed by the Engliih 1 treops on fleld-days and review:
Ancther ob eétion | nave to fring the gremdr(r' c.the.
by the comm“ndmg officer 15, that as it 1s not dme uil
after the fecond round, half their fire is loft. The cfficers
fhould take a hittle more time between the fubdivifions
firing than when by platoons; becaufe the former bemng
done in half the time; too lurge u part of the reginen:
would be unloaded at the fome tiive,
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Advmzcz’nfr.—--Retreat‘z’ng.

The direéhions for firing by platoons will
{fuffice for firing by grand- dxvxﬁons, the officers
taking care not to ﬁre too faft, but allow the
firlt time to load betore the fecond fires.

FIRING 4y WINGS.

Preparative.
The vihole makes ready, and each wing
and divifion of light-infantry or grenaders 1s
fired by 1ts proper officer.

IF'IRING 4 RANKS.

DPreparative.

The whole recovers; the rear rank, or
ranks, if three, advance to clofe ordery the
tront rank knecls, and the men drop the
muzzles of their firclocks, as do the centre
rank.

Rear rank! Prefent !---Fire !

Thefe words of command are given by the
commanding officer.  As foon as this rank
has fired, it talls back and loads.

Conire rank ! Prefeit !---Fire!
This, when fired, falls back and loads.

Lront vank ! Picfent !---Fire !
This, when fired, rifes up and loads. *

FIRINGS

* This is contrary to the ufual practice, which i- to
bumn
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~cond line, or referve, may be obliged to change
their front. There are feveral methods of per-

- Pruffians, viz. by filing and wheeling, will be

“they are the fitteft to fuftain an attack ; but
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FIRINGS # th¢e REAR.

They may become neceffary when the
enemy has found means to get into the rear of
the army, by which the regiments of the fe-

forming this. Two of thofe, practifed by the

found among the evolutions, and in plate C.
fig. 1.and 2., that thofe who incline to fol-
low them, may krow Low they are to be per-
formed. 1 he reajon grven tor this manceuvre
is, that the beft men being in the front rank,

this I cannot lock on as conclufive, bravery
not being always annexed to ftature; nor can
it be doubtcd that the rear rank may, and ge-
nerally does, confilt of men of as much re-
folution as the front. Befides, this requires
time, which the enemy may not always allow:
Theretore I belicve facing to the right about,
and the otlicers commanding platoons moving
| trom

begin with the front rank; but the followmg incon-
venience attends this xmthod It the front rank fires fir,
it muft rife to load, and the two rear ranks cannct fire
till 1t has aone and kneéls again ; but by beginning
‘with the rear rank, that has time to load whlh, the
others are firing, It is often beft not to fire the frent
rank, but kecp it for a reierve, left the enemy fhould at-
tack whcn tm whole tront 1s unfurnifhied of nre.
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from the front to the rear rank, now become the
front, would anfwer the purpofe full as well,
be performed in lefs time, and not e.:pofe the
corps to fall into confufion by making fuch
amotion in the face of an enemy. Itis true,
that by the method I propofe the order of the
platoons in firing is reverfed, the right-hand -
wing becoming the left; but this, I apprehend,
is of little confequence, it being very immaterial
whether the firing begins from the right or left,
neither in the hurry of an action can this regu-
larity be always attended to, but each platoon or
fubdivifion will be apt to fire as faft as 1t can,
independant of the reft.

OBLIQUE FIRING.

This, tho’ not often neceflary, may fom:e-
times become requifite, in crder to ufefully en:-
ploy the whole fire of the battalion. Suppofeit
attacked by a column or body of horfe, whofz
frontis not equal to that of the regiment, if only
the dire¢t fire is ufed, part of it muft be need-
lefsly referved or thrown away. To prevent
which, every file that outflanks the body at-
tacking, fhould face to the right or left, ac-
cording to its pofition, the degree of facing
muft be proportioned to the diftance from the
front attacked, in order to bear on the attack-
ing body. The fame fervice may be ger-
formed by whecling the parts not attacked one

o eighth
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eighth or one quarter of a circle; but this
method is attended with the followmg incon-
venience: That, as it has been found, by re-
peated experience, very difficult to brmg men
to fire to their right or left, they always in-
clining to do it directly to their front, the de-
gree of wheeling muft be varied every minute,
as theattacking body approaches, *till it comes
to very near a quarter of a circle, by which the
flanks may be expofed, but in oblique firing
- every man will, of his own accord, be apt to
vary the degree of his facing, as neceﬁ?tv re-
quires. Poffibly a method compounded of the
two might be found beit, wheeling to a cer-
tam dcgree and then ﬁrmor dueétly or cb-
liquely, as cccafion may require.  See B. fig. 2.

Of PARAPET FIRING.

This may be performed two ways, with the
filesopen or clofe; each has its advantage. By
the firft the firings fucceed one another with-
out any mterruptlon, by the latter they are
flower, but heavier, that is, each platoon or
iubdivifion fires double the number of men at
one time, but requires much longer time be-
tween each firing: For which reafon I pl‘cfer
the former.

« To fire 'wzt/.) open files.

= The ﬁlcs may be opened two ways, by
do ublmg
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doubling them or by facing from the centre
to the right and left outwards, and filing ’till
there is a {pace between each file for a man to

afs. Which of thefe methods 1s to be fol-
Fowed muft depend on circumftances, fuch as
the length of parapet a battalion or any cer-
tain number of men has to defend, but prin-
cipally by the manner in which the battalion
1s drawn up, whether in two or three ranks;
if the former, doubling the files is beft ; if the
latter, opening them, becaufe, if only two
deep, the front cannot be loaded by the time
the rear has fired, but it may in the time re-
. quifite for two ranks to fire.

If the files are to be doubled, the words of
command are
Left-band jiles! Take care to double to the vight!

Every fecond or left-hand file faces to the
right.

March !

If the ranks are open, the men that faced
ftep into the intervals between the ranks; but
-if clofed, they march into the rear ’till they
have got to a proper diftance,

| Halt!

The men that doubled come to their pro-
per front and cover their file leaders.

If the files are to be opened
Toke care to open your files ta the right and left

from the centre !
F 2 - The
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The officers and men face to the right and

left outwards. o
‘ March! .

The right and left-hand files march two
fteps, and is then followed by the fecond, and
this in like manner by the third, each fle
ftepping off at the fecond ftep of the preceding
file. When the commanding officer fees that
the whole is properly opened

’ Halt !

The officers and men face to the front.

~ Preparative.

The front rank recovers.

~ Flam.

The whole marches ; the front rank fteps
on the banket, if any, and is fired by the of-
ficers commanding the platoons or fubdivi-
fions: As foon as the men have fired, they re-
cover and go ta the right about, which brings
them oppofite the incervals through which
they march to the rear, load, and march
forward. ‘The officer who commands the
platoon or fubdivifion does not go to the rear,
but continues in the front to fire the ranks as
they advance, the fupernumerary officers and
ferjeants taking care of the men that go to
the rear.  When the word Prefent is given to
the front rank, the fecond recovers. Thus
the firing is continued ’till the enemy retires

or beats off the defendants
‘T‘(?
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To fire with clofe files.

The foregoing direttions will in a great
meafure ferve here, the only difference between
the two methods being the manner in which
the ranks are to go to the rear, which is by
facing to the right and left outwards, and
filing through the intervals between the pla-
toons or {fubdivifions. |

When the firing ceafes, if the files were
opened either by doubling or filing to the
right and left, the battalion is again reduced
to its former ftate by the following fignals:

Preparative.---Flam. .

If the files were doubled, thofe that doubled
ftep with their left feet obliquely to the left,
and march through the intervals ; if the files
opened, they facé to the right and left in-
wards, at the preparative, and march at the
flam. -

Flam,
The whole faces to its proper front.

STREET-FIRINGS advancing.

Platoons! (or fubdivifions) Tuke care to wheel to
the right | *---March!  See plate C. fig. 1.
The

®* The manner in which the battalion is to wheel,
whether by platoons, fub or grand-divifions, muft depend
on the widenefs of the ftreet or road; the front fhould
always be as large as poflible, leaving a fufficient fpace
0}? cach flank for the platoons that have fired to fiic to.
the rear,
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The platoons, &c. wheel either on the
centre or with one front; if on the centre
when the word

Halt
1s given, the haif that went to the right about
come to the right about to their proper front,

Drummer beats a march,
The whole ftep off together, and march.
| Preparative.
The lﬁng divifion recovers.
—3 Flam.

It fires, ¥heels from the centre to the right
and left outwards, and when in a line with
the flanks of the regiment, the divifions face
to the right and left, and file down the flank,
’t:ill they come to the rear of the battalion,
when the officer that commands them orders
them to wheel inwards, which they are to do
by files, the leading file of each divifion wheel-
ing halfa circle, the next file wheels round
the leading file, ’till it comes to its pro-
per place on the right or left of the leading
file, and is followed by the other files, ’till the
whole divifion -is properly formed, when it
loads and marches. 'When the word Prefent
1s given to the firft divifion, the fecond reco-
vers, and marches beyond the ground of the
firlt before 1t fires, fo as to gain ground every
hring, .

Atzer the fignal is given to begin the ﬁ}rling,
the
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the drummer is to beat a march without ceajc
ing, 'till ordered to the contrary.

The regimental colours or ftandard muft
wheel after every divifion that files along the
flanks, and form in the rear of the divifion at
the head of which it was before, by which
means it will always be in the centre of the

. battalion. The enfigns that carry the grand-

divifion colours thould alfo wheel 1n fuch
a manner as always to keep in the centre of
their refpective grand-divifions.

Retreating.

The drummer beats a retreat.

The whole battalion halts, and the firings
are conduted as beiore directed, by which
means the battalion retreats, dr rather loofes
ground, as each divifion fires.

Take care to form the battalion !
To the left wheel, and form the battalion!---March!

The platoons, &c. wheel to the left, and
drefs.

Of FIRING a VOLLEY.

‘This may be done on two occalions, in the
day of battle, immediately before charging
with bayonets, and for a feu-de-jsy on fome oc-
caflon of rejoicing.

To fire a volley and charge with baycnets.
Picpaiatipe, ‘
The

ow,
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The whole makes ready; the front rank
kneels, the others lock.
o Flam.
~ The whole prefent.
Flam. |
The whole firgs, and recovers; the front
rank rifes up brifkly; the whole level their
bayonets to charge, which they muft do brifk-
ly, and clofely follow their fmoke, in cafe the
wind favours them, by blowing 1t in the face
of the enemy. In caf= they have the good
fortune to break their opponents, the ofhicers
fhould be careiu! not to let their men purfue
the fugitives too eagerly, left by breaking
their own ranks they become a prey to fome
freth body of the enemy.
Preparative.
The whole halts, drefies and recovers.
Flam.
The regiment half cocks, primes and loads.
~ Flam. ‘
The whole fhoulders.
[f the firing is for ¢ feu-de-joy
Preparatie.
The whole recovers; the front rank does
not kneel or the others lock.
Flam.
The whole prefent, with their muzzles in
the air, the centre and rear elevating them

above the heads of the men before them.
Elam,
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Flam. |

The whole fires, recovers, primes and loads,
as this £ring is always twice repeated. After
the third volley the men ftand recovered.

Flam. |

They half cock.

| Flam.
They fhut their pans.
Flam.

They fhoulder. |

This 1s the moft wfual method with the
Britith troops; but among foreigners, and
fometimes by our regiments, when on foreign
fervice, and mixed with other troops, the fey-
de-joy 1s by a running fire in the following
manner :

Preparative.
The battalion recovers and cocks.
Flam.
The whole prefents.
iam.

‘The right and left-hand files fire, and are fol-
iowed by the next files, thefe by the third, &c.
'till the firing reaches the centre, when the
Hanking files begin again, and continue ’till
three rounds are fired, when the firing ceafes,
and the men ftand recovered.

Llam.

They half cock,

G Flam.
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Flam.

They fhut their pans.

Flam.

They {houldr:r

If the troops are in & fortified town, the
feu-de-joy is always performed on the ram-
parts, the men facing the parapct.

I have directed thefe firings by fignals, but
the commanding officer may do it by word of
command, 1f he chootes fo to do. Having
now gone through all the firings that are
ufually practifed, I ihall procecd to the evo-

iutions.

Crar. VI.
Of wheelinz on the centre.

Take care to wheel on the centre!

HE nght divifion of Grenadlerc or
light-infantry, and ricrht wing of the
battdhon go to the right about
To the ngbt wheel on the ceiitre 1—--March |
Each wing, &c. wheels to its right a quar-
ter of a circle.
Halt !
The left wing, &c. halts, the right comes
to the right about, and the whole drefs.
Take care to wheel to the lefi on the centre !
The left wing, &c. goes to the right about.
o 1he l’f,t wobec] o*z vhe centre 1---March !
Each wing wheels a quarter of a circle.

Healt!
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Halt!
The right wing halts, the left eomes to the

right about, and dreffes.
Wzmrs ! Take care to wheel to the rzglat on the

centre !
To tbe right wheel on the centre! ---Marcb'
Halt!
Vings ! W'beel to twe leit en the centre!---March !
Halt !

Grand—dz'fw' fons ! Take care to wheel to the right
- an the centre!
To lbe right wheel on the centre! ---Marcb'

Halt!
To the left wheel on the centre !---March !
Halt ! '

I have omitted giving any direttions for
the two laft evolutlons, as thofe before given
are {ufficient 1n all cafes, obferving this ge-
neral rule, That, when the wheel 1s to the
right, the right-hand half is to go tathe right
about, and the left when to the left.

In wheeling, great care fhould be taken to
keep the ranks as ftraight as poflible, for
which purpofe the centre. man, on whom the
wheeling 1s performed, thould cmly turn {low-
ly, the next wheel a very litile fafter, and
ach, as he 1s more diftant from the centre,
nove proportionably quicker.  Every man
thould, with his c\bnw, teel his neighbour on
the !\dm. on which he wheels, ¢ ﬂbng his eyes

(2 ‘h(.
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the contrary way, that he may not move too
faft for thofe who have a larger fpace to go
over. If every man is attentive to feel his
neighbour without crouding on him, the whole
line would never take up more or lefs ground
than it occupied when 1t fet off. B

Cuar, VII.
To change the front of tbe battalion.

H IS may be done by filing or wheel-
ing. Firft by filing.
Take care to change front cf the battalion by fling!
Face to the left !
The whole faces to the lett.
- March and wheel by files !

The 'left file of the left divifion of grena-
diers or light-infantry wheels to the lett half
a circle, and marches along the rear of the
battalion, ’till it gets to the rear of the ground
on which the right divifion ftood. As foon
as the firlt has wheeled round, the fecond
marches to the ground from which the firft
wheeled, and wheels, and is followed in the
{ame manner by every other file, ’till the right-
hand file of the right divifion of grenadiers
or light-infantry has wheeled. | —

Halt! .

‘The whole faces to the right, and drefles,
- See plate C. fig. 2.

Secondly.
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+ Secondly. By platoons or fubdivifions.
Take care to change the front of the battalion by
wheeling to the left by fubdivifions!
s To the left wheel !---Maich !

The left diyifion of grenadiers, or mfantry
wheels half a circle to the left, and marches
in the rear; the other battahon, &c. divifions
march in fucceffion to the ground this one has
quitted, and wheel in the fame manner, then

Halt!

The whole faces to the right, and dreffes.
See plate C. fig. 3.

If thought neceflary to bring the battalion
to its former front, the foregoing directions
muft be reverfed.

Cuapr. VIII.
FORMING #¢e SQUARE.

H 1S is beft done by grand-divificns.
Take care to form the f;uare by grand-
divifions !
Grand-divifions! Form the fquare !

The firft grand-divifion and grenadiers on
the right face to the left; the left wing and
grenadiers face to the right.

: Maich

The fecond grand-divifion moves flowly
forward. As foon 5 the rear rank has cleared
the front line, the referve and regimental co-

](\Ilf‘&
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lours, or ftandard, moves with the fide ftep
’till it gets in the rear of the centre of the fe-
cond grand-divifion. The firft grand-divifion
wheels to the right by files, and rnarghes in
the rear of the flank files of the fecond, to
form the right face. The third grand-divifion
wheels by Elcs, *till 1ts leading files cover the
left flank of the fecond, and forms the left
face. The fourth or lett grand-divifion files
along the line to form the rear face. Each
divifion of grenadiers fubdivides and covers the
angles of the {quare. The field and ftaffofficers,
drummers and fifers, get into the fquare.
| Face fquare!

The right, left and rear faces go to the right

about, and face outwards.

L )
To march the fquare.

Take care to march the fguare to tie frone!

The right face taces to the left, the lett face
to the right, and the rear goes to the right
about.

NMarco !

The whole marches ’ull the drum ceafes,
when the fquare halts; cach face faces out-
wards. In the fame manner the fquare
may mrarch by any of its faces. The regi-
mental celours, or frandard, dremmers and
ffers muft alwayvs {211 in the rear of the face
that lears,

To




L 55 ]
To fire the fquare.

Preparative.

The grenadiers make ready, and fire by
word of command from their refpetive of-
cers, in the following order: That on the
- right of the front face on the right of the rear
face, on the right of the right face, and on the
right of the lett face. Each platoon, as foon
as 1t has fired, recovers and goes to the right
ibout ; alfo the left-hand platoon of each face
recovers and wheels out about an eighth of
a circle to make room for the grenadiers to
march 1nto the {quare, the platoon that wheel-
ed falls back and thoulders, and the grenadiers
load.

Preparative.

The right-hand platoon of each face makes
ready, and is fired by its proper officer in the
following order: Front, rear, right and left
taces.  The left-hand plateons make the fe-
cond fire, and are {ollowed by the other two
platoons of each face. When the ‘whole has
fired, the left-hand p'atoons wheel out, as be-
fore directed, and let out the grenadiers. This
15 the ufual method on field-days and at re-
views; but fuch regularity cannot well be
obierved in the hurry of an aétion, but the of-
ficers of each tace regard chiefly their own
firings ; and this may occafiogally become ne-

ceflary,
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ceflary, as, when the {quarc arrives at fome
place where one or more of its faces are fe- |
cured from an attack by the nature of the

ground. Should any face fo circumftanced
fire, it would needlefsly expend its ammunition.

To reduce the fyuare.

Take care to reduce the [quare!

From the [quare form the battalion!---March !
~ The reducing of the fquare being the re- |
verfe of forming 1t, each face muft face or
wheel contrary to what it d’d before ; confc-
quently any further directions are unncceflary.
Se¢ plate D. fig. 1.

Cuar. IX.

Of forming the OBLONG SQUARE.

Take care 10 form the oblong (quare !

Form the oblong [quare!
HE fubdivifions on the right of the
fourth face to the left, thofe on the let:
face to the right. |
March !

The fourth fubdivifion marches forward
to form the front face;, the third, fecond
and firft wheel by files to form the right face ;
the fifth, fixth and feventh do the fame to form
the left face; and the eighth files along the
line and makes the rear face. The grenadiers,
or light infantry, cover the angles.

The
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The diretions for marching, firing, &c.
are the fame as in the foregoing ; but it rarely,
~if ever, has occafion to march but by its
front or rear faces. Sce plate D. fig. 2.

The bat:alion i1s formed by facings and
Wheelmgs the reverfe to thofe ufed to form
it, by the followmg words of command :

Take care to forus the battalion!

From the [quare form the battalion !
March !---Halt !

Cuar. X.

Of p.fing a BRIDGE or DEFILE, and of
- the SIDE STEP. /
’ I “+1E drummer beats amarch, and the bat-

ralion marches *t1ll 1c comes to the bridge.
Prep.rative, or, Take care to pafs the bridge !
Marer, |
The platoon ov fubuivifion oppofite the
bridge /which [ here fuppofe to be the fifth
iubdlmuow rasiches flowly forward; thofe
and the grenadxers on its right face t the
left; and thofe on the left face to the right .
and they all Ale. Each fubdivifion ot the
right and left wing, as foon as it comes to the
place from which ‘the fifth marched off, faces
to 1ts proper front, and marches in the rear of
the leading fubdxv fion. This 1s tc be done
in alternate order, one from each wing, that
18, the fourth, ﬁxrh, thir!, feventh, xecond
Il eighth,
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cighthi; grenadiers or light-infantry in divi-
fions. When the leadmor divifion has paffed
the bridge, it continues to > march ver y flowly;
the other fubdivifions, as they pafs, fhould
advance brifkly, with the fide ftep, to the
right or left, ’till they regain their proper
piaces in battahon and drefs with the leading
fubdivifion.  See plan E.

As marching 1n battalion is never practifed
but in day of battle, we muft fuppofe 1t pafies
the Dridge, &c. to attack an enemy on the
other fide, and as fuch enemy may take the
epportunity of artacking and defeating it by
rercil® the fubdivifions Mould recover, to be
ready to fire, 1t neceffary ; but if it can be
avoiced the firft thould not fire ’ull at leatt
three have formed, and the other two are ready
to fupport it.  This firing fhould be carried
on as tlowly as pofiible, to give the relt time
to come up

When a battalion is marching in column of
platoons or fubdivifions, and arrives at a nar-
row bridge, or other pafs that will not admtt
the whale iront of the plagoon or fubdivifion,

the

* This 1s a term I do not remember to have feen 1n
any Englith author on mm*ax‘y aftairz; but wmnorg the
French the word detail, x\hmh, in wnercantile affair-, has
the {ame fignification with our retail, is frcquendy ap-
plicd t the mlhtaxy I think I may with propriety uie
1t, as it conveys a plam id -:a, and is fhorter then 'm)’
otlier manucr in which the fame thing can be exprefic:
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the ufual manner of pafling 1s, for the right
or left half of the front rank 3 pafs over, the
other half facing to the right or left, as it may
be requifite, filing to the ground the other haif
had occupied, then coming to its proper front,
and marching, the feccond and all the follow-
ing ranks do “the fame. When the two parts
of each rank have pafled over, they fhould
again unite. The oflicers of the foremoft di-
vifions fthould give great attention to make
their men march very ilowly ’till the whole has
pafled, otherwife there will b a very long
and ftraggling rear, which fhould always be
carefully avoided.

Of the fude flep.

The fide ftep, which fhould properly be
called the diagonal ftep, as it is not made di-
rectly either to the fide or tront, but between
both, in order to gain ground each way, 1s
very convenient on many occafions,  The
men fhould always ftep off with the foot which
15 on the fide ground to be gained.  See plate
L. fiz. 3. On all occafions where men are
marcning in column, and are to be formed in
batrali on, I preter doing 1t by the fide ftep ra-
ther than by filing or wheelmg, as by the firft
they expote their Hanks to the enemy, and by
the Tatter thev are more lable to fall into con-
tufion, and 1t reauires more time ; but by the

11 Ode
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fide ftep they always face the enemy, and
every part of a divifion that has cleared the
flank of the preceding one, may be fired, if ne-
ceflary, without waiting ’till the whole is
clear. It may be alledged that by filing this
laft advantage may be obtained by ordermg
the men to come to their proper front. This
I grant; but when the divifion is once faced,
it becomes fixed, and cannot gain ground, nor
uncover more of its files; but by the fide
ftep it advances to the very laft, and every
ftep it takes it gains the fire of an additional
file. See plate D. fig. 4. where a fhews the
enemv, & the leading diviﬁon, and ¢ one partly

uncovered.
Cuar. XI.

Of paffing through a wood.

IF the battalion comes to a thick wood,

having a narrow road through it, this be-
ing a defile; 1s to be paffed as direéted in the
foregomg chapter but it open, and clear of
underwood, and no other circumftances, fuch
35 an enemy. having pofieffion of the fkirts of
1t on the other ﬁde, it may be pafied by each
fubdivifion wheeling by files, and filing *ull 1t
cets clear of the wood. When 1t has done
this, the fubdivifions fhould again wheel by

files to the right or left to torm the battalion.*
In

* As the grenadiers or light-infantry divifions are
imaller






) [ 61 ]

In cafe the enemy it in pofleflion of the far-
ther fide of the wood, and the battalion is un-
der a neceflity of pafling through, it muft then
pafs in front in the beft manner it can, and
brifkly attack the enemy with bayonets; the
refolution with which this fhould be per-
formed, may compenfate for the badnefs of
fituation, When in the firft cafe the batta-
lion arrives at the edge of the wood, the com..
manding officer orders the drummer to ceafe
beating a march, and the battalion halts.
Take care the battalion! Face to the right!
* The whole faces to the right.
Subdivifions! Wheel to the left by files !
March! - g

The right-hand file of each fubdivifion files
to the left, and is followed by the other files.

When the whole 1s well clear of the woed
To the right wheel by fles and jorn: the battalion !

Maych !---Halt ! ’

The whole comes to its proper front, and
drefles.

My reafon for filing by {ubdivifions is, that
the fmaller the filing body, the fooner it will
|have pafled and formed.  See nlcre F.

Cnar.

imalier than fubdivifions, generally by kalf, when the:
eme to form thus en the nght will be too clofe te, and
" fhat on the lef* too far from, the battalion: 'Therefo:
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Cuar. XII.

Of forming the folid column,

HE ftrength of a column is no way

fixed, but depends on circumftances,
as, the ﬁrenmth of the troops attacking; the
nature of the ground the column is to pais
over, which thould be little, 1f at all, incum-
bered with trees, buthes, &c. that may retard
and break fuch a body, whofe principal
merit confifts in its weight occafioned by ve
locity and compacétnefs. 7 thall give direction
how to form it of one regiment, which wil
ferve for any other number. If the regimen
1s drawn up three deep, it may form by grand
divificns, which will make a column twelv
~deep; butif it is only two deep, it fhould b
by 1L.bd1'~’1ﬁ"ﬂ3 forming a column fixtce
deep. Platoons would owe too fmall afron
and too long a rear.
Take care to fn 12 tbe folid column by [ubdivifions!
Right-band [ubdic 7/ ! Stand foff 1---Face |

the vight!

The fecond, and all the other {ubdivifion

and lett grenadiers, face to the right.
March !

'i‘] e firlt fubdivifion marches flowly fo
vward, the reft file *t1il each fubdivifion com
W the ground the firt hus marched tro
when it should face to the front and join t

])rwr‘gr{mn‘
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preceding as clofe as pofiible, leaving juft
room enough for the men to march freely.

The grenadiers, inftead of forming at the
head of the column, would, I believe, be bet-
ter in one or two files on the flanks, for a pur-
pofe I fhall immediately mention. The lead-
ing files of the grenadiers thould drefs with
the head of the column. ‘

Prepare to charge!

The wholerecovers. The three front ranks

prefent their bayonets for the charge.
March! or Chorge !

The whole column marches as brifkly as
poflible, in order to break through the corps
oppoling; as foon as it has penetrated, the
grenadiers on the flanks thould face out-
wards and attack the enemy in front, flank
and rear, which will effectually deftroy that

1 corps.  See plate G.

Tcke care to form the battalion !---March!
If the ground will permit to form, by
marching torward, when the word march is

~aiven, the leading divifion moves forward,

and the other divifions recover their places in
the battalion, by the fide ftep, or when the
firft divifion 1s {ufficiently advanced to make
room for the fecond to wheel, it halts; the fe-
cond wheels a quarter of a circle to the left,
tnen a quarter of a circle to the -right, and
marches to its place in battalion ; the third

wheels
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wheels to the left, marches *till it has got to
the left of the fecond, then whe:ls to the right
and marches to its proper place; the fourth,
fifth, &c. do the fame ’till the whole is form-
ed. If the ground will not allow the firft to
advance
Leading fubdivifion! Stand faft !
Face to the left !

The fecond, third, &c. divifions face to the
left.

March !

The divifions that face file ’till each comes
to the rear of the ground which 1t is to occupy
in battalion, then faces to its proper front
and marches to the left of the preceding one,
with which 1t dreffes.

Crar. XIIL
Of lreaking and rallying.

S the beft regiments may fometimes be

broken and rally again, it is not amifs

to inftrut the officers and men what they are

to do if fuch a misfortune fhould betall them
.  Preparative.---Flam.

On this laft fignal the men break and run

confufedly to {fome diftance.
To arms.
The officers muft exert themfelves to rally

and form their men. The ftandard-bearer,
or
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or enfigns, with the regimental colours, fhould

tak.e fome proper poft, that they may thew the
men where they are to aflemble.

Cuar. X1IV.

Of forming the [quare when marching in open
column, by [ubdivifions or svand-divifions.

Take care 1o form the [quare !----March!

HE leading fubdivifion halts, the fe-

cond marches with the fide ftep ’till it
gets on the left of the firft; the third marches
to the ground the fecond juft quitted, then
whecls to the right; the fourth marches to
the fame ground and wheels to the lett; the
fifth marches to the ground the third occu-
pied, and wheels to the right; the fixth
marches with the fide ftep to the left of the
fame ground, and wheels to the left ; the &-
venth marches to make the rear face, and is
jollowed by the eighth, which marches with
the fide ftep to its left.  The grenadiers, or
light-infantry, cover the angles, and the faces
face outwards. . |

Take care to reduce the fyuare!”

'I'he front face halts, the right face faces to
1ts left, as does the left face to its right, the
rear face comes to the right about.

March!
The right fubdivifions of the front and
I rear
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rear march forward; the left-hand ditto march
with the fide ftep to the right, ’till they get
in the rear of the former. The fubdivifions
of the right face wheel by files to their left,
and thofe of the left face do the fame to their
right, ’till they have got into their places;
the grenadiers, or light-infantry, cover the
flanks. The whole muft continue marching
’till each fubdivifion has gained its proper
diftance from the preceding one.
Halt !
Tm%e care to form grand-divifions!---March !
The firft, third, fAfth and feventh {ubdivi-
fions march forward the fecond, tourth,
fixth and eighth, by the fide ftep, to their lctt
till each gets on the left of its preceding fub-
divifion. The former fhould move flowly,
the latter more brifkly.
Take care to form the fqrare!
The front halts; the other three grand-
divifions march to half diftance.
March!
The night fubdivifions of the fecond and
. third grand divifions wheel to their right to
form the right face; the left fubdivifions
wheel to their lett to form the left face. The
fourth grand-divifion marches torward to form
the rear face.
Halt !
T'he night, left and rear fices face outwards,
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Take care to reduce the [quare!

The right, left and rear faces go to the
right about ; the front and res: faces ftand
faft.

March!

The fubdivifions of the right face wheel to
their left; thofe of the left face to their right,
and the proper fubdivifions unite and form
arand-divifions ; when united, they come to
the right about.

"The drummer beats a march.

The leading grand-divifion marches for-
ward ; when it has got to a proper diftance
the fecond marches, and the fame is obferved
by all the others.

Cuar. XV,

To form the obiong [quare.

S in the laft chapter the battalion was
fuppofed marching by grand-divifiens,
it muft be reduced to fub-divifions, which may
be done either by forming the battalion and
wheeling by fubdivifions, or the grand may
be reduced to fubdivifions on the march.
Take care to form from grand io fubdrvifions!
March !
The right-hand fubdivifions of each grand-
divifion march forward ;. the left-hand fulx
12 divifions
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divifions march, by the fide ftep, to their
right, ’till each falls into the rear of its right-
hand fubdivifion. |

Take care 1o form the oblong [quare!

All the fubdivifions, but the firft, march to
half diftance. |

| March !

The right platoons of each fubdivifion, but
the firft and ¢ighth, wheel to the right to form
the right face; the left-hand ditto wheel to
the left to form the left face; the eighth
matches to form the rear face.

Halt !

The rear face goes to the right about, and
faces outwards,

Take care io reduce the fyuare!

The platoons that formed the right face,
face to their left; thofe of the lett face to
their nght; and the rear face comes to the
right about. '

| March!

The front and rear faces ftand faft. The
platoons of the right face wheel by files to
their lett, as do thofe of the left face to their
right, *vll they unite in fubdivifions.

The drummer beats a march.

The firft fubdivifion marches forward;
when it has got to a proper diftance, the fe-
wond fteps off, and is fgllowed in the fame
iranner by the others.

Tore
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Vake care to form the battalion!
Sabdivifions | To the left wheel !---March !

Cuar. XVIL
Of forining on potence, or gallows, balf a fguare, .

S a battalion is liable to be attacked in

rear, or on its flanks, as well as in
front, it fhould be prepared to defend itfelf
in all cafes. If attacked on all fides, the
fquare muft be formed ; but as it may be at-
tacked on one or both ﬂanks, or in rear, and
on one flank, or that fome part may be pro-
tected by the nature of the ground ; in any
of thefe cafes to form the {quare would be
wrong, as the face or faces fo fecured, or not
attacked, would be ufelefs, and their afﬁftance
loft to thofe that are: Therefore the batta-
lion thould be formed on potence or gallows,
or in half a {quare, as occalion may require ;
but as the length of the legs muft depcnd on
the nature of the ground to be occupied, it is
impofiible to fix on any number of platogns
or fubdivifions tor each, confequently to af-
certain the proper word of command. The
commanding ofhcer fhould go himfeif, or fend
the major or adjutant, to face or wheel the
number that may be requilite. The gre-
nadiers, or light- 1nﬂmtry, muit be di fmm.d of
on the ani"lLS or rather, parts where tney may
be ufeful. The inipection of the figures n:

“plate
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plate H. will make the matter clearer than
. any written directions.

Fig. 1. Shews a battalion forming the gal-
lows, its right being covered with an ime
paffable river,

Fig. 2. A battalion drawn up in gallows,
its rear’ covered by a wood. In this cafe all
the avenues in the wood fhould be ftopped
with felled trces, and fome grenadiers, light-
infantry or riflemen placed in the wood.

Fig. 3. A battalion forming half a fquare,
its right and rear covered by a rivulet with
fteep banks. In this cafe fome of the detached
companies ¥ fhould be pofted of its banks, for
the {ame reafon they are direfted to be pofted
n the wood in the foregoing cafe.

Fig. 4. A battalion forming half a fquare, with
its rear covered by a hollow way, and its lett by
awood. Hereiome of the detached companies
fhould be ftationed on the inner bank of the
hollow way, and in the wood, where an abatis
fheuld be formed as direéted under figure 2.

Cuap. XVII. s
Of fufiaining a charge with bayonets, and difiniffing
the regiment.
| H E N a battalion perceives another
ready to charge it, which is generally
done
* By detached companies I underftand the grenadiers

and light-infantry, who, thcugh purt of the regiment,
are not of the battalion, prorerly fo called.
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done, by firing a volley at a fmall diftance,
and following the fmoke, it fhould put itfelf .
in the beft pofture to fuftain it. This is dif- |
ficult, as the force the affailants acquire, by!
the quicknefs of their motions, is not eafily
refifted. The beft method of doing it is,
I believe, the following: The front rank
fhould kneel, fupport their left arm by refting
the left elbow on the left knee, and with the

“right keeping the butt of the mufket to the
left breaft; the fecond rank fhould prefent
their bayonets in the fame manner, covering
the intervals between the bayonets of the
front rank, the men inclining a hittle forward ;
the rear rank fhould ftand recovered, and
with their fhoulders fupport the backs of
the fecond rank. By this method the ba-
yonets would project farther from the mens

‘ bodies than thoie of the regim:nt charging;
~and, as enlarging the bafe of any body, and
| diminifhing 1ts height, renders it more ftable,
the front rank kneeling would not be {o eafily
overturned as 1t would ftanding,

Having gone through all that I conceive

neceflary to be done in the field, it is time to

| difmifs the battalion by the following words
of command, the battalion being formed :

Rear ranxs! Open backwards to your former

diftance !---March ! .
‘ The centre and rear ranks fall back to open
'S

order,
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order, or they go to the right about, and
march, the rear eight paces, the centre four,
The officers in the front rank ftep forward
four paces, thofe in the rear come forward
and drefs with the others. -
Halt !

If the rear ranks went to the right about,
they come again about to their proper front,
and cover their file leaders. . The officers or-
der their fufees.

Poife your firelocks !---Rep on youy arms!---Re-
© turn your bayonets !*---Shoulder !
Grenadiers ! Face to the right ! ---March !

Having faced, the right divifion files to
fuch a diftance as to leave room for the left
divifion, and alfo a fpace equal to the front
of the company between its left and the right
of the battalion. Theleftdivifion files through
the ranks. .

T ke drummers call is beat by the orderly drummer.

‘The drum and fife major, with part of the -
arummers and fifers, form on the left of the
left-hand colours, facing to the right. The
enfign, with the colours, advances to the head
of the drummers, and marches to the right,
cach colour or ftandard falling in as the drum~

mers

* When the men ufe powder, it is cuftomary, before
they return their bayonets, to order them to wipe them,
that they may not ruflt in the fcabbard ; for which pur-

» pofe every 1an fhould have an oiled rag in lis pouch.
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mers come up to them, the whole marching:
along the line ’till they arrive at the head of
the grenadiers, or company that is to efcorr
them. As they pafs along the line, the men
prefent, the drummers beat, and the officers
falute with their hats. -

When arrived at the head of the company,
the captain, 1f the whole is to efcort them, or
the firft-lieutenant, if only half the company,
orders the men to fix their bayonets. The of-
ficer commanding the efcort places himfelf at
the head of the colours, and the reft in the fol-
lowing order: Colours, drummers and fifers,
¢lcort.

When the colours are got to fome diftance
from the battalion, |
Showlder ! --- Right-band file of each company ftand

fap !---To the right clofe your files by companies !
" The files of each company, except the
right, face to the right.
March!
The files clofe.
Halt!

They come to their proper front.

The commanding officer then directs the
officers or {erjeants to march the companies to
their refpective parades, and difmifs them.

‘T'here being other things, befides the ma-
nual and cvolutions, neceffary tor officers and

men to know, I fhall give directions for a few
K of
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of them, viz. Receiving and diftributing orders
in camp or garrifon, mounting of guards,
and precantions to beobicrved on a march.

Cuar. X VIII.
Of orders, bow they areto be riceived and diftributed.

RDERS, both in camp and garrifon,
are of two kinds: General, which are
given by the commander in chief, or governor,
and refpet the whole camp or oamfon s and
regimental, which concern each partlcular re-
giment only Ot garr.fon orders {fome are
permanent, which are generally fixed up 1n
cvery guard-room; thefe "contain general
direttions, as, thc times of drums beatmg,
mounting guard, and fuch other ftanding rules
as are feldom varied; thefe arc pecuharly
aittinguifhed by the title of garrifon orders :
Others given out daily, as, the parolc, ﬁgn and
counterfign, and fuch of.hers as circugaftances
may require. ;1—\
General orders in camp are received from
the commander in chiet by the adjutant -ge-
neral, who diftributes them to tne ala-de-
camps of the interior generals and brigace-
majors ; thefe give them to the adjutants of
the regiments that conftitute their ufpec'hvc
brigades. In garrifon the towi-major recerves .
the orders from the governor, and diftributes

them as before diredted. As foon as an ad-
jutant
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jutant has received the general orders, he
fhould communicate them to the officer com-
manding the regiment, who adds fuch as he
thinks necefiary for the particular government
of his corps. Thus turnifhed, hc orders the
orderly drummer to beat the ferjeants call.
The orderly ferjeants and corporals thus fum-
moned, repair to the ufual place ; the ferjeants
draw up in a rank, with the ferjeant-major at
their right; the corporals in another rank in
the rear, three or four paces-diftant. The adju-
tant then orders the ferjeants to wheel from the
right and left, and form a ring round him, and
order their arms ; they then prepare their or-
derly books, pens and ink. The corporals
torm a circle round the ferjeants, face out-
wards, and reft their firelocks to prevent any
perfon approaching the ring while the parole
15 giving out.  All thefe preparations made,
the adjutznt whifpers the parole to the fer-
jeant-m¥or, he to the ferjeant on his right,
this to his next neirhbour, ’till 1t comes
round to the ferjeant-major, who whifpers it
to the adjutant, that, if any miftake has been
made, he may rectity it.  ‘U'his done, the cor-.
porals are crdered to clofe to the ring that they
may hear the orders, when the adjutant gives
out the fign and counterfign,* general and re-
K 2 grmental

* The fign and counteriizn are motions by which
2 cCn-
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gimental orders, then difmifes the ferjeants anc
corporals to carry the orders to their officer:

and men.

| Cuar. XIX.
Of guards in camp and garrifon.

HE guards in camp are of two kinds,

general and regimental: General guards
are fuch as are mounted by detachments from
each regiment, as advanced, artillery, ammu-
nition and forage guards, a guard for each
general officer, according to his rank.  Regi-
menta] guards are the quarter and rear guards,
the firft-commanded by a fubaltern officer,
the laft by a non-commiffioned officer, and
both are turnithed by their refpective re-
giments,

The general officers. guards are, For the
commander in chief one captain, two {ubal-
terns and fifty men ; a lieutenant-general one
fubaltern and thirty men; a major-general
one fubaltern and twenty men; a brigadier
one ferjeant and. twelve men.

Befdes

a centnel may, in the night particularly, diflinguith
a fricne rom a ftranger ; they are generally manual, and
fuch as mey make fome noife, as, when any onc ap-
proaches a centinel, he (the centinel) challenges and
eives the fign, fuppofe a flap on his pouch, the othe;
then gives the counterfign, as, blowing his nofe. Thele
precautions are not generally taken in time of peace, but
aiways when an enciny is near,
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Befides thefe guards every regiment fur-
nifhes a picket, confifting of one captain, two
fubalterns and fifty men; thefe remain with
their refpective regiments till called out on

particular occafions. Neither officers or men

fhould undrefs themfelves either by day or

night, but remain always accoutered, with
their arms ready to turn out on the firft no-
tice. The officers and men are always fuch
as arc firft on command, that 1s, to mount
cuard the next day, if not called out fooner ;
tor, if the picket, or any part thereof, once
marches off the parade, though only for a few
minutes, 1t is a tour of duty done, and the
next on command muft be warned to {fupply
their place. The picket fhould turn out

every morning, as foon as the guards march

off the parade, and at retreat beating, when
the officers thould examine the mens arms and
ammunition, to {ee that all 1s in proper order.
In garrifon the moft ufual guards are the
main, ports or gate, barrier and barrack
guards. The main guard 1s generally placed
near the centre ot the town, and comumanded
by a captain, though fometimes only by
a {ubaltern, 1n which cale 1t 15 uvfually the
oldeft on the parade. The port guards are
one at each gate, moftly conumauded by {ub-
alterns.  When the ditch 15 {uivounded by
a covered way, therc is generally a ferjeants
guard pofted 1n thic place of arms oppolite the

gatc
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gate; this is detached from the port guard.
The guard for the barracks is fometimes com-
manded by an officer, but generally only by
a ferjeant. If there are more barracks than
one, each muft have its guard.

In garrifon there 18 dlways a picket; but
in lieu of one from each regiment, as in camp,
one generally ferves the whole garrifon. It is
alfo cuftomary to do duty by regiments, not
detachments; or, if one regiment is not fuf-
ficient to fuinifth the neceffary number, by
brigadges. The reafon of this is, that every
rcmment may have an opportunity of al-
kmbhng entire for exercife. 'The guards are
generally made up by the town-major, ¢n the
grand parade, or, in his abfence, by the adju-
tant, 1f only one regiment mounts, if more,
by the oldeft adjutant on the parade.

When the guards march off, thofe com-
manded by commiffioned officers do it by
beat of drum, unlefs durmcrg kcpe, when this
is omitted, that the encmy may not know the
time and place of parading, as they would
then direCt theiredhells there. When the old
guard has notice from its centinels that the
new one is coming to relieve it, it turns out,
1t practicable, with its back to the guard-
rouin, rcfts, and beats a march, if the new
guard beats, otherwife not.  The new guard
draws up oppofite the old, and.refts, thc of-
ficer cumm«mdmw it advances to that of the

cld
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old, to receive the orders relative to that
guard. This done, the old orders, and the
new fhoulders, *till the corporal has numbered
the men, which he muft do from right or left,
zs dire€ed by the officer *; he then takes off
the centries - from the end where he began to
number, and, with the corporal of the old
guard, goes to relieve the centinels. When
they are marched off, the officer of the new
guard gives the word of command to his men
to order, that they may reft their arms while
the centries are relieving.  When the corpo-
ral returns witl® the old centinels, he joins his
guard, and makes his men order. The ofhcers
of both guards order their men to fhoulder,
and that ot the old wheeis his men and troops,
or marches them to the parade,-where they are
to be difmiffed ; the new guard refls, and
beats a march. As foon as the old guard-is
at fome diftance, the officert the new makes
o = =Hhis

R
* The reafcn cﬁ;, to prevent any man frcm pre-
viouﬂﬁncomputing when and where he vill be pofted, as
fuch knowledge might enable him to combine with the
encmy to betray his poft.

+ Fhe corporal, when relieving the centries, fhould
be vty attenuve that the old gives his orders diftinétly
to the new; he fthould alfo be paiticularly careful to
examine every tlung under the centry’s charge, and if he
finds any thing amifs, acquaint his officer therewith,
otherwiie he will be liable t be purithed for his aegle&t.
ric fhould alfo be able to tell what ceatry was on duty
at every particuiar poft at any hcur, thut in cafe of com-
plaint he may point out the man taat is to apfwer it,



[ 8 ]

his recover and file by the right or left to the
ground the old has quitted, and orc rs them
to ground or lodge their arms.

To prevent any neglet, either by the of-
ficers or centinels, - they fhould be wifited
often. In the night this 1s to be done by
rounds, which are moftly made by the follow-
ing perfons : The governor, when he pleafes,
the field officer of the day, and town-major ;
the time uncertain, to keep the people always
alert. The ufual manner as follows: The
perfon who 1s to go the rounds muft repair
to the main guard, and get a ferjeant with
fout or fix men, and a drummer to carry
a lantern ; he then proceeds to any guard he
choofes to begin with. When he approaches
a centinel, he (the centinel) challenges, and
is anfwered @y the ferjeant, Who comes
there? Rounds. What rounds ? Grand, or
covernor’s, rounds. Pals rounds, and keep
clear of my arms. (A centry, particularly in
the night, fhould never permit any one to
come within arm’s length of him.) When the
rounds approach the centry at or near the
guard, Who comes there 7 Rounds. What
rounds 7 Grand rounds. Stand, rounds.
Turn out the guard ! When the guard 1s un-
der arms, the officer fends a ferjeant and a file
of men to examine the rounds. When he
comes within a fmall diftance ot them, Ad-
vance, [erjeant, and give the paroic ! The {ci-

jeant
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jeant of the rounds advances, and whifpers
the parole to the ferjeant of the guard, who
receives him with his halbert, or {crewed ba-
yonet, pointed to his breaft to ftab him if he
proves an impoftor. When he has received
the parole, he returns to his guard, and re-
ports it to his officer, leaving his men to
watch the rounds. When tlte officer is fa-
tisfied, he fends back the ferjeant to pals the
round, who draws wup his men on one fide,
and fays, Pafs rounds. The rounds advance,
and, when near the officer of the guard, the
latter fteps forward two or three paces, and
gives the parole to the officer of the rounds,
and informs him of any extraordinaries thar

may have happened. The roupd then pro-
ceeds to fome other guard. ?z

A report in writing tron¥ every guard
fhould be made to the governor, by the per-
{fon commanding the guard, as foon as he has
difiniffed it, though, to avoid fo much trouble,
the garrifon orders often direct the officers of
the port and other inferior guards to {fend, by
a corporal, before the guard is relieved, a re-
port fealed up to the captain of the main
guard, who gives them, with his report, 'to
~ the governor. The ferjeants of the barrack
guards only report to the fenior officer in
cach barrack.  When a guard is detached
from another, as in the cafe of a barrier guard
detached from the port guard, the perfon who

com-
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commands it makes his report only to the of-
ficer of the guard from which he 1s detached.
This-is all I think neceflary to fay relative
to guards, except ﬂxewini how a rofter for the
officers tours of duty 1s kept.

A ReciMmenTtarL ROSTER.X

. Capts.
T. Padget,
Mic. Hodge,
Tim. Pearce,
- Gilb. Keen,
| | Rob. Cutbbert,
' " Will. Hufon,
- Geo. Rawfon,

Tho. Nugent,
capt. lieut.

Firft-lieuts. Second-lieuts.  Enfigns.
Will. Brown,  Anth. Brown, Peter Bowler,
Will. Pearce,  Rich. Brown, Rich. Taylor,
+ Feff. Craven, Rob. Prefcot,  Fobn Feffers,

-------------- Pet. Rasnsford, + Fobn Felliott,
Mich. Allen, 1 Fobn Gill,  Mich. Mitchel,
. Tim. Brombead, Rob. Yard, Gilb. Vanriel,
Will. Parr,  .Fobn Head, Fobn Purcel,
Peter Dick,  Nich. Fudger, Tho. Pearce,
Geo. Prefton.  Tim. Hart, Fobn Erwin,
Fotm Hanzard. Will. Hufton.

Suppofe

* This rofter fup?fes a regiment, whofe ficld-officers
have companies. The line among the lieutcnants thev -
a aveancy ; + denotes officers abient.

P4 .
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Suppofe the fubalterns.down to enfign 74y-
lor have done their duty, and fix fubalterns
are to bc warned for guard, lieut. Craven be-
ing abfent, we muft proceed to Rob. Prefcot,
Fobn ‘feffers, Peter Rainsford, Mich. Allen,
Mich. Mitchel and Tim. Brombead, who are the
perfons next for duty. '

Cuar. XX.
Of marckes, and bow to guard againft a furprife.
TO condu¢t men on a march properly,

1s a material point that requires much
attention on the part of the officers, to guard
againft many inconveniencies and dangers,
efpecially when an enemy is in the neighbour-
hood ; for which reafon the coluimn fhould
be as fhort as poffible, as a long rear is very
dangerous, expofing the head or tail of a re-

giment to be deftroyed, by fome fudden at-

tack, before it can be fuccoured. This fhews
that marching by files fhould, .as far as pof-
fible, be avoided, neither fhould the divifions
be {o large as to fill up the whole breadth of
the road, becaufe every carriage they meet
will break them, and throw the men into con-
“tufion; to avoid which, a fpace thould be'left
on one fide for 2 waggon, &c. to pafs; this
ipace will alfo be convenient for the major,
or other field officers, to ride from one part to
L2 - another,

PR
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" another, and examine in what order the regi-
ment marches, and for the adjutant to carry or-
ders: On'which account I look on a column of
platoons or fubdivifions as moft eligible. The
officers who command the leading divifions
fhould move very flowly, to allow the rear to
keep up, which it can never do if the front
marches faft. When a narrow bridge, broken

road, &c. obliges the men to doublc, the head
ﬂmuld move as flow as poflible, and often
halt, to allow the rear to pafs and form.

As nothing mulitary loads a man with more
difgrace than being {urprifed, every officer en-
trufted with a- command fhould be particularly
édreful to guard againft it; he may be beaten,
yet gain reputanon, if his dﬂ’poﬁtion has been
jucicious and his retreat prudently conducted,
buc a furprife does not admit of any ex-
cufe. To gu'u'd againit a furprife on a
maici admits of certain rules applicable
to all cafcs, and differing only in point
of numbers..  The iollowing precauuom
fhould alw ays be taken when there 1s the moft
diffant pofabiity of being attacked by un
encmy : I fuppole the corps marching t be
a patralien of rour or five hunred men, a lieu-
tenant and rorty men, with two ferjcants, three
or tour corpo: als and one drummer fhould be
aetached for an advanced guard.  "Lhis officer
| fhedd e caredal acver to advance to fuch a di-

ftance
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ftance from the main body as to endanger his be-
ing cut offor beaten before he can be relieved or
retreat ; but the exact diftance cannot be af- -
certained, as that depends on circumftances.
In an open champain country, where the view
is not interrupted for a confiderable diftance,
he may take more latitude than if it was in-
terfetted by rivulets and hollow ways, or
covered with trees in clufters, fhrubs and
buildings, or funk into caves and quarries, or
any thiryg elfe which might conceal a body of
men, as, ftanding corn, high grafs, &c. in
thefe cafes he thould be very circumfpeét. Be-
fore he marches oft he fhould detach a ferjeanc
and ten men twenty-OF Thifty paces DeTore his -
guard, with orders to advance a few men on
the right and left of his front, who are to exa-
rune cvery piace near them, where an enemy
may lie ccncealed. JThe {érjeant fhould uie the
fame precaution as fle advances, {fearching every
place he paffes near; if he fees or is intformed
of any thing fufpicious, he is to halt and in-
form his officer therect, who 1s to have the
piace ftrictly examined; gnd if he makes any
dilcovery requifite for the commanding officer
to know, he muft {fend him immediate notice
riereor. Theferjeant fhouid (top ali pafiengers,
and now and then take up tome or the country
peapie, all whom he fhould fend to the ofhcer
cf the ouard, who 1s thrictly to examine them

con-
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~encerning any troops that may have lately
be2o 10 the neighbourhood, their number, kind
ana every other circumftance neceffary to be
known. If he fufpeéts any to deceive him, he
fhould fend him or them to the commanding
officer, that they may be there detained’till the
fufpicion is confirmed or removed. If the
former, he thould be punifhed; it the latter,
difmiffed : All others fhould be well treated.
When the ferjeant comes to a 1arge village,
coppiee, grove, or other place, where a con-
fiderable body of men may be concealed, he
thould not enter it *till it has heen thoroughly
examined by his people. In cafe it be avillage,
he would do well to feize fome of the inha-
bitants, whom he is to examine, informing
them that they.will be kept ’till the battalion
has paffed the village, andif any enemy, which
they do not give intormatign of, 1s found con-
cealed there, they will certainly be hanged.
The lieutenant fhould {fend a corporal and four
or {ix men on each of his flanks, who are them-
felves diligently to {earch every {ufpicious
plaee, or, if at a gonfiderable diltance from
‘the guard, fend two men on that fervice, who
ihould learch all buthes, high corn or grafs,
ot cther place where &n enemny may be ton-
cealed by lying on their faces; and, if any
a~e difcovered, they are immediately to give
th.e zlarm by firing one or both of their piecles,

anc
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and rejoin their corporal, who, if neceffary,
muft retreat leifurely to the main body,
watching the enemy’s motions.

I fuppofe the battalion marches by fubdi-
vifions, as that is as large a front as moft
roads will admit of ; but where there i1s room
for grand-divifions they will be beft, as the
larger the front the fhorter the line of march
will be, which is an article of no fmall confe-
quence. ‘The officers fhould be particularly
attentive to preferve the proper diftance be-
tween the divifions, that they may. have room
to wheel and form, if neceflary, without con-
fufion ; they fhould alfo be careful to keep
the men as much as poflible in their ranks.
The commanding officer fhould detach a cor-
poral and fix or eight men on each flank who
ought to examine all places, as directed, for
the flanking parties of the advanced’ guard.
The officers commanding {ubdivifions thould
be directed, when the drum*eats a long roll
to form to the right or left, as the fubdivifion
next to them, from that part where the alarm
comes, whether front or rear, does. A drum
fhould be always kept braced in front, near
rear and centre, to give the alarm or any
other neceffary fignal. «

The laft precaution is the rear guard. The
ftrength of it muft depend on circumftances,
viz. The number of prifoners there may be,

as
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as this is the place where they are generally.

{fecured, or the probability there may be.of
the enemy’s falling on the rear: Where
neither of thefe make a ftrong party neceffary,
a {ubaltern and twenty men will be fufficient,

‘as their principal bufinefs will be to prevent

ftraggling, and drive on thofe that loiter, and
the officer fhould be very careful not to allow
any manto ftay behind his guard. Sec Plate 1

Where troops are likely to ferve together,
they fhould follow the fame difcipline, and ob-
ferve the fame rules and cuftoms, otherwife
when detachments of them unite, theyv will be
apt to fall into confufion. :

REFERENCES for I

a. Battalion marching.

b. Advanced guard.

c. Sereants party.

d. Rear guard.

e. Corporals flanking partics.

t. Men detached to exarine f(ujpicicus places.

CONCLUSION.
EFORE I diimifs this fubje&, I beg

leave to give fuch advice to the officers
as twenty-fix years experience has fuggefted.
I would recommend procuring the good-will
of the men, who foon become good Judges of
an
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an officer’s merits or demerits: This will not
only be advantageous to the officers in par- :
ticular, but to the fervice in general, as the ‘
men, in time of danger, will more readily !
follow thofe’ they efteem; nor is the tatk
difficult, requiring only fome attention to !
a few glain and eafy maxims, as, doing ftrict |

juftice ¢ men InumileWOmag chts, and

keeping Wygheir duty, byt without un- -

neceflary, Jia¥hnefs or cruelty, as this procures

hatred ; ne fhould the reins of difcipline. .

be too relafed, ast he men will certainly de- -
" {pife fuch gfficers. Tho’ fold:ers in general

arc chiefly gft to their duty more by fear of
punifhmen t?an other motives, yet the rule
is notdo genéral as to be without exteption,
fome being guided by fuperior confiderations ;
to this ofhicers thould attend and treat their
men accabdihgly. That foldiers have fome-
times prigeiples and a way of thinking fuperior,
to the common run of mankind, the tollowing
ftory, which I had from a French officer,
evinces ¥ “ A captain of the corps this gentle- -
man belonged to, cn fome occafion beat one
of his men ; the fellow went away grumbling,
and faid ke would find an cpportunity of
makjng his captain repent thefe blows. Some-
tim{ atter in an ergagement, the captain was
wotinderd.  This loidier, who happened to
LC near him, teok himup and carried him to
M a place
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a place of lefs danger, and when he laid him
down faid, Sir, do youremember the beating you
gave me on fuch an occafion? Yes. I then
told you you would be forry for it. He then
turned about and went to his poft.” There
1s a method of keeping the men in order,
which I have fuccefsfully prattifed when on
. detachment without officers fufficient to hold
~ acourt-martial, and which might, I believe, be
practifedeat all times. It is to have the men
tried for fmall offences by their peers or
brethren, a court-martial, to confift of anon-
commiffioned officer and four privates. The
“men are generally ingenious in contriving
punifhments that expofe the delinquent to the
ridicule of his comrades, fuch as ftanding cen-
try with a broom-ftick on his thoulder at the ne-
ceffary houfe, dunghill, or fuch places; wearing
his coat turned infide out; {weeping the bar-
" rack-yard out of his turn, &c. Thisisattended
with this additional advantage, that the men
are {pies on one another, and ever ready to dif-
~ cover the trefpaffes of their comrades, parti-
‘cularly fuch as have been tried and are defire-
ous to bring others into the icrape; by which
“means feveral ofrences, that would never reach
the ofhicers ears, are deteCted. To feld-offi-
cers I would recommend- keeping the officers
under their command to their duty, at the fame
time confidering they have gentlemen to deal

.  with,
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with, therefore treating them with good tnan-
ners even in their reproofs, unlefs wheré an
officer, by his condud, forfeits all claim to
that title, in which cafe the commandingofficer
of a corps ought, in juftice to his regiment
and the public%(, to get rid of fuch a perfon as
foon as poffible. I have known field officers
who had a method of giving genteel hints -

that anfwered better thah punithment.

FINTIS.
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